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The Af r ica B ib l iographic  Cent re  Secret .ar iaÈ,  or  ABCS,  is  based in  Dar  es
Salaam, Tanzania .  ( I t  has no connect ion wi th  the Af r ican Bib l iographic  CenÈre
in lJashington D.C., which ls run by Daniel Matthe!üs primari ly as an information
cent re  for  Amer ican users .  )  The funcEion of  the ABCS is ,  for  the È ime be ing,
l imited Èo propagandising the "ABC concepÈ" Èhrough the medium of the ABC News-
le t ter ,  wt r ich i r - " , : r t "n t iy  d is t r ibuted graL is  Èo a wide range of  ins t i Ï i lEGs-

ana inaividuals wiLhin Afr ica and Lo a rm:ch smaller number ouLside. Although

some prev ious news i tems in  the profess ional  l i t .e ra ture have d iscussed the
ABCrs funcuion and ro le ,  the fo l lowing s ta tement  may be taken as re f lec t ing
Ehe current siLuation.

ORICIN OF THE . 'A3C CONCEPT''

The ABCS is  the resu l t  o f  one of  the most  recent  o f  a  ser ies  o f  proposals

for t inking together documentation and bibl iographic act. ivi t ies on the continent

of  Af r ica in  a  cooperat ive supranat iona l  organizat ion.  Pan-Af r ican b ib l iographic

cont ro l  is ,  o f  course,  not  a  new idea.  In  1964 L l rs .  Margaret .  Amosu,  then

Librar ian o f  the Univers iLy o f  Ibadan 's  Ins t i tu te  o f  Af r ican Stud ies,  was

inst . rumenta l  in  persuading Ehe Conference of  Trop ica l  Af r ican SEudies to

recoÍrrnend the seLting-up of a documentation centre for tropical Afr ica. In

tg67 the Nai rob i  Conference on Af r ican Bib l iography passed three reso lu t ions
(nos.  L7-19)  coneerned wi th  the in ternat iona l  coord inat ion o f  b ib l iographic  data

on Af r ica.  Resolu t ion 17 reconrmended Èhe estab l ishmenL of  a  neLwork for

coord inaLion,  and of  a  "documentat ion cent re  prov ided wi th  key-punching and

computer  equipment"  Lo l ink  nat iona l  and reg ional  cent res in  Af r ica and

cent res in  o ther  count r ies ,  Resolu t ion 18 reconnnended that .  the In ternat iona l

B ib l iographv of  the Soc ia l -Sc ienceg should  be d is t r ibuted to  cent" . "  i f iãE-

nf r ican count r i  in  re turn for  regular  l is t .s  o f  re levant  publ icat ions in  thaÈ

count ry  fo  be inc luded in  subsequenL issues.  Resolu t ion 19 was concerr Ìed wi th

coord inat ing in format ion on research in  Progress Eo supplemenÈ the work o f
CIDESA in  Brusse ls . l  In  1971 K.  K.  Roy made s imi lar  recoÍ r t rnendat ions in  a  paper

presenÈed to  the ISLIC In ternat iona l  Conference on In format ion Sc ience in  Te1

Aviv .  He advocated the estab l ishment  o f  a  conLinenEal  documentat ion cent re  in

bogh Af r ica and As ia  which would pubÌ ish a  monthÌy  "monol í th ic  encyc lopedia"

to  g ive access Eo the mass of  mat .er ia l  pub l ished in  Af r ican and As ian

pe r i od i ca l s  and  newsPaPers .2

In  1973 ,  aL  t he  3 rd  sess ion  o f  t he  I nLe rna t i ona l  Cong ress  o f  A f r i can i s t s

he ld  in  Addis  Ababa,  ELhiop ia ,  three l ib rar ians -  Rober t  T .  Jordan,  Kebreab

Wolde Giorg is  and Talaat  A,  t^ ladood -  presented a PaPeI  on the i r  concept  o f

the shape ãf  a  fu ture "Af r ican Bib l iographic  Cênt re" .  J  Tt re  Congress passed a

reso lu t ion endors ing the concept  and recont rnending that  "a  cent re  for  Af r ican

in format ion-doeumenÈat ion-b ib l iography be estab l ished" .  The present  ABC

secregar ia t ,  based in  Dar  es Salaam and publ ish ing the b i -month ly  ABC Newslg l ler l

i s  t he  i n i r i a l  ouLcome .

