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Wr i t i ng  i n  1963,  t h e  l a t e  D.H. J ones  commented on t h e  f i r s t  
volume of  t h e  Hungarian Endre S i k ' s  H i s t o r y  of Black  ~ f r i c a '  
that 

" t h i s  i s  s imply  a n o t h e r  p o t - b o i l i n g  accoun t  of  t h e  
European c o l o n i s a t i o n  of A f r i c a ,  about  1910 v i n t a g e ,  
d i s t i n g u i s h e d  from o t h e r s  of  i t s  k ind  on ly  by t h e  
s l i g h t l y  g r e a t e r  space  i t  a l l o t s  t o  s p e c u l a t i o n  about  
t h e  m y s t e r i o u s  n a t i v e  p a s t . .  . P r o f e s s o r  S i k ' s  unexac t i ng  
s t a n d a r d s  of ev idence  a r e  t h o s e  of t h e  c r u d e s t  t y p e  o f  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r o v e r s y  ."' 

On t h e  second volume, t h e  same r ev i ewer  wro t e  f o u r  y e a r s  later 
that it was 

"a v e r y  bad book which i n v i t e s  t h e  s t r i c t u r e s  l e v e l l e d  
a g a i n s t  i t s  p r edeces so r :  a c r u d e l y  p a r t i s a n  s e l e c t i o n  
and t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  ev idence ,  a v e r y  impe r f ec t  acquain-  
t a n c e  w i t h  r e c e n t  r e s e a r c h ,  an  outmoded, e s s e n t i a l l y  
European-centred p e r s p e c t i v e . . . P r o f e s s o r  S i k  i s . . . d e f i -  
c i e n t  i n  n a r r a t i v e  s k i l l  and h i s t o r i c a l  i n s i g h t . .  .A l l  
t h e  d i v e r s i t y  and d e t a i l e d  i r r e g u l a r i t y  of t h e  h i s t o r -  
i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  i s  smothered under  a uni form b l a n k e t  of 
n a i v e  m o r a l i s i n g  which a l l  b u t  o b l i t e r a t e s  i t s  s i g n i f -
i c a n t  f e a t u r e s .  

Th i s  i s  undoubtedly  s t r o n g  s t u f f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a s  J o n e s  was some 
way from be ing  a r e a c t i o n a r y  s c h o l a r ;  a l t h o u g h  he  no t ed  t h a t  
S i k ' s  book ( h e r e a f t e r  HBA) i s  " sha rp ly  Marx i s t  i n  t o n e , "  he  
p o i n t e d l y  r e f r a i n s  from a t t a c k i n g  i t  on t h a t  s c o r e .  S i k ,  a cco r -
d ing  t o  Jones ,  i s  s imply incompetent .  

However, two p o i n t s  need t o  b e  made, which show t h a t  t h e  
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c a s e  i s  n o t  q u i t e  a s  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  a s  a l l  t h a t .  The f i r s t  i s  
a simple po in t  of informat ion:  a l though HBA's p u b l i s h e r s  make 
no r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  f a c t ,  S i k  completed t h e  work i n  Moscow i n  
t h e  l a t e  1930s and e a r l y  1940s,  and a p p a r e n t l y  d i d  n o t  s e r i o u s l y  
a t t empt  t o  r e v i s e  i t  when i t  appeared i n  p r i n t  some twenty y e a r s  
l a t e r . 4  It i s  t h u s  necessa ry  t o  t a k e  Jones '  r h e t o r i c a l  ph rase  
"about 1910 v in t age"  a l i t t l e  more s e r i o u s l y  than Jones ,  per-
haps ,  i n t ended ,  and t o  p l a c e  t h e  book i n  t h e  c o n t e x t ,  no t  of 
t h e  bourgeois  and e a r l y  n a t i o n a l i s t  h i s to r iog raphy  of t h e  1960s 
and 1970s,  bu t  a f u l l  gene ra t ion  e a r l i e r ,  when Western ( i . e .  
non-Marxist) h i s t o r y  of Af r i ca  e f f e c t i v e l y  d i d  n o t  e x i s t .  This  
l e a d s  u s  t o  our  second p o i n t ,  which i s  t h a t  S i k ' s  c la im t o  our  
a t t e n t i o n  i s  n o t  p r imar i ly  a s  a  Hungarian h i s t o r i a n ,  but  a s  t h e  
t e a c h e r ,  i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union, of a  gene ra t ion  t h a t  inc luded some 
of t h e  most i n f l u e n t i a l  Sov ie t  s t u d e n t s  of Af r i ca .  As "A.A. 
S h i i k , "  he  was t h e  au tho r  of a series of a r t i c l e s  i n  t h e  1930s 
and 1940s t h a t  exe rc i sed  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  develop- 
ment of Af r i can  s t u d i e s  i n  t h e  USSR and l a t e r  i n  o t h e r  s o c i a l i s t  
c o u n t r i e s .  The p resen t  paper ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  
S i k ' s  i d e a s  and a t r a n s l a t i o n  of one of h i s  e a r l y  p i e c e s ,  
a t t e m p t s  t o  show why he must be taken s e r i o u s l y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  by 
Marx i s t s ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  demonst rable  f a i l i n g s  a s  a  h i s t o r i a n  of 
A f r i c a  . 

I n  t h e  1920s,  Endre S i k  was a  Hungarian p o l i t i c a l  r e f u g e e  
i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union. Born i n  1891, he had served i n  t h e  Aus t r i an  
army i n  t h e  F i r s t  World War, and had been won over  t o  Bolshevik 
i d e a s  du r ing  a  per iod  a s  a  prisoner-of-war of t h e  Russians.  
Af t e r  t h e  end of t h e  war and h i s  r e l e a s e  from t h e  Russian camp, 
he r e t u r n e d  t o  Hungary and played an a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  t h e  Hungar- 
i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  of 1919,  when a Sovie t  Republic was e s t a b l i s h e d  
t h a t  l a s t e d  j u s t  over f o u r  months b e f o r e  being crushed by r e -
a c t i o n a r y  i n t e r v e n t i o n i s t  f o r c e s .  S i k  f  l e d  t o  Moscow, w i t h  
hundreds of h i s  compa t r io t s ,  and began an academic c a r e e r .  H e  
graduated  from t h e  I n s t i t u t e  of Red P r o f e s s o r s  and t augh t  a t  
t h e  Communist Un ive r s i ty  of T o i l e r s  of t h e  E a s t ,  known by t h e  
acronym KUTVA, a s  w e l l  a s  a t  o t h e r  c o l l e g e s . '  H e  appea r s  t o  have 
been i n t e r e s t e d  i n i t i a l l y  i n  what was then c a l l e d  t h e  "Negro 
ques t ion"  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  which he s tud ied  i n t e n s i v e l y .  
According t o  one of h i s  former s t u d e n t s ,  S i k  was "soft-spoken 
and modest..  .an out-going person who r a d i a t e d  warmth," and was 
a favor it^ t e a c h e r  a t  KUTVA, where he t augh t  Leninism and p a r t y  
h i s t o r y .  He seems t o  have a t tempted t o  form a  s tudy group on 
t h e  "Negro ques t ion  ,"  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  some of t h e  b l ack  s t u d e n t s  
a t  KUTVA. 

