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of  Hold ings in_HSIU L i_ l rar ies

by

Co l in  Darch

.  Dur ing the per iod I9?L-2,  two at tenpts vvere made

to survey the per iod ica l  and book hold ings Òf  th .e Hai le

Sel ' lass ie I  Unrvers i ty  L ibrar ies in  terus of  both qual i ty  and.

quant i ty .  This  paper  descr ibes the nethod of  survey in  the

hope that  other  l ibrar ies in  Etú iopia nay f ind the HSïu

erqper iment  usefu l ,  and.  perhaps even wort t ry  of  adaptat ion;

The s l ì rvey of  per iod ica l  ho ld ings was under taken by the

Acqui*efÈions L ibrar ian and a graf luate ass is tant .  The f  i rs t  
ì

s t e p  w a s  t o  a d d  u p  t h e  t o t a l  s u m  s p e n t  i n  t h e  f i s c a l  y e a r

r9?o-? r  (196 t -4  E .c . )  on  subsc r ip t ions  to  jou rna ls ,  magâz ines

and .  newspapers ,  as  r , ve l I  as  membersh ip  fees  to  o rgan isa t ions

f rom whom we rece ive  jou rna ls .  f t  emerged  tha t  the  Un ive rs i t y

h a s  s p e n t  s 1 2 , 6 1 1 .  1 6  ,  o r  E t h  . ' f i / ,  , 6 6 6 . 9 6 .  s i n c e  t h e  b u d g e t  f  o r

p e r i o d i c a l s  \ i / a s  E t h , $ 1 o 0 r o o o , o o ,  t ; , r o  c o n c r u s i o n s  c o u l _ d  b e

drawn-f  i rs  t ly  :  that  we were in  a po s i - t ion to spend more money

on  per iod  i ca l  l i t e ra tu re  ,  and  second ly ,  tha t  i n  o rder  to  do

t h i s  w i t h  m a x i m u m  e f f e " i i . r " n u " "  i t  w a " , r u " e s s a r y  t o  a n a l y s e

the  needs  o f  the  va r ious  Un ive rs i t y  Depar tments .

Card .s  record ing  subscr ip t j -ons  to  ind iv idua l  pe r iod ica ls

were  a l ready  in  ex is tence .  These  were  d iv id .ed ,  f  i r s t l y  i n to

b road  and  then  in to  nar rower  sub j  ec t  ca tegor ies  ,  co r respond ing

rough Ìy  to  the  facu l t i qs  q r .à  depar tments  o f  the  Un ive rs i t y

A r t s  ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  B u s i n e s s  I  , s c i e n c e  ,  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  L a l v ,  s o c i a l
' ï o rk ,  

and  Theo logy .  A  n in th  ca tegory  inc lud .ed .  m isce l - laneous

nelvspapers ,  T lqe ,  Newsweek,  and.  so on,  From the cards in  each

o f  these  d iv i s  i ons  the  percen tage  o f  the  to ta l -  ac tua l  expend . i tu re
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was ca lcu lg ted ,  and  co r re la ted  w i th  the  percen tage  o f  the

toüar  s tuden t  body ,  Thus  i t  
-energed ,  

fo r  examp le  ,  tha t

a l though only  J0:?6% of  the 2 1444 students commit ted to 
, ,

ma  jo rs  wer 'e  ac tua l l y  s tudy ing  sc ience ,  , t , r t% o f  the  per iod ica l

t i t les l rere in  th is  area ,  and 59.e, r% of  the actual  expend. i ture,

or  Eth .  $45 ,115 .74 ,  wa s b e ing spent  on them.

At  th is  point  o ther  factors had.  to  be considere.õ.

Sc ien t i f i c  pe r iod ica l -s  a re  no to r ious ly  expens ive ,  and  in  fac t

on 
? 

base of  loo in  r9r9 had increased in  pr ice by over  55o%

by 1979 .  I t  i s  p robab ly  fa i r ,  then ,  tha t  sc ience  per iod ica l

expendi ture should be heat6r .  However,  a  f igure of  t r . r r%

represents 7t )  t i t l -es out  of  991 ,  which would.  cer ta in ly  need

invest igat ion;  in  fact  a  cornmi t tee of  l ibrar ians and.  facul ty

members  i s  su rvey ing  the  ques t ion  now,  as  a  resu l t  o f  these

f ind ings .

An  a t tempt  i s  a l so  be ing  nade  to  spend  a l l  t he  budge t  o f

qãSXOOlOO0.OOras usef  u l Ìy  as possib 1e by re lat ing the number of

per iod . i ca ls  in  a  g iven  sub jec t  a rea  to  the  s i ze  o f  the

depar tment .  A  much  more  de ta i led  b reakdown o f  the  f i gu res  fo r

b road .  sub jec t  a reas  was  ob ta ined  by  a  s imp le  ex tens ion  o f  the

techn ique  desc r ibed  above ,  and  has  enab l_ed  us  to  ob ta in  a

pic ture of  what  we are spending our  money orr  and.  whether  we

are  a l loca t ing  i t  f a i r l y  w i th in  the  la id -down po l i c ies  o f  the

l ibrary and.  the Univers i ty .