1 
l r , te rnu t io r ra l  Cor r fe rence on  Af r i can  B ib l iogr ; rphy ,  Na i rob i ,  1967.  The B ib l iographv  o f  A f r i ca .
( l o r r d o r r  |  1 9 7 0 ) r  p . 2 8 .

2  
IS I1C fn te rn : r t iona l  Cor i fe rence on  l r t fonnat ion  Sc ience,  Te l -Av iv ,  1971.  Proceed ings .

(Te l  Àv iv  |  1972) ,  pp .67-75.

I  R .  1 . .  Jordan,  Kebreab I f .  G io rg is ,  Ta laa t  A .  Ì {adood,  A f r i can  B ib l iograph ic  Cent re  (ABC)

(Dar  es  Sa laam'  repr .  1977) .  ABC Pos i t ion  P; iper  no '1 '
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In  October  7976,  a t '  the seccnd meet ing o f  the Standing Conference of  EasLern,
CenLra l  and Southern Af r ican L ibrar ians in  Lusaka,  Zambia,  Mrs.  Ophel ia  Mascarenhas
presenEed a paper  on recent  developments  in  Ehe ABC.1 The conf , " .à . . "  passed Èhe
fo l  l ow ing  reso Ìu f  i  ons :

"9 .  An inÈernat iona l  network for  the co-ord inaLion of
b ib t i og raph i c  daEa  on  A f r i ca  be  es tab l i shed ;  t hac  a
documenLat ion cenLre prov ided wi th  key-punching and
compuLer  equipmenL t re  set  up as soon as poss ib le  a t
a  su i  t ab le  l oca t i on  i n  A f r i ca .

10.  Not ing thaÈ a medium for  comrn:n icat ion o f  deve lopments
i .n  nat iona l  and in ternat iona l  in format ion systems,
networks and documentation and bibl iography already
ex is t .s  ins ide Af r ica in  rhe form of  Ehe ABC Newsl" tL" r .
that members make use of the NewsÌeÈter rhãrìe-"er 

-- '

poss ib le  to  repor t  such aevetÇããFr

Presentat ions on or  d iscuss ions about  the ABC concepL have a lso taken p lace
in formal ly  a t  such gaÈher ings as Lhe IFLA Annual  Conference,  Lhe afa  Uìdwin.er
Conference and var ior rs  workshops on compuÈer  appÌ icaL ions in  l ib rar ies .

The concept .  o f  t .he Af r ican Bib l iographic  Cent re  was worked out  in  some
deta i l  by  the or ig ina l  authors '  Th"y  ident i f ied sorne twelve componenrs which,
i dea l l y '  wou ld  cons t . i t u te  an  ABC in  t . he  bes t  o f  a l l  poss ib l e  ro . i d r .  Some  o f
these are ouLl ined in  Ehe fo l lowing paragraphs.  Some,  perhaps a l l ,  o f  these
comPonent .s  wi l l  p robably  not  be rea l isab le  for  a  number  o f  years .  But
in format ion workers  in  Af r ica Í I Ìus t  sÈar t  p lann ing now for  Èhe increas ing ly
rap id  changes thaL wi l l  come and,  indeed,  are a l ready upon us.

THE AAC NEWSLETTER

The Newslet t .er  sEar ted in  Apr i l  1974 as a  " forum for  exchange of  v iews and
news on tE;õGG;ment  o f  an Af r ica B ib l iographic  CenLre" .  s i * - r r -ahe f i rs r
seven issues appeared f rom Addis  Ababa;  the except ion r^ ras a  spec ia l  issue
produced af  the IFLA Conference in  I^ tash i lg ton,  D.C.  in  Novembãr  1974,  In  Apr i l
1976 the Newslet . ter  began Èo appear  f rom'Dar  es Salaam, where i t  is  cur rent ly
i  s  s u e d .  