Throughout t h e  1930s and 1940s S i k  produced a s e r i e s  of 
a r t i c l e s ,  c h a p t e r s ,  reviews,  and a book on such themes a s  t h e  
a g r a r i a n  ques t ion  i n  Af r i ca ,  t h e  gene ra l  h i s t o r y  of t r o p i c a l  and 
southern  A f r i c a ,  and t h e  r a c e  ques t ion  and ~ a r x i s m . ~  A f t e r  t h e  
end of t h e  Second World War he publ ished no new w r i t i n g  on Af- 
r i c a  i n  Russ ian ,  and t h e  b e l a t e d  appearance of HBA i n  Engl ish ,  
French,  and Hungarian appa ren t ly  marks t h e  end of h i s  c a r e e r  a s  
a working h i s t o r i a n  of ~ f r i c a . '  

S i k ' s  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  1930s and 1940s o r i g i n a t e d  a s  a  r e sponse  
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t o  c e r t a i n  d e c i s i o n s  about t h e  c o l o n i a l  ques t ion  taken a t  t h e  
6 t h  Congress of t h e  Comintern ( t h e  Third ,  o r  Communist In t e rna -  
t i o n a l )  which had met i n  Moscow i n  J u l y ,  August, and September 
1928. It i s  impor tant  t o  remember t h a t  t h e  Comintern was re-
garded a t  t h a t  t ime a s  t h e  supreme body of t h e  communist move- 
ment worldwide, of which t h e  v a r i o u s  communist p a r t i e s  were, 
nominally a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  branches .  The d e c i s i o n s  of 
t h e  Congress, a s  t h e  supreme organ of t h i s  supreme body, had 
a p e c u l i a r  and b inding a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  p a r t i e s  and on ind iv id -
u a l  communists. I n  any even t ,  t h e  6 t h  Congress had accepted  a 
document on t h e  c o l o n i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  i n  which much more a t t e n t i o n  
was paid t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  problems of r e v o l u t i o n a r y  pol- 
i t i c a l  work i n  t h e  c o l o n i e s  than  any p rev ious  Congress had con-
s ide red  worthwhile.  

I n  t h i s  c l i m a t e ,  S i k  began t o  a t t empt  t o  focus  a t t e n t i o n  
on t h e  Af r i can  c o l o n i e s ,  which had always occupied a  much lower 
p o s i t i o n  on any p o l i t i c a l  s c a l e  of p r i o r i t i e s  than  China, I n d i a ,  
o r  sou theas t  As ia ,  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of r easons .  A t  t h a t  t ime t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n a l  base  f o r  t h e  Marxis t  s tudy  of A f r i c a  was a l r e a d y  
on t h e  way t o  being c r e a t e d .  The S c i e n t i f i c  Research Associa- 
t i o n  f o r  t h e  Study of Na t iona l  and Co lon ia l  Problems (NIANKP) 
had o r i g i n a l l y  been s e t  up wi th in  KUTVA,but by 1929 was an  
autonomous o rgan iza t ion .  On 13  A p r i l  1929 S i k  presented  a  paper ,  
t r a n s l a t e d  he re ,  t o  a seminar w i t h i n  NIANKP, which a t tempted 
t o  provide  an agenda f o r  such a  Marxist  s tudy  of Af r i ca .  It 
was e s s e n t i a l l y  t h e  f i r s t  a t t empt  t o  sys t ema t i ze  Af r i can  s t u d i e s  
i n  Marxist  terms; but  it was drawn up i n  t h e  con tex t  of a s e r i e s  
of s t r u g g l e s  over  t heo ry  a t  a  much more g e n e r a l  l e v e l ,  which must 
be  taken i n t o  account i n  t h e  eva lua t ion  of S i k ' s  i deas .  

The S i x t h  Congress of t h e  Comintern and t h e  Debate on t h e  
Colonia l  Question 

The paper was publ ished i n  R e v o ~ i u t s i o n n y i  Vostok (The Rev-
o l u t i o n a r y  E a s t ) ,  NIANKP's j o u r n a l ,  i n  1930, w i t h  t h e  n o t e  
" for  purposes of d i scuss ion ; ' '  t h a t  i s ,  i t  was n o t  given f u l l  
e d i t o r i a l  endorsement a t  t h e  t ime.  Th i s  i s  n o t  s u r p r i s i n g ,  
s i n c e  S i k ' s  e a r l i e r  a n a l y s e s  of South A f r i c a  and t h e  Afro-Amer- 
ican  ques t ion  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  had been used t o  provide  
t h e o r e t i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  oppos i t i on  t o  what became, i n  
1928, t h e  o f f i c i a l  l i n e  of t h e  6 t h  Congress of t h e  Comintern. 

The Comintern's a n a l y s e s  of South A f r i c a  and t h e  United 
S t a t e s  were l i n k e d ,  a p p a r e n t l y  because bo th  c a s e s  were cons id-  
ered  d i s t i n c t  from, but  c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  t o ,  c o l o n i a l  problems. 
The American Harry Haywood has  desc r ibed  t h e  Negro Commission, 
which was s e t u p  a s  an independent body t o  d e a l  w i t h  Afro- 
Americans and w i t h  t h e  South Af r i can  q u e s t i o n ,  a s  being i n  
r e a l i t y  a sub-committee of t h e  Co lon ia l  Commission of t h e  6 t h  

Haywood was c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
t h a t  t r e a t e d  bo th  c a s e s  a s  involving n a t i o n a l  oppres s ion ,  t h a t  



i s  a s  national r a t h e r  t h a n  racial q u e s t i o n s .  Consequent ly ,  i n  
b o t h  c a s e s  Haywood argued  i n  f a v o r  of n a t i o n a l  s e l f -de t e rmina -
t i o n ,  a l i n e  t h a t  h e  had deve loped  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1927-1928 
w i t h  t h e  Russ ian  Nasanov and t h e  South  A f r i c a n  J.  La Guma. l o  

The c o n t r a r y  l i n e ,  a s  i n  S i k l s  a rguments ,  was t h a t  i n  b o t h  
c a s e s  t h e  pr ime f a c t o r  i n  o p p r e s s i o n  was r a c i s t  i deo logy .  Th i s  
" r a c i a l  m i n o r i t y "  l i n e  imp l i ed  t h e  d e l i b e r a t e  a s s i m i l a t i o n  o r  
i n t e g r a t i o n  of b l a c k s  i n t o  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  American and South  
A f r i c a n  Communist P a r t i e s  and t r a d e  un ion  movements. The i d e o l -  
ogy of w h i t e  chauvin ism was seen  a s  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  b lock  t o  t h e  
u n i t y  of b l a c k  and w h i t e  workers .  According t o  Haywood, t h i s  
l i n e  r u l e d  o u t  a l l  n a t i o n a l i s t  movements a s  d i v i s i v e  and d i s -  
t r a c t i n g  from t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  s o c i a l i s m .  l 1  It e f f e c t i v e l y  
a t t emp ted  t o  f i t  t h e  Afro-American q u e s t i o n  and t h e  South  A f r i -  
c an  b l a c k  pea san t  q u e s t i o n  i n t o  a s i m p l i s t i c  framework of "pure 
p r o l e t a r i a n  c l a s s  s t r ugg l e . "12  For Haywood, such  a  p o s i t i o n  
was one  of " a b s t r a c t  Marxism," a m i s t a k e  made by t h o s e  "unable  
t o  r e l a t e  Marxism t o  t h e  c o n c r e t e  expe r i ence  of  t h e i r  own 
people . "  I n  h i s  view, t h e  c o n t r a r y  t h e s i s  o f  s e l f  - de t e rmina t i on  
"had c o r r e c t l y  e l e v a t e d  t h e  f i g h t  f o r  Black  r i g h t s  t o  a r evo lu -
t i o n a r y  p o s i t i o n ,  whereas proponents  of S i k ' s  t h e o r i e s  a t t emp ted  
t o  downgrade t h e  movement, s e e i n g  i t  a s  a  minor a s p e c t  of t h e  
c l a s s  s t r u g g l e . " l  The outcome of  t h e  " s e l f  -de te rmina t ion1 '  
a n a l y s i s ,  which emerged v i c t o r i o u s  d u r i n g  t h e  d e b a t e s  of t h e  
6 t h  Congress ,  was t h e  advocacy of  a n  "independent  N a t i v e  South  
A f r i c n  Repub l i c ,  w i t h  f u l l  and e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  a l l  r a c e s ,  a s  
a s t a g e  t owards  a  Workers and P e a s a n t s  ~ e ~ u b l i c . " ' ~  