La te  in  I97L t  a  second  su rvey  was  under taken ,  th i s  t i ne

to  t r y  to  ascer ta in  the  sub  j .ec t  b reakdown,  and .  the  vo lume:  t i t l -e

rat io ,  o f  ho ld i3gs in  the HSIU L ibrary System. The technique

used  was  aga in  ve ry  s imp le .  The  ca rds  1n  the  she l f - I i s t  were

measured ,  us ing  a  s tanc ì .a r 'd  o f  1OO cards  to  the  inch ,  I  ,OOO

cards  in  a  d rawer ,  and  assuming  one  ca rd  per  t i t l e .  S ince  the

s h e l f  l i s t ,  b y  c e f i n i t i o n ,  i s  o r g a n i s e d  i n  a  c l a s s i f i e d

sequence  r  i t  i s  poss ib le  to  deduce  tha t  r  sâX ,  25  inches  o f  ea rd .s

i n  t h e  t Z t  s e q u e n c e  r e p r e s e n t  2 r 5 O O  t i t l e s  o n  t h e  s h e l v e s .
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The  to ta l  measurement  (8?  1695  t i t l es )  and  the  known t , ' t a1

voÌume count  (  f  g+ ,79L exc l -uding the Technology Southern Campus ,

Co l lege  o f  P - rb l i c  Hea1 th ,  and .  Co l lege  o f  Agr i cu l tu re  L ib ra r ies  )

y ie lded a vo lume:  11 i ; ' - i .  . : 'a  b io o j '  2 . - i  : - l i - - -  3 ,  h igh f  igure which

re f  l -ec ts  th i s  sys tenrs  func t ion  o f  r . , rov iC ing  la rge  numbers  o f

s tuden t  tex tbooks  i .n  nu l t i p - l .e  co r r ies  -

The f igures obta ined \ 'v 'ere agaln cc. r . rver ted.  in to percentages,

and a com'par ison wes nade wi th the s ,  n  jar -d s  set  in  the U,  ,S .  A.

by the lamont Library at l{arvard. Unj.vers i ty and the Univers i ty

o f  M ich igan  Underg radua te  L ib ra ry  two  o f  the  bes t  co l lec t ions

of the ir  kj-nd. in the world " I t  energe'1 that HSIU has placed les s

emphasis  on language and.  l i terature and.  more on the natura l

a n d  s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s  "  T h e  f i g u r e s  ,  i n  p a r t ,  a r e :

HS IU Harvard. Mich-Lg:Ë,

r8%

8%
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These f  i  gu: :es shc.n b i ra l  the yc- ' : i  c ies ihat  have been fo l lo i ,ved.

h a v e  b e e n  e f : i e c t i v e  i i -  b u i Ì d i n g  t h e  c o Ì l e c t i o n  1 n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n s

regu i red  w i thou t  c rea t ing  se r i  ous  i i i ba lanse  "  One  d  j , rec t  resu l t

o f  th i s  exper iment  na ) 'be  the  se t t i . ng  up  o f  an  in te rna l  sys tem

o f  d e p a r t m e n t a l  a l l - o c a i i o n s o f  t h e  b u r l g e t  o f  E t h . $ f O O r 0 O O "

f l i t hou t  a  sounc l  knovr leCge o f  the  s ta te  o f  the  co l ]ec t ion

w a s  i n p o s s i b l e  t o  a s s e s s  t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t

p o l i c i e s ,  o r  t o  p r e d i c t  t h e i r  r e Ì e v e n c e  t o  f u t u r e  n e e d s  "  T h e

s ta t i s t i cs  assernb l -ed  in  these  t r vo  su rveys  have  g iven  us  so lne

o f  t h e  i n f o m n a t i o n  w d  r - e q u i r e d .  T h e  n e x t  s t e p  w r l l  b e  a

long- tenn  inves t iga t ion  o f  r ' eader  use  o f  the  1 Íb ra r ies ,  f rom

wh ich  we  w i l t  Ì rope Í ' r : } l y  be  ab le  to  p red ic t  w l th  even  more

assure.nce exactly vrbrat I , ïe r. . ' -  l - i  have to dO to achieve and

n a i n t a i n  a  r e a s o n a b Ì e  s b a n d a r d  ) í  e f f e c t i v e n e s s "

S o c i a l  S c i e n c c s :

N a t u r a l  " S c i e n c e s :

L i terature anC Lang- i tage s
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