-

The ed i tor ia l  board o f  Èhe NewsleLter .  hopes t .hat  i t  can fu l f i l  a  duaÌ
funcÈion as a  forum for  d i r .ur r iã i l f f i -ABC concep[  and,  in  addi t ion,  as  an
ef  f  ec t . ive  medium for  cornr rmnicat ing news of  deve lopments ,  conf  erences,  pro jecLs,
and surveys in  ABC-re la ted areas.  The Ners l€ l le l  is  d is t r ibuted f ree ro  some
129 ind iv idua ls  and ins t i tu t ions in  34 ÃEÏ ; ;ã"nr r ies  (out  o f  a  rorar  o f  4g
OAU member  s ta tes ) ;  i t  goes  t o  an  add i t i ona l  27  rec ip i engs  i n  No r th  Amer i ca r
Europe and As ia ,  I t  appears  month ly  or  b i -month ly .

The  News le t t e r t s  e f f ec t i veness  w i l l  be  max im ised  on l y  when  i t  becomes  a
connrn:nic"Elããïãff i t  of f i rst resort for information workers in Afr ica. At
t he  momenÈ,  t he re  i s  a  dange r  t ha t  t he  con ten t s  o f  t he  News le t t e r  w i l l  f ocus
on East  Af r ica and Eth iop ia ,  say,  to  the exc lus ion or  wf f i ì [õEf i ,  cenrra lt
and  Sou the rn  A f r i ca .

BÏBLÏOGRAPHIC PUBLI  SHING

The  o r i g i na l  ABC p roposa l  v i sua l i sed  t h ree  cons t i t uen t  pa r t s  unde r  t h i s
rub r i c :  A f r i can  Books  i n  P r i n t  ( i nc l ud ing  non -p r i n r  med ia ) ;  àn  A f r i can
per iod ica ls  index;  and a Pan-Af r ican b ib l iography a long the l ines o f  NUC or
BNB.  The f i rsc  o f  bhese e lements  has now begun to  appear  connnerc ia Ì ly  in
England,  where the Af r ican Book Publ ish ing Record is  produced by Hans ZeI l .

T h e  s e c o n d ,  a n  A f r i c a n  p e r i o d i c a l s  i n d e x ,  i s  I i k e l y  t o  b e  t h e  f i r s t  m a j o r
con Ìponen t  t o  be  p roduced  by  t he  ABCS f rom i t s  own  resou rces .  Work  i s  p resen t t y
unde r  way  Eo  p roduce  a  p i l o t  i s sue  o f  ABC { I r l s " l $ " : ,  wh i ch  w i l l  . ouà ,
s c h o l a r l y j o u r n a l s p u b 1 i s h e d i n t 9 z 6 " f f i e n t o f A f r i c a . L l n f o r -
Luna te l y ,  bu t  i nev i t ab l y  g i ven  t he  p resen t  geog raph i ca l  l oca t i on  o f  t he  ABCS,

'l'  
C o t i n  D a r e h ,  O .  C .
b i b l i o g r a p h i c  a n d
repr. 1977). ÁBC

Ì ' tascarenhasr  The Af r i ca  B ib l iogr4ph ic  Cent re  (ÂBC) :  towqrds  a  cont inenta l
d o c u m e ' t a t i o n  s y s t e m  f o r  A f r i c a  i n  t h e  Z t r T
I ' o s i t i o n  P a p e r  n o . 5 .
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t he  l i s t . i ngs  o f  j ou rna l s  f r om eas te rn  and  cen t ra l  A f r i ca  w i l l  be  much  more
comprehens i ve  t han  o f  Èhose  f r om Wes l  A f r i ca .  Fo r  t he  sa Íne  reasons ,  F rench ; rnd
Por tuguese  ma te r i a l  w i l l  be  on l y  spa rse l y  cove red .

The  p i l oL  i ssue  w i l l  hope fu l l y  be  ready  f o r  d i s t r i bu t i on  by  Sep rember  Lh i s
year ;  the appearance and cosÈ of  fu ture issues wi l l  depend on the de:1ree of
enthus iasm and supporE e l ic iEed by t ,he f i rs t  number .