Whatever t h e  d e f e c t s  of S i k ' s  a n a l y s i s  and t h e  m e r i t s  o f  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  t h a t  emerged a s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of  t h e  6 t h  Congress,  
i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  Haywood's l i n e  does  n o t  i t s e l f  e s c a p e  t h e  
c h a r g e  of  " a b s t r a c t  Marxism." There  a r e  immense d i f f i c u l t i e s  
i n  i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  Afro-Americans i n  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  a r e  
waging a n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  s t r u g g l e  " t o  s o l v e  t h e  problems of  
l a n d  and freedom which t h e  bou rgeo i s  democ ra t i c  r e v o l u t i o n  of 
t h e  C i v i l  War and Recons t ruc t i on  l e f t  u n f i n i s h e d . " 1 5  Even i f  
a n  ag ra r i an -democ ra t i c  n a t i o n a l  l i b e r a t i o n  movement had c o n s t i -
t u t e d  i t s e l f  i n  t h e  1920s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  been t ransformed 
by subsequent  developments .  These i n c l u d e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  indus-
t r i a l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  Sou th  and t h e  growth  of a  Black  p r o l e t a r i a t ,  
which even t h e  6 t h  Congress r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  Afro-American ques-
t i o n  r ecogn i zed  a s  " t h e  most impor t an t  phenomenon of r e c e n t  
yea r s . "16  Yet Haywood, w r i t i n g  i n  1978,  s t i l l  c lung  t o  on t h e  
whole a 6 t h  Congress p o s i t  i o n ,  w h i l e  r e c o g n i z i n g  c e r t a i n  weak- 
n e s s e s  i n  t h e  1928 Afro-American r e s o l u t i o n .  Th i s  i s  h i s  o n l y  
acknowledgment, i n  t e rms  of t h e o r y ,  of t h e  mass ive  economic and 
demographic changes  of t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  h a l f  c e n t u r y .I7 

Although h i s  book i s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  and u s e f u l  s o u r c e  of  
i n f o r m a t i o n  abou t  t h e s e  s t r u g g l e s ,  Haywood was, of c o u r s e ,  a 
r e l a t i v e l y  minor f i g u r e  whose p e r s o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  should n o t  
be o v e r e s t i m a t e d .  The p o s i t i o n  t h a t  he  defended ,  however, con-
t i n u e s  t o  b e  of some c u r r e n t  impor tance  i n ,  f o r  example, t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  s t r u g g l e s  on t h e  f r i n g e s  of t h e  South  A f r i c a n  l i b e r -  
a t i o n  movement. The j o u r n a l  Ikwesi, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  pub l i shed  i n  
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Nottingham, England, and c l o s e l y  (but  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y )  l i n k e d  t o  
a so-ca l led  "Maoist wing" o r  tendency w i t h i n  t h e  P.A.C., makes 
e x t e n s i v e  u s e  of e x a c t l y  t h i s  l i n e  of a n a l y s i s ,  o f t e n  e l e v a t i n g  
t h e  Co lon ia l  Theses t o  t h e  p o s i t i o n  of an  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  t e x t  f o r  
t h e  p re sen t  day.' '  

Haywood's account  of South Af r i ca  sugges t s  t h a t  h e  saw any 
independent Na t ive  South Af r i can  Republic a s  an i n t e r m e d i a t e  
s t a g e  i n  a  s o c i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  j u s t  a s  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
he  had analyzed t h e  r i g h t  t o  se l f -de t e rmina t ion  i n  te rms of com-
p l e t i n g  t h e  bourgeo i s  democra t ic  r e v o l ~ t i o n . ~ ~  Such a  concep-
t i o n  of h i s t o r y  can  s c a r c e l y  avoid  being c a l l e d  " a b s t r a c t  Marxism" 
i n  t h e  sense  in which Haywood u s e s  t h e  t e r m .  It i s  p r e c i s e l y  
t h i s  kind of s u p r a - h i s t o r i c a l  concept ion  t h a t  t r e a t s  h i s t o r y  
i n  te rms of a p p a r e n t l y  "un ive r sa l "  concep t s ,  and t h a t  b l o c k s  
t h e  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  s o c i a l  f o r c e s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n .  

Consequently,  ou r  c r i t i q u e  of S i k  should n o t  b e  equated 
w i t h  t h e  c r i t i c i s m s  t h a t  were made of h i s  work a t  t h e  t ime  of t h e  
6 t h  Congress. It i s  c l e a r  from Haywood's account  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  
c r i t i c i s m s  formed p a r t  of a v e r y  complex s e t  of s t r u g g l e s  t h a t  
were being waged between S t a l i n  and Bukharin i n  t h e  Sov ie t  Union, 
and between d i f f e r e n t  f a c t i o n s  i n  both  t h e  Communist P a r t y  of 
South A f r i c a  (C.P.S.A.) and t h e  Communist P a r t y  of t h e  United 
S t a t e s  of America (C.P.U.S.A.). They a l s o  involved c r i t i c i s m  
of t h e  p o l i c y  of t h e  Communist P a r t y  of Great  B r i t a i n  (C.P.G.B.) 
towards t h e  c o l o n i e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  With r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  C.P.S.A., 
i t  is  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  l i n e  of t h e  6 t h  Congress was n o t  immedi-
a t e l y  implemented. It had been r e s i s t e d  by t h e  South Af r i can  
d e l e g a t i o n  t o  t h e  Congress,  bu t  was adopted by t h e  C.P.S.A. a t  
i t s  confe rence  of 28 December 1928 t o  1 January  1929 .~ '  The 
l a t e r  r e f u s a l  of some p a r t y  members t o  a c c e p t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of 
t h i s  conference  seems t o  have caused c o n s i d e r a b l e  c o n f l i c t  
w i t h i n  t h e  C.P.S.A. T h i s  s t r i f e ,  coupled w i t h  a  h igh ly  sec-
t a r i a n  and l e f t i s t  implementation of t h e  programme by t h e  new 
l e a d e r s h i p  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of t h e  s e v e r e  s t a t e  r e p r e s s i o n  of t h e  
t ime ,  was r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  p a r t y ' s  d e c l i n e ,  which was n o t  t o  
b e  r eve r sed  u n t i l  t h e  l a t e  1930s.  

