The Ethiopian
revolution

THREE‘ days ago President Nyerere, in a Mthlilhl ]

to the Chairman of the Ethiopian

Pmuhmnaf Military Adviso

Coitneil, Lt-

Col. 'Mengistu- Haile Mariam,- pmiud
Ethiopians , for:. their outstanding
achievements . in’ ‘eradicating the long
established fcudaf system to build a new
'm.luﬂat mutj bun'd on human equality

and " justice.”

‘this write  up,

CORRESPONDENT COLIN DARCH looks
into the revolution in the confext of a book

written by a Cuban journalist,

THE uwuibreak  of he
revolution i !II
February 1974 (ook the tufls
I:fv.:. drpiiss, even il Ell‘liup:ml
maelves were nui chughi
hnhl"ﬂr nnlw'lfu
? hely which were ap-
li’ﬂ-d 18, thi ielklively alow
rcess, of mililary takegver
rom  Halle: Sellassie’s
mdnhum! rulimq: — the
crbepi the bluodless
revolulion, llI lutlon that
lost its head-— showed thal
vbservers buih 'hoslih and
sympathelic were nol gquile
sure of the nafure of ihe

phenomernon (they were
describing.
Even " lvday; given ihe

shcialist rhetoric of (he
\-ath:us Eritrein movemenis
nd the appeals of the Somali
murnmlnl It e diffieall us
fine the Durp:lnu pargition
by looking a1 ita dnemien
The revilulivn was sparked
off In February 1974 by a
seriee of wirikes and demon:
siralions mounied by urbaiy
iransport  workers and !z‘
ieachers and studeh's, wi
limiied economic vhjeclived,
However, when variod¥
unita of the armed Firced in
MNegelle, Aamara and Hairrar
frined in ‘and ‘mutified  bver
;ﬂy and living wn&mm. Ihl
me Minlsler rea ’dlm
jovernment ;L lqd B
became nlﬂr thai . Ihn regime

ilself was in & vulnerable

punhh'.m

By dure there were dual
pHrbeer Sluclures — lhe Em-
perur's  cabinel  ruling
alongside 1He "newly sel-ip
Cosdrdinaling Commiliee of
the: Armed Forces. (Dergue,
thé ¥rbird used in Ethiopia fut
the “milijary government; s
l[l‘lhﬁh“ miharic * for- oo
milies"}.

By duly !!H the struggle
had come compleiely thlo Lhe

wpen, “and - membera of Ihe
faudai _nobilily were’ being
killed aa-1hey Iried v organise

cuunier-revolul ionary peasant
fida,
More frformalion was
made public abour the ex-
tensive and pervasive Currup-
fon &of the regime from Lop o
Lntnm, and by Bepiamber tha
fircon were' dble ip
nm-m Haile Sellassie with
i public digrurbance whai-

The Ethiepilan revelutienm.
Bar s Balaam.

BOEVEL.

Bul the feuddl nibilitv had
nol given ug, alihough they
had losi the first. baiile; and
in Muovember: the. rgue
moved  againat ¥ Them,
execuling 59 furmer govern-
meni - officldls and " killing
Aman Mikael Andom, Lhen
Head of Sunte, in a shust- l.rul:
ai his hume. -

By January 1875 IhI ragime

was_disperaing, the large and

troublesime = atudenl
population of Addis Ababa

-and r.rlhtr towns by sending

Ihtm " Lis Ihe [
ide under the Mational
ork Campaign  of Develup-

nﬂ:n: throught Co-bperslion,

pipularly known asg the

Zemelcha or “orusadel - i

Thia was an ailempi {0 har-
neas [he energies of radica)
nludenlu in the inlereats of Lhe
pessants  and of  Lhe
nuululi:m and wask & mided

Thtn. vn & March-1975, the

" mililary guvernmen! touk Lhe

slef  which * drrevocably
reyulutioised - Ethiopian
suciely, by promulgaling 1he
decres on fand. This wurned
ll! ral land uwer .io Lhe
f: collectively, and en-
lureﬂ thal no individus! con-
trulled more land than | he
euuld (L !
At & siroke ihis rmessure

dhailished feudalism, cemuved pg

Ihe ckniury-did division of 1ha
eountry inle north and soath
each with ils differenl lenure
sysiem, and crested the basis
uf ul;ppurl Aming . lhl fii g
peaganiry

Imphm-ﬁutlun .uf this

- measure  procesded Fapidly,

and wad fullowed by changes
jn ddrhinistrative siruclidres,
arbar’ property righta
whet aress as appropridie,
It was clear by 1877 1hl!
whatever the, faulis o 1hé
mililary. régime lifider
Mengisiu Halle Mariam, the
externdl threals iv Ethiopin's
terrilorial inlegrity in Eritres
and ihe Ogadén mads
aalional unily imperative.
Afler the defear of
Somali inyasion, the virtual
elimiinaiion of Lhe inlernal (7.
positions of lafi and righi, and