There is  no in tent ion on Ehe parL o f  t .he ABCS to  enter  Ehe f ie td  o f  sub ject
or  count ry  b ib l iographica l  pub l ish ing,  which is  adequate ly  prov ided for  by
ex is t ing channels  boEh ins ide Af r ica and e lsewhere.

AFRICAI{ ABSTRACTS

An absÈracÈing serv ice for  loca l ly -produced schoÌar ly  journa ls  cou ld
re lac i ve l y  eas i l y  be  based  on  t he  pe r i od i ca l s  i ndex  ou t l i ned  above .  The
quanc i t y  o f  ma te r i a l  m igh t  wa r ran t  d i v i s i on  o f  t he  se rv i ce  i n to  a  se r i es  o f
sub jec t  bu l Ì e t i ns  ( c f .  Bu l l e t i n  s i gna lé t i que  o r  t he  Sov ie t  Re fe ra t i vny  zhu . rna l ) .

However ,  there is  present ly  l i r t le  ev idence Èo ind icate  that .  soc ia l
sc ient is ts  in  area s tud ies make rmrch use of  abst ract ing serv ices,  un l ike the i r
co l leagues in  the natura l  sc iences.  Par t . ic ipanÈs in  the recent  SCOLMA
conference 

t 'Progress in  Af r ican Bib t iographyt '  wí11 remember  t ,hat  doubts  hrere
expressed about  the wisdom of  t ry ing to  rev ive the former  London-based Af r ican
AbsLracts ,  s ince there may wel Ì  be insuf f ic ienÈ demand t .o  suppor t  Èhe rõTãl
ABCS therefore reserves iEs judgemenÈ on th is  componenL of  Ehe or ig ina l  "ABC
concept t t .

THE USE OF ULTRAFTCH!

U l t r a f i che  was  o r i g i na l l y  deve loped  i n  o rde r  t o  make  f i ns tan t .  l i b ra r i es f
cornmerc ia l ly  ava i lab le  to  new inst i tu t ions.  One t f ichet  can conta in  as many as
three Lhousand pages,  but  is  as eas i Ìy  leg ib le  as an ord inary  microf ich
conta in ing on ly  1OO pages.  The cost  per  b ib l iographic  un i t  ís  a  f rac t ion
of  the cosE of  bopks in  hard b ind ing.  Even so,  the ava i labÌe  co l lec t ions are
cost ly  and cont .a in  on ly  a  smal l  propor t . ion o f  mater ia ls  re levanÈ Èo Af r ica.
No s ing le  Af r ican l ib rary  can af ford  co buy a l l  these co l lecÈions,  buÈ a cent ra l
i ns t i Lu t i on  hous ing  a  " co Ì l ec t i on  o f  co l l ecL ions "  cou ld  make  t . hem ava i l ab le
when needed,  and eventua l ly  begin  Èo produce se lected Af r ican mâter ia ls  in
u l t r a f i c h e  i t s e l f .