S i k '  s programmatic paper ,  t r a n s l a t e d  h e r e ,  must be  i n t e r -  
p re t ed  i n  t h e  l i g h t  of t h e s e  d e b a t e s  a t  t h e  6 t h  Comintern Con- 
g r e s s .  Edward T. Wilson has  c o r r e c t l y  pointed  o u t  t h a t ,  w h i l e  
Sov ie t  academic i n t e r e s t  i n  sub-Saharan A f r i c a  da t ed  from t h e  
e a r l y  1920s,  it remained f o r  t h e  6 t h  Congress " to  s t i m u l a t e  a  
r e a l  expansion of Sov ie t  i n t e r e s t  i n  Negro ~ f r i c a . " ~  However, 
he  may b e  exagge ra t ing  when h e  s t a t e s  t h a t ,  a f t e r  t h e  6 t h  Com-
i n t e r n  Congress,  S i k  "had been regarded a s  something of an 
a u t h o r i t y  on t h e  g e n e r a l  ques t ion  of ~ e ~ r o e s . " ~ ~  While it i s  
t r u e  t h a t  S i k ' s  a r t i c l e  "The Comintern Program and t h e  R a c i a l  
Problem" had appeared i n  t h e  Comint e r n  j ou rna l  Communist Inter- 
nationai! i n  August 1928, r i g h t  i n  t h e  middle  of t h e  6 t h  Congress, 
Haywood's account makes i t  c l e a r  t h a t  t h i s  a r t i c l e  and t h e  paper 
t h a t  S i k  p re sen ted  t o  t h e  Negro Commission (which s t a r t e d  t o  work 
on 6 t h  August) were t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  a p o s i t i o n  which 
was r e j e c t e d  by t h e  Congress. The same i s s u e  of Comnist Inter- 



nat ional  c o n t a i n e d  a  s e r i e s  of  d i s c u s s i o n  a r t i c l e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  
o n e  by t h e  American Pepper ,  whose l i n e  was d i f f e r e n t  from Hay- 
wood' s, and o n e  by Haywood h imse l f .  2 4  It would seem t h a t  no 
v e r y  g r e a t  a u t h o r i t y  can b e  a t t a c h e d  t o  ~ i k ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  mere ly  
one  of s e v e r a l  i n  1928.  He may have  simply been a t t e m p t i n g  t o  
r e i n f o r c e  h i s  s t a n d i n g  a t  t h e  t i m e  of h i s  A p r i l  1929 agenda 
pape r .  Thus i t  may b e  more a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  i n t e r p r e t  t h e  agenda 
a s  a  p a r t i a l  change  of p o s i t i o n  by S i k ,  w i thou t  comp le t e ly  aban- 
doning h i s  emphasis  on r a c e  r a t h e r  t h a n  n a t i o n a l i t y  a s  a  key 
element  i n  h i s  a n a l y s i s .  Indeed ,  t h i s  may accoun t  f o r  what 
seems a t  f i r s t  s i g h t  t o  b e  a  r a t h e r  s t r a n g e  d e f i n i t i o n  of na-
t i o n s  i n  t e rms  of  e t h n i c ,  t r i b a l l y - c o n s t i t u t e d  e n t i t i e s .  S i k  
may n o t  o n l y  have  been s e t t i n g  o u t  a n  agenda f o r  f u t u r e  work, 
b u t  a l s o  r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  by modify- 
i n g  h i s  p o s i t  i on .  

Wilson a r g u e s  t h a t  S i k ' s  1929 paper  provided  a b a s i s  f o r  
a l l  subsequent  S o v i e t  A f r i c a n  s t u d i e s ,  and provoked a s  a  r e -
sponse  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a permanent A f r i c a n  Bureau under  
t h e  a u s p i c e s  of NIANKP. While  t h e s e  p o i n t s  a r e  b a s i c a l l y  
c o r r e c t ,  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  S i k ' s  paper  provided  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a l l  
subsequent  S o v i e t  Afr ikan i s t i ka  ( a s  it i s  now known i n  t h e  USSR) 
should  n o t  l e a d  o n e  t o  suppose  t h a t  a l l  h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t i o n s  
were r i g i d l y  adhered  t o  by h i s  c o l l e a g u e s  and s t u d e n t s .  W i l -
son p o i n t s  o u t  t h a t  1.1. Po t ekh in  and A.Z. Zusmanovich were  
among t h e  emerging group  of A f r i c a n  s p e c i a l i s t s ,  and he  t r e a t s  
t h e  f i r s t  work on which t hey  c o l l a b o r a t e d  (Forced Labour and the  
Trade Union Movement i n  Negro A fr ica)  a s  remarkable  f o r  t h e  
d e p t h  of i t s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  some of t h e  q u e s t i o n s  posed by 
S i k .  T h i s  1933 work h a s  r e c e n t l y  (1979) been t r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  
E n g l i s h  a s  Forced Labour i n  CoZoniaZ Afr ica.  2 7  It seems t o  u s  
t h a t  it i s  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  "remarkable dep th"  t o  which Wilson 
draws a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  p r e v e n t s  one  from t r e a t i n g  it simply a s  a n  
implementa t ion  of S i k '  s programme. Neve r the l e s s ,  some pa s sages  
do  show t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of S i k ' s  i d e a s  q u i t e  c l e a r l y .  The fo l low-  
i ng  pa s sage ,  f o r  example, d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  work of t h e  6 t h  Congress 
on t h e  "Negro q u e s t i o n ,  I' s t u d i o u s l y  a v o i d s  ment ion  of  t h e  cen-
t r a l  "Black Republ ic"  r e s o l u t i o n ,  and i n s t e a d  emphasizes t h e  
secondary  ( t o  t h e  Congress)  i d e a  of  r a c i a l  a s s i m i l a t i o n :  

"The s i x t h  Comintern Congress r e s o l u t i o n  on t h e  Negro 
q u e s t i o n  s t a t e s  t h a t  we must i n v o l v e  'wh i t e  workers  
i n  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  Neg[r ]o  demands'.  One should r e -
member t h a t  t h e  b l a c k  masses  w i l l  b e  more w ide ly  drawn 
i n t o  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  s t r u g g l e  i f  t h e  consc ious  e l e -  
ment among w h i t e  workers  p roves ,  by i t s  a c t i o n s ,  t h a t  
i t  i s  s t r u g g l i n g  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  b l a c k s  a g a i n s t  r a c i a l  
p e r s e c u t i o n  and i n e q u a l i t y  i n  a l l  i t s  forms.  The 
s i x t h  Congress a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  e r a d i c a t e  
t h e  bou rgeo i s  i deo logy  of r a c i a l  ' supreriacy,  ' t h e  
s t r u g g l e ,  bo th  i n  words and deeds ,  must above a l l  b e  
d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  chauvinism among t h e  workers  of 
o p p r e s s o r  c o u n t r i e s ,  and a l s o  a g a i n s t  t h e  bou rgeo i s  
tendency  towards  s e p a r a t i s m ,  e v i d e n t  among downtrodden 
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n a t i o n a l i t i e s  and r e s u l t i n g  from r a c i a l  ~ p p r e s s i o n . ' ' ~ ~  

As Robin Cohen d r y l y  comments, " the  i n c l u s i o n  of t h i s  passage  
and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of t h e  S i x t h  Congress i s  of g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  view of t h e  South Af r i can  Communist P a r t y ' s  [ i . e .  C.P. 
S.A.] adopt ion  of t h e  Black Republic s logan.  "'' It i s  c l e a r  
t h a t  t h i s  a n a l y s i s i s  much c l o s e r  t o  S i k ' s  argument f o r  r a c i a l  
a s s i m i l a t i o n  on a  common c l a s s  p l a t fo rm than i t  i s  t o  a s s i m i l a -  
t i o n  under t h e  banner of a Black Republic.  