1ha

ihe siand-off in the nurth
agains! the thres or four
separalinl moavemenis,

= 13 saprasbar 1974,

, dnalyse-
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uvarament
lowkéd ma if It Had won Lhe
alleglance, however reluciant,
s bryad specirum Gf the
hlngun L
Rayl Valdes ‘l"lm yyleran
Ellhan diplomd! and ' juur.
falisd. has -tltmpln‘l fo ex-
in the Eihivpian situation:
E-I!; bk anlilled | "Elhi{lp[l-
vhe Upknuiwn*Revolul
Vivatis A0 _imashame
rigan of: the Deraue. l1'| ul'
nlarq:ltlu; and hemaken sume
r# .clairi®,  describing
he E lwi-n#pnpuur up-
lur[ln a8 “lhe  most  spon-
danavus pw-plti revelutlon In
the hisliry of Afrlea,” ‘and
perhaps of ihe whole mu:ld iy

His wotk is of
pupularisaiion. .rather than
of  sclentific himory or
pelitical anslynis. In many
wayd lI_'l.lt LY pily,:_fuk the

Bthin ravnlis ivn] had

& ahort but- mmpll
facing lu:h l]-l.‘vl' reals As
airmed . urﬁln arrof {from lef-
iisl- groups, pessant in-
surgengy led by former lan-
Hubde,  concinueiid  hoslile
propaganda in the world news
medis, and an invagian of the
Ogatlen in which (he role of
the imperialist plmurﬁ tnu-. 11
pul 1t charitably, "unclear”,

Vivo was in a parliculurly
foriundle posilion as 8 Cuban
and therefore as an sccepled
comrade, lo acl as interpreler
of 1he ravolulion (o (he world,
and such interpreiation
ahouwld loclude crititism
where RarFRRAFY,

He vividly deséribes the
eotrse.of eveniy in years vre,
‘wa .and “thres  of l_ht
révolution, providing ihe
fecesaary general informaion
urj  the hisidry of modern

thiupi for an  un-

raianding of laier deyvelop.

enll
i in sirprising Lha ne, as a
arzisly pdopla’ the entirely
Pulmcﬂ conicepl of Ethivpian
survival ss an  independent
tlale duking the culonial
period, whihout describing Lhe
penietrailon 'of capitaliat
rélationg  the!  wceompanjed
tndlu nderpinped . jbat “mur-

* Mof, despile hla altempl 1o
the - sitial rand
econumic  basis  of - the
Ethlopin, . feviflailon, _does
Vive d0, mors than “skate
lightly 'lrujll' ihe surface of
evenis, camddlly deploying as
he races alung & few key con-
copls livs slass siruzele.
uupj}l :mt eriticiama, —
SEne which- ' may he un-
fairly levellad ai .8 work so
clearly intended for 1he
naheul reader — Vivt's buok
royides a mass of deiailed
nfirmation: fn- & eonvenient
furm, «The lasi :hqpur, n
chrunm lpgical EHII“.F ithe

uur;r.

£f In: Dally Mews. =

Revalulion Yrom F:hrulr
1874~ lo_ Beplember 1877,
'pll.'.lmlim' useful,

““I'he wiyle 18 Lively and im-
madinie, and Vive recounis a
number of colourful anecdules
which may or "“may nol be
balisved, bui which un-
doubtedly ' make inleresting
reading. The mosl memorable
of thesé is the sccouni of
Huile Sellassie’s annual blood
sacrifices of young Sudanese
virgina,

s

Un sccasion 1he  auwihor
alluws his novelistic siyle 1o
run away with him, as when

describes Haile Dellassie’s
!nnur ‘thoughis a1 ‘he was
arrepled and 1aken awaey in a
\’ulkawutn s The Hl.dur

doabps wheibet s Cuban
irEallv have
Mln {hiee ruﬂnhm.

Simitarly, many Elhiopians

in the early 708 used 1he ex
prﬂimn “If (rmther than
when) the Emperor dies..™,

bul il was always an ironic
referenice e the regime's ap-
pareni assumplion that things
could be lell an ihey were in-
definitely,

Vivi goes on (o describe a
13-vear-uld  middle-class
setwibichildwho thought that
the Emperor was immorul
and mnever urinaled — a
leenager even more gullible
than the author who recounts
his story.

If this book is reprinted
lﬂm't of the more ecceniric

spellings of Eihiopian names
(Bishoual for Bishofiu, ec.)
mighl well be regularised,

Uther minor affors absund:
Jonathan Dimbleby's film was
called the Hidden Famine,
nyt the Hidden Hurger; there
wers over 7800 aiudenis al
ihe universily, nol uhder
6,000; the range of facul ties a1
the universily were more oFf
less siandard, nol “limited™;
Lij lasu was Iurdir a “child
emperee” in 1916, he was
sbout 20 years old. One could
alan wish for & more
syslemauc treal meantl of
feudal land tenure.

This bods wili' certainly

serve Lo delineale [ 'h' in-
lerested reader the
avenla since IEI'H Wlullui

ikig dnterpreuitjun will cum:
vince him will depend .on his
predispugition rather than the
muslering of arguments,
There 18 nu doubl that the
least one can of the
Dergue iz that they have Lran-
sformed rural seciety and per-

mananily eradicated
feudalism. For the guilines of
this process Lhe reader may be

saiislied with Ethivpia: The.
Unknown Revolution; bul lor
the details he will have o
ook elsewhere,