The  cenEre  wou ld  spec ia l i se  i n  acqu i r i ng  cop ies  o f  such  ma te r i a l s  as
government  and lega l  pub l icar ions,  mimeographed papers ,  documenLs,  theses and
resea rch  repo r t s ,  paEen ts ,  s tanda rds ,  con fe rence  p roceed ings ,  and  p r i va te l y
p r i n ted  ephemera .  Such  f ug i r i ve  ma te r i a l  i s  o f t en  essenE ia l  f o r  r esea rch ,  ye t
i s  d i f f i cu l t  t . o  l oca te  and  ob ta in  excep t  a t  p roh ib i e i ve  expense  i n  t e rms  o f
t ime and Lrave l .  The number  o f  cop ies may be l imi ted,  or  i t  may be imposs ib le
to  obta in  more than one copy.  But  i f  a  recognised cent re  run cooperat ive ly  by
member  count r ies  were to  acqui re  such mater ia l  and make i t  ava i lab le ,  when
c lea red  f o r  d i s l : : i bu t i on ,  on  m ic ro f i ch ,  t hen  t he  p rob lem wou ld  become  rmrch  l ess
se r i ous .  Se ts  o f  t f i che t  cou ld  be  so ld  by  l anguage ,  dep th  o f  cove rage ,  o r  o the r
é r i r e r i a .  Se lecÈed  l i b ra r i es  i n  each  A f r i can  coun t r y  wou ld  rece i ve  se t s  on
depos i t .  The  cos t  o f  mass -p roduced  po r tab le  r f i che t  r eade rs  i s  d im in i sh ing ,
and book-s íze readers  cost ing on ly  a  few pounds may soon be a rea l i ty .  Such
connnerc ia l  organisat ions as Univers i t .y  Microf i lm (wi th  rhe Dr : rham-based Midd le
Eas t  Da ta f i l e )  o r  t he  A f r i can  Impr i n t  Se rv i ces  (New Yo rk )  a re  a l r eady  e i t he r
ope ra t i ng  o r  p l ann ing  such  sys tems ,  üs ing  m ic ro f i che  t echn iques .  ABCS wou ld ,
however ,  a t ternpt  Lo focus on the ne-eds of  Af r ican in format ion systems wi th in
Èhe  con t i nen t .

COMPUTER DATA BASES

On l i ne  access  Lo  l a rge  s to res  o f  da ta  f r om remo te  t e rm ina l s  i s  now  co rmÌ ìon -
p l a c e  i n  d e v e l o p e d  c o u n t r i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  L h e  a r e a s  o f  s c i e n c e ,  t e c h n o l o g y ,
med i c i ne  and  t he  soc ia l  sc i ences .  ABC m igh r  i n i L i a l l y  o f f e r  ha rdcopy  ou tpu t
f r o m  e x L e r n a l  d a L a  b a s e s .

The funct ions o f  a  data base wi th  a  un i form machine-readable  b ib l iographic
fo rmaL  m igh t  i nc l ude : -
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A. SÈorage and exchange of .  caLaloguing in format ion.

B .  Cen r rã l i sed  p roducE ion /d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  ca rds .

C .  S e r i a l s  c o n È r o 1 '
D,  Cornr r ru t t i  ca t ion o f  photocopy requesLs.

E .  Remote  ca ta logue  access '

F.  Help  in  the product ion o f  nat iona l  b ib l iographies and

l i b ra rY  ca ta logues '

The new PANAFTEL te leconrmunicat ions network us ing sate l l i tes  is  un l ike ly

Lo be ava i lab le  for  such purposes for  some years '  so cheap computer  l ink-ups

ac ross  A f r i ca  a re  s t i l l  a  l ong  way  i n  Lhe  f u tu re .  Fo r  Lh i s  r eason ,  t he  o r i g i na l

ABC proposal  emphasized the use of  a  very  few large-capac i ty  compuÈers which

are no; -  rep laceabÌe by labour- in tens ive manual  systems.  The reasoning has,

howeve r ,  been  sha rP IY  c r i t i c i zed '

OTHER COMPONENTS

The other ,  long- term components  o f  fhe ABC concepl  have been out l ined in

c1c [a i l  i n  obhe r  pape rs  pub l i shed  by  t he  ABC,  and  wh i ch  a re  ava i l ab le  t o  i n te res tec l

wo rke rs  i n  bhe  f i e l d . l  They  i nc lude  such  e lemen ts  as  cu r ren l  awareness  se rv i ces
(SOf ) ,  d i s t r i bu f i on  o f  f r ee  ephemera ,  a  rev iew  j ou rna l ,  and  an  agency  o f  b i b l i o -

g raph i c  . consu l  t anLs .