Nonetheless ,  Forced Labour i n  CoZoniaZ Africa escapes  many 
of t h e  weaknesses of S i k ' s  own t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s i t  i o n s ,  which 
have been no ted  i n  developed c r i t i q u e s  of h i s  well-known fou r -
volume work H B A ~ '  and in our  t r a n s l a t o r s '  f o o t n o t e s  t o  t h e  
p r e s e n t  paper.  Furthermore,  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z a t i o n  of Sov-
i e t  A f r i c a n i s t i c s  t h a t  t ook  p l a c e  fo l lowing  S i k ' s  1929 paper 
should n o t  be  o v e r s t a t e d .  A s  Wilson p o i n t s  o u t  i n  ano the r  
work, t h e r e  was a  subsequent l o s s  of bo th  p o l i t i c a l  and academic 
i n t e r e s t  i n  A f r i c a  i n  t h e  l a t e r  1930s a s  t h e  Sov ie t  Union 
turned i t s  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  growing t h r e a t  of Nazi Germany.31 
It i s  p r e c i s e l y  f o r  t h i s  reason t h a t  one can  say  t h a t  Potekhin  
"presided over  a  r ena i s sance"  of Sov ie t  A f r i c a n i s t i c s  i n  t h e  
l a t e  1950s,  and t h a t  renewed p o l i t i c a l  emphasis a r o s e  a t  
t h a t  t ime  on t h e  i d e a  of a n o n - c a p i t a l i s t  p a t h  of development. 3 2  

The Non-Capi ta l i s t  Pa th  of Development 

S i k ' s  u s e  i n  h i s  1929 paper of such terms a s  obshehina 
(used i n  Russian t o  r e f e r  t o  t h e  r e p a r t i t i o n a l  commune of 
Russian peasants)  and even put1  nekapitaZisticheskogo r a z v i t i i a  
(pa th  of n o n - c a p i t a l i s t  development) had a c e r t a i n  resonance  
i n  t h e  con tex t  of contemporary Sovie t  d e b a t e s  on t h e  f a t e  of 
t h e  commune and a g r a r i a n  t r ans fo rma t ion .  A t  t h a t  time, of 
cour se ,  t h e r e  was v i r t u a l l y  no a t t empt  t o  r e l a t e  such g e n e r a l  
t h e o r e t i c a l  q u e s t i o n s  t o  t h e  Af r i can  s i t u a t i o n ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  in -  
c r eased  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o l o n i a l  problems i n  gene ra l .  S i k ' s  i n f l u -
ence was t h e r e f o r e  a l l  t h e  g r e a t e r  w i t h i n  t h e  t i n y  world of 
Af r i can  s t u d i e s .  

The g e n e r a l  d e b a t e  on t h e  commune d a t e s  e s s e n t i a l l y  from 
1925, w i th  some e a r l i e r  contribution^.^^ It took  p l a c e ,  of 
cour se ,  w i t h i n  a n  even more gene ra l  and immediate d e b a t e  on 
t h e  a g r a r i a n  ques t ion  and on i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n ,  bo th  p r e s s i n g  
p o l i c y  q u e s t i o n s  conf ron t ing  t h e  Sov ie t  p a r t y  and s t a t e  a t  
t h i s  pe r iod .  The r e l evance  of t h e s e  d e b a t e s  t o  S i k ' s  work on 
A f r i c a  l i e s  i n  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c i p a n t s  had been g r e a t l y  
in f luenced  by t h e  now famous d r a f t s  of Marx's 1881 l e t t e r  t o  
Vera Zasu l i ch ,  f i r s t  publ ished i n  f u l l  i n  Moscow i n  1924.34 

N.  Sukhailov, f o r  example, t r i e d  t o  u s e  Marx's d r a f t s ,  
w h i l e  a rgu ing  t h a t  t h e  October r e v o l u t i o n  had so  t ransformed 
t h e  commune t h a t  it could now impose p r o g r e s s i v e  p o l i c i e s  on 
i t s  members, t h u s  becoming a n  ins t rument  of p rogres s  and soc ia l i sm.  



M. Kubanin r e p l i e d  t h a t  Marx's argument had been t h a t  t h e  com- 
mune could have been saved a s  a  s o c i a l  b a s i s  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  
t r ans fo rma t ion  by a r e v o l u t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime, t h a t  i s ,  be fo re  
t h e  development of c a p i t a l i s m  i n  t h e  1880s and 1 8 9 0 s . ~ ~  

S h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h e  Russian commune disappeared  i n  t h e  co l -  
l e c t i v i z a t i o n  d r i v e  a t  t h e  end of t h e  1920s,  t h e  d e b a t e  on i t s  
r o l e  was reopened by S.M. Dubrovskii ,  who had p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  
t h e  a g r a r i a n  d e b a t e  of t h e  1 9 2 0 s . ~ ~  By 1933 Dubrovskii  was 
a t t empt ing  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  t h e  abandonment of t h e  
commune whi l e  s a lvag ing  "Marxist s t a t emen t s  about t h e  p o s s i b i l -  
i t y  of bypassing t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  s t a g e  of economic development 
i n  ~ u s s i a . " ~ ~  The a c t u a l  expres s ion  "non-cap i t a l i s t  path" had 
been used f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  a t  t h e  6 t h  Congress, but  t h e  
chairman of t h e  Co lon ia l  Commission and d r a f t e r  of t h e  Co lon ia l  
Theses,  Ottomar Kuusinen, had pointed  o u t  t h a t  no t h e o r e t i c a l  
work had been done on t h e  ques t ion  i n  "backward c o u n t r i e ~ . " ~ '  
Dubrovski i ' s  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  and indeed S i k ' s  agenda, may be seen 
a s  p re l imina ry  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e c t i f y  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  a l though no 
r e a l  d e b a t e  over  o r  developed t h e o r e t i c a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  
t h e  concept of t h e  "non-cap i t a l i s t  path" was t o  appear  b e f o r e  
t h e  1960s.  3 9  

Dubrovski i  tended t o  f o l l o w  t h e  dominant p a r t y  l i n e ,  and 
t h e r e  a r e  grounds f o r  supposing t h a t  t h e  i d e a  of a "non-capital-
i s t  path"  based on t h e  development of communes might we l l  have 
been a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  P a r t y ,  g iven  t h a t  Dubrovskii  was expound-
ing i t  i n  t h e  i n f i n i t e l y  l e s s  l i b e r a l  atmosphere of t h e  mid- 
1930s.  He c e r t a i n l y  argued i n  h i s  a r t i c l e  i n  f avor  of communes 
a s  t h e  b a s i s  f o r  a g r a r i a n  t r ans fo rma t ion  i n  contemporary Mexi- 
co .' O However, w i t h  regard  t o  t h e  USSR i t s e l f ,  h e  appea r s  t o  
have t aken  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p recond i t ions  f o r  such a  de-
velopment--namely a suppor t ing  p r o l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  i n  West- 
e rn  Europe and t h e  maintenance of c a p i t a l i s t  p e n e t r a t i o n  i n  t h e  
c o u n t r y s i d e  a t  a v e r y  low level--were a b s e n t .  

Marx's l e t t e r  does  appear  t o  suppor t  t h e  idea  of a poten-
t i a l l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  r o l e  f o r  t h e  commune, g iven t h e s e  pre-con- 
d i t i o n s .  T h i s  view i s  c l o s e  t o  t h a t  of t h e  Russian p o p u l i s t s  
who, a l though  t h e y  could no t  have known of t h e  long d r a f t s  of 
Marx's l e t t e r ,  d i d  cons ide r  that they  were drawing on Marx's 
a n a l y s i s  of c a p i t a l i s m  i n  Russ ian  ~ o n d i t i o n s . ' ~  

It i s  c l e a r  from S i k ' s  a r t i c l e  t r a n s l a t e d  h e r e  t h a t  h e  was 
c l o s e  t o  arguing t h a t  Af r i ca  d i d  f u l f i l l  t h e  necessa ry  pre-con- 
d i t i o n s  f o r  u s ing  communal forms of s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion  a s  t h e  
b a s i s  f o r  a g r a r i a n  t r ans fo rma t ion ,  s i n c e  t h e  suppor t ing  pro- 
l e t a r i a n  r e v o l u t i o n  had taken p l a c e ,  n o t  i n  t h e  West, bu t  i n  
t h e  Sov ie t  Union. C e r t a i n l y  a  p o s i t i o n  f a i r l y  c l o s e  t o  t h i s  
has  become common i n  t h e  USSR now, a t  l e a s t  a s  f a r  a s  t h e  pos- 
s i b i l i t y  of fo l lowing  a  n o n - c a p i t a l i s t  p a t h  ( t h a t  i s ,  ach iev ing  
s o c i a l i s t  t r ans fo rma t ion  wi thout  pass ing  through a  c a p i t a l i s t  
phase) i s  concerned.  The deba te  w i t h i n  t h e  USSR i s  by no means 
o v e r ,  a s  p o s i t i o n s  taken throughout t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  l i b e r a l  e r a  
of t h e  1960s show.42 

S i k ' s  i d e a s  on Af r i ca  found a s e m i - o f f i c i a l  echo i n  Dubrov- 
s k i i ' s  more g e n e r a l  work and i t  i s  c l e a r  t ha t - -desp i t e ,  r a t h e r  
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than because of--posit ions taken by t h e  Comintern 6 t h  Congress, 

such i d e a s  have continued t o  gain  ground i n  t h e  Sovie t  Union 

and t h e  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  t h e  1960s. 


It i s  c l e a r  t h a t  S i k ' s  agenda was presented a t  an important 
conjuncture  i n  t h e  development of Sovie t  views on t h e  n a t u r e  
of t h e  USSR i t s e l f  and on t h e  r e l a t i o n  of t h e  USSR t o  t h e  col-  
on ies  i n  genera l  (and Afr ica  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ) .  It i s  a l s o  appar- 
en t  t h a t  t h e  p r e c i s e  form of t h e  development of Sovie t  Afr ikan-
i s t i k a  s t a r t i n g  from S i k ' s  agenda over t h e  period from 1930 t o  
1960 r e q u i r e s  f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  i f  i t  i s  no t  t o  be t r e a t e d  
merely a s  t h e  r e a l i z a t i o n  of S i k ' s  ideas .  The a c t u a l  cond i t ions  
i n  which e a r l y  Sovie t  i n v e s t i g a t o r s  worked must a l s o  be  taken 
i n t o  account i f  we a r e  no t  t o  f a l l  i n t o  t h e  e r r o r  of a t t r i b u t i n g  
a l l  shortcomings i n  t h e i r  work merely t o  i d e o l o g i c a l  orthodoxy. 
A.B. Davidson has  w r i t t e n  

"In those  yea r s  t h e  Marxist s c i e n t i s t s  who s tudied 
Afr ica  worked i n  extremely d i f f i c u l t  cond i t ions .  None 
of them, wi th  t h e  exception of Alber t  Nzula and some 
o the r  Af r i cans ,  had ever s e t  h i s  f o o t  on Afr ican s o i l  
and seen Afr ica  wi th  h i s  own eyes. The ve ry  l i m i t e d  
access  t o  Afr ican r e a l i t i e s ,  t h e  absence of broad con-
t a c t s  wi th  fo re ign  scho la r s ,  sharp  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  t h e  
cha rac te r  and q u a l i t y  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  grounding of 
t h e  f i r s t  Af r i can i s t s - -a l l  t h i s  could n o t  but  make it-
s e l f  f e l t .  Besides,  i n  t h o s e  yea r s ,  i n  cond i t ions  of 
a sharp  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  bourgeois ideology, some t r a -  
d i t i o n s  of c l a s s i c a l  o r i e n t a l  s t u d i e s  were temporar i ly  
l o s t ,  and a ' n i h i l i s t i c '  a t t i t u d e  towards h i s t o r y  was 
sometimes displayed.  " 

Nonetheless,  Davidson goes on, t h e  work of t h e s e  e a r l y  research-  
e r s  i s  important because it r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  f i r s t  a t t empts  a t  a 
problanat  i z a t i o n  i n  Marxist terms of s p e c i f i c  ques t ions  r e l a t e d  
t o  Afr ican s o c i a l  format ions ,  a t t empts  t h a t  cont inue t o  have 
resonance,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  i n  our own 
day. 4 4  

J. Slovo has  argued t h a t  a t  a 1960 World Congress of e ighty-
one Communist and workers '  P a r t i e s ,  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a t i o n  of t h e  
t h e o r e t i c a l  framework f o r  t h e  no t ion  of a n o n - c a p i t a l i s t  road,  
supported i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  by s o c i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s ,  was s t i l l  
lacking,  a l though Lenin had c a l l e d  f o r  it i n  t h e  1920s.' This  
r a i s e s  t h e  ques t ion  of what happened t o  academic r e s e a r c h  t h a t  
might have formed t h e  b a s i s  f o r  such a t h e o r e t i c a l  framework. 
How f a r  d i d  t h e  l a t e r  work of t h e  Afr ican Bureau, and of schol-
a r s  such a s  Potekhin and Zusmanovich, surmount t h e  weaknesses 
of S i k ' s  p o s i t i o n ?  Debates on t h e  quest ion of t h e  n o n - c a p i t a l i s t  
road and t h e  re levance of Sovie t  a g r a r i a n  h i s t o r y  of t h e  1920s 
underwent a r e v i v a l  i n  t h e  Soviet  Union i n  t h e  1960s. What 