The e lements  o f  the ABC are Íoutua l ly  se l f -suppor t ing and,  i f  operat .ed in  a

s ing le  ins t i tu t ion wi th in  the Af r ican cont inent ,  would  probably  const i tu te  ar t

economica l ty  v iab le  b ib l iographic-documentat ion complex.  The components  l is ted

above do not  genera l ly  dupl icate  work  a l ready be ing done in  areas such as

p roduc t i on  o f  ma jo r  sub jec t  o r  naL iona l  b i b l i og raph ies ,  ca ta logu ing  and

c Ìass i f i ca t i on ,  o r  t echno log i ca l  i nnovaE ion '

PRESENT ST$TUS 9F THE AgC

Since the in t roducr ion o f  the deta i led proposals  out Ì ined above by Jordan
( then work ing as Assoc ia te  L ibrar ian a t  the Univers i t .y  o f  Addis  Ababa) ,  Kebreab
( . ,or  Execut i íe  Secretary  o f  the Er iLrean Chamber  o f  Cornmerce)r  and Wadood (an

Egypt ian,  and L ibrar ian o f  the OAU),  thr 'ee more people  have become act . ive ly

invo lved in  Ehe development  o f  the ABC,  They are E.  E.  Kaunganrno,  d i rector  o f

Ehe Tanzania  L ibrary  Serv ice,  Mrs.  O.  C.  Mascarenhas,  Senior  L j -brar ian a t  the

Un ive rs i t y  o f  Da r  es  Sa laam and  Co l i n  Da rch ,  a l so  o f  t he  Un i ve rs i Ly  o f  Da r  es

Salaam L ibrary .

There has been a susta ined aLtempt  to  sound ouE op in ions about  the ABC

among l ib rar ians in  Af r ica and in  LDCs in  o ther  con l inents .  Many of  the

cr i t ic isms bhat  have been rece ived have been repor ted in  su lTrnary  in  past .

issues of  the ABC Newsle l ler ,  an9 the genera l  tone of  the response could

p e r h a p s b e ' @ s c i ' s s l o g a n ' ' P e s s i m i s m o f t h e i n L e 1 1 i g e n c e ;
àpt im: .sm of  the wi l l " .  There is  genera l  recogni t . ion o f  the need for  an ABC,

buE bhe prob lems -  economic,  technica l ,  and po l i t ica l  i r rvo lved in  impleI I ì€ Í Ì -

t a t i on  a re  daun t i ng .  P resen t l y l  t he re fo re ,  t he  ABCS i s  a t t emp t i ng  t o

d i scem inaEe  Ehe  i dea  as  w ide l y  as  poss ib l e  and  t o  i n i L i a te  a  deba te  f r om wh i ch

we  hope  a  consensus  w i l l  emerge  abouÈ  wha t  i s  bo th  poss ib Ìe  and  des i rab le .
perhaps t .he ABC wi l l  assume an umbre l la  ro le ,  coord inat ing anc l  pu l l ing together

i nd i v i dua l  e f f o r t s  by  i ns t i l u t i ons  and  wo rke rs  i n  d i f f e ren I  A f r i can  coun t r Í es .

Pe rhaps  a  p i l oÈ  p ro jec t ,  on  a  reg iona l  bas i s ,  can  be  s ta r t ed  w i t h  one  o r  two

o f  t hè  componen ts  i n  o rde r  t o  t es t  t he i r  v i ab i l i t y  i n  r he  f i e l d .  The  p rec i se

d i rect ion that  the ABC wi l l  take in  the fu ture depends on many factors .  l ^Je

h o p e  t h a t  i t  w i l l  b e  p o s s i b l e ,  n o n e t h e l e s s ,  f o r  A f r i c a  t o  d e v e Ì o p  n o t  s i m p l y

fo r t y  o r  f i f t . y  nac iona l  i n fo rma t i on  sys tems ,  bu t  a l so  a  con t i nenLa l  i n fo rma t i on

sys tem,  as  a  s tep  t owards  A f r i can  un i t y .

Thi rd  h 'o r ld  cor re .spondents  s l rou ld  wr i te

P . O .  B o x  3 5 1 3 2 ,  D a r  e s  S a l a a m ,  l a n z a n i a .

C e n t e n n i a l  C o u r t ,  Â l e x a n d r i a ,  V A  2 2 3 1 ' l t

d i r e c t l y  t o  Â f r i c a n  B i b l i o g r a p h i c  C e n t r e  ( S e c r e t a r i a t )
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