was t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of such academic work on t h e  fo rma t ion  of 
S o v i e t  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  p o s i t i o n s  i n  t h e  1960s and 1970s? These 
and o t h e r  q u e s t i o n s  sugges t  t h a t  an unde r s t and ing  of  t h e  r o l e  
of t h e  Sov ie t  Union i n  A f r i c a  must b e  sought ,  a t  l e a s t  p a r t i a l l y ,  
t h rough  r e s e a r c h  on t h e  p roduc t ion  of Af r i can  h i s t o r y  i n  t h e  
Sov ie t  Union, a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  development of Marxis t  t h e o r y  i n  
g e n e r a l  s i n c e  1930. 
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t i o n ]  (Moscow, 1977 ) ,  126-37; "Kolonial izmu n e t  mes ta  na  
zemle" [The re  i s  no  p l a c e  f o r  c o l o n i a l i s m  on t h e  e a r t h ]  
Mezhdunarodnaia Zhizn ',3 (1961) , 3-16; "Mirambo : oche rk  i z  
k n i g i  vengerskogo a f r  i k a n i s t i k a  V t e n i  vel ikogo Miramborr 
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have  n o t  had a c c e s s  t o  Hungarian b i b l i o g r a p h i c  s o u r c e s ,  
bu t  we know of no p u b l i s h e d  work by S i k  w r i t t e n  l a t e r  t h a n  
1946. See  Izuchenie A f r i k i  v Ross i i ,  17811. 
Haywood, Black Bolshevik,  259. 
I b i d . ,  270. It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  a cco rd ing  t o  
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(New York, 1974 ) ,  169-70, esp .  n.28,  t h i s  s e l f -de t e rmina -  
t i o n  app roach ,  a d v o c a t i n g  t h a t  Amer i c a n  Negroes had some 
of t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a n a t i o n ,  had been  p u t  forward  
by S t a l i n  i n  1925 t o  a  group  of  f i v e  Afro-Americans who 
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b r o t h e r  of Ha r ry  Haywood ( i b i d . ,  336n28 and Haywood, Black 
Bolshevik,  265) who opposed Haywood's p o s i t i o n  a t  t h e  6 t h  
Congress.  According t o  Wilson,  (169) t h e  6 t h  Congress 
p o s i t i o n  on t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  i n c l u d e d  advocacy of a n  i n -
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t i o n  of  Haywood's p o s i t i o n ,  which h e  a d m i t t e d  was based on 
a s t u d y  of  t h e  Garvey movement (Black Bolshevik,  248) . 
Y e t  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  h e  does  n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  s a y  t h i s .  Per -
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made c l e a r  t h a t  one  cannot  ho ld  a b s o l u t e l y  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
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t o  t h e  6 t h  Congress.  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  S i k ' s  l i n e  i n  t h e  de- 
b a t e  a s  p r e sen t ed  by Haywood h a s  c e r t a i n  r e sonances  i n  
c u r r e n t  (1980-1982) T r o t s k y i s t  c r i t i c i s m s  of t h e  South  
A f r i c a n  Communist P a r t y ,  c r i t i c i s m s  t h a t  have i n  e f f e c t  
t r e a t e d  t h e  c u r r e n t  South  A f r i c a n  s i t u a t i o n  a s  r i p e  f o r  a 
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a l l  and whose members a r e  c u r r e n t l y  suspended from t h e  
ANC) . T h i s  group h a s  r e c e n t l y  pub l i shed  The Impending 
Soc iaZ i s t  Revolut ion i n  South A f r i ca  (London, 1982) . 

13 .  	 Haywood, Black Bolshevik,  266. 
14 .  	 I b i d . ,  270. See  a l s o  J a n e  Degras ,  ed . ,  The Communist 

In terna t iona l  2929-2943 (London, 1956-1965) 2: 546-47, 
where t h e  e x t r a c t  from t h e  6 t h  Congress Theses  on t h e  Rev- 
o l u t i o n a r y  Movement i n  Co lon i a l  and Semi-Colonial C o u n t r i e s  
r e a d s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

"In t h e  Union of South  A f r i c a ,  t h e  Negro Masses, 
who c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
and whose l and  i s  be ing  e x p r o p r i a t e d  by t h e  w h i t e  
c o l o n i s t s  and by t h e  S t a t e ,  a r e  dep r ived  of p o l i -
t i c a l  r i g h t s  and of freedom of movement, a r e  ex-
posed t o  t h e  wor s t  k i n d s  of r a c i a l  and c l a s s  op- 
p r e s s i o n ,  and s u f f e r  s imu l t aneous ly  from pre-cap- 
i t a l i s t  and c a p i t a l i s t  methods of e x p l o i t a t i o n  
and o p p r e s s i o n .  

The communist p a r t y ,  which h a s  a l r e a d y  had 
some s u c c e s s e s  among t h e  Negro p r o l e t a r i a t ,  h a s  
t h e  d u t y  of c o n t i n u i n g  s t i l l  more e n e r g e t i c a l l y  
t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  comple te  e q u a l i t y  of r i g h t s  f o r  
t h e  Negroes,  f o r  t h e  a b o l i t i o n  of a l l  s p e c i a l  
r e g u l a t i o n s  and laws  d i r e c t e d  a g a i n s t  Negroes,  
and f o r  c o n f i s c a t i o n  of  t h e  e s t a t e s  of  l a n d l o r d s .  
I n  drawing  i n t o  i t s  r a n k s  Negro workers ,  o rgan i -
s i n g  them i n  t r a d e  u n i o n s ,  f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e i r  ad-
mi s s ion  i n t o  t h e  t r a d e  u n i o n s  of w h i t e  worke r s ,  
t h e  communist p a r t y  i s  o b l i g e d  t o  s t r u g g l e  by 
eve ry  means a g a i n s t  r a c i a l  p r e j u d i c e  among w h i t e  
workers  and t o  e r a d i c a t e  such  p r e j u d i c e  e n t i r e l y  
from i t s  own r a n k s .  The p a r t y  must v i g o r o u s l y  and 
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c o n s i s t e n t l y  advance t h e  s logan of t h e  c r e a t i o n  
of an independent Nat ive  Republ ic ,  w i t h  guaran- 
t e e s  f o r  t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  whi te  minor i ty ,  and 
t r a n s l a t e  t h i s  f i g h t  i n t o  a c t i o n . .  . I 1  
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Haywood, Black Bolshevik, 279. 

I b i d . ,  269. 

I b i d . ,  280. 
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Southern African Pol i t ica l  Analysis (8-11 V i c t o r i a  Centre ,  
Nottingham, England). See,  f o r  example (15) October 1980, 
where r e f e r e n c e s  t o  t h e  Black Republic s logan appear  on pp. 
2 ,  28-29, 32, and 35. 
Haywood, Black Bolshevik, 271. Here Haywood s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
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" E s t a b l i s h i n g  Marxis t  S tudy  of t h e  Socio-Economic 
Problems o f  Black  ~ f  r i c a t t *  

The e x p l o i t a t i o n  of Black A f r i c a  i s  one  of t h e  impor tan t  
power-bases of contemporary impe r i a l i sm .  

Black  A f r i c a ,  o f  a l l  t h e  major  c o l o n i z e d  a r e a s ,  i s  t h e  
most securely  consoZidated f o r  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s .  It was much 
more backward t han  anywhere e l s e  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e  development of 
l o c a l  c a p i t a l i s m ,  and i n  A f r i c a  t h e  n a t i o n a l  c a p i t a l i s t  ambi- 
t i o n s  of  t h e  i nd igenous  b o u r g e o i s i e  h inde red  t h e  p l a n s  of  t h e  
i m p e r i a l i s t  p r e d a t o r s  l e s s  t han  anywhere e l s e .  

Fu r the rmore ,  Black  A f r i c a ,  o f  a l l  t h e  major  co lon i zed  
a r e a s ,  o f f e r s  t h e  most f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e  expansion oj? 
the  colonia7, economy of  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  powers. 

Obvious ly ,  t h e n ,  Black A f r i c a  i s  enormously s i g n i f i c a n t  
f o r  i m p e r i a l i s m ,  and by t h e  same t oken ,  f o r  t h e  world r evo lu -  
t i o n .  

As t h e  most backward s e c t i o n  of mankind, t h e  most oppressed  
and t h e  most e x p l o i t e d  by impe r i a l i sm ,  t h e  peop l e s  of Black 
A f r i c a  o f f e r  a v a s t  r e s e r v e  of  p o t e n t i a l  a l l i e s  f o r  t h e  i n t e r -  
n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a r i a t  i n  i t s  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  impe r i a l i sm .  

A l l  t h e s e  c i r cums t ances  t o o k  on a s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  
a f t e r  a l l  t h e  f r e e  t e r r i t o r i e s  had been d i v i d e d  up by t h e  i m -
p e r i a l i s t  powers; a f t e r  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  [ F i r s t ]  World War t h i s  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  began t o  grow i n  impor tance ,  and c o n t i n u e s  t o  do 
s o ,  yea r  by y e a r ,  w i t h  i n c r e a s i n g  speed .  

The r e a s o n s  f o r  Black  A f r i c a ' s  growing s i g n i f i c a n c e  a f t e r  
t h e  World War c a n  b e  summarized a s  f o l l o w s :  

( a )  	 Sh r ink ing  marke t s  supp ly ing  raw m a t e r i a l s ,  and f o r  
t h e  s a l e  of manufac tured  p r o d u c t s ;  s h o r t a g e  of 
t e r r i t o r y  f o r  c a p i t a l  i nves tmen t ;  and t h e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
s h a r p  c o m p e t i t i v e  s t r u g g l e  between t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  
powers under  t h e s e  c o n d i t i o n s .  

(b)  	 I n c r e a s i n g  u n r e s t  i n  o t h e r ,  more developed c o l o n i e s ,  
t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  w i t h  t h e  l o s s  of a s i g -
n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of t h e  m a t e r i a l  b a s e  of t h e i r  power. 

( c )  	 The b o u r g e o i s i e s  of  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  i n -  
c r e a s i n g l y  need s u r p l u s - p r o f i t s ,  t o  ho ld  back t h e  
r e v o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  m e t r o p o l i t a n  c o u n t r i e s  by s p l i n t e r -  
i ng  t h e  p r o l e t a r i a t .  

A l l  t h e s e  p o i n t s  a r e  f o r c i n g  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  powers t o  
e x p l o i t  Black  A f r i c a  more and more f i e r c e l y .  I n  t u r n ,  t h i s  
l e a d s  t o  t h e  growth bo th  of d e s p a i r  and of  t h e  consc iousnes s  of 
t h e  opp re s sed  Black A f r i c a n  masses ,  and by t h a t  v e r y  f a c t  c r e a t e s  
i n c r e a s i n g l y  f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  deve l -  
opment. 

*From a  pape r  d e l i v e r e d  by t h e  a u t h o r  on t h e  1 3 t h  of A p r i l ,  1929,  
i n  t h e  N.I.A.N.K.P. t o  a n  o r g a n i s e d  g a t h e r i n g  of  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
r e s e a r c h  c i r l c e  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  of  socio-economic problems of Black 
A f r i c a .  It i s  p r i n t e d  f o r  t h e  pu rpose s  of  d i s c u s s i o n .  



On t h i s  b a s i s ,  we can  a f f i r m  t h a t  Black Africa w i l l  be one 

of the most l i k e l y  protagonists i n  fueure con f l i c t s  between the 

imperialist powers, as well as one of the most probable breed-

ing-grounds, i n  the very near future, of revolutionary upris- 

ings against imperialism by the oppressed peoples. 


As a  r u l e ,  one  can  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h r e e  t e n d e n c i e s  i n  any 
a r e a  of s o c i a l  s c i e n c e  r e s e a r c h :  t h e  b o u r g e o i s  tendency ,  t h e  
p e t i t - b o u r g e o i s  soc i a l -democ ra t i c  t endency ,  and t h e  more-or- less  
well-developed Pfarxist  t endency .  I n  t h e  f i e l d  of  s t u d y  of  
Black  A f r i c a ,  we have  a  s p e c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  A l l  A f r i c a n  s o c i a l  
s c i e n c e  up t o  now h a s  been p u r e l y  bou rgeo i s .  

The i m p e r i a l i s t  b o u r g e o i s i e  h a s  pa id  and c o n t i n u e s  t o  pay 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  c l o s e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  s t u d y  of  B l ack  A f r i c a ;  
hundreds  and t housands  a of  s c i e n t i s t s  and r e s e a r c h e r s  s t u d y  

geog raph i c ,  economic, and o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w i t h  e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  
v iew,  t o  d e v i s e  b e t t e r  and more r e l i a b l e  means of o p p r e s s i n g  and 
e n s l a v i n g  Black  A f r i c a '  s downtrodden t o i l i n g  m i l l i o n s .  Of c o u r s e ,  
t h e r e  a r e  v a r i o u s  t e n d e n c i e s  w i t h i n  bou rgeo i s  Af r i c a n i s t  s c i e n c e ,  
from t h e  most open ly  r e a c t i o n a r y  t o  r a d i c a l ^ l i b e r a l i s m .  Rut 
c o n s c i o u s l y  o r  unconsc ious ly ,  a l l  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  i s  conducted  i n  
t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  and 0b: jec t ive ly  
s e r v e s  one  and t h e  same goa l - - the  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of  t h e  sys tem 
of c o l o n i a l  e x p l - o i t a t i o n ,  one way o r  a n o t h e r ;  t h e  improvement 
of  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s ;  and a n  increase i n  the 
chances of e x t r a c t i o n  of s u r p l u s - p r o f i t s .  

The founde r s  of Elarxism p a i d  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  Black  
A f r i c a ,  and i t  could  n o t  have been o t h e r w i s e ,  s i n c e  t h e  r e g i o n  
ga ined  i t s  s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  t h e  world r e v o l u t i o n  o n l y  
w i t h  t h e  f l o w e r i n g  of impe r i a l i sm  i n  t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e  
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  

The i deo logues  of t h e  Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l  cou ld  n o t  avo id  
Black A f r i c a .  The g e n e r a l  c o l o n i a l  problem was one  o f  t h e  main 
ques t  i o n s  on which t h e  Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l  moved away from 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Marxism t o  c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y  oppor tun ism.  Rut 
how mons t rous  a r e  t h e i r  s i n s  r e g a r d i n g  q u e s t i o n s  of  t h e  most 
backward c o l o n i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  Rlack  A f r i c a .  I n  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  
of  i t s  v a r i o u s  c o n g r e s s e s  on t h e  c o l o n i a l  q u e s t i o n ,  t h e  Second 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  con f ined  i t s e l f ,  a s  a  r u l e ,  t o  g e n e r a l  r a d i c a l -  
l i b e r a l  ph ra seo logy .  At t h e  same t i m e ,  i t  sometimes i nc luded  
some r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o s i t i o n s ,  under  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of  i t s  revo-
l u t i o n a r y  l e f t  wing. But i n  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  works of  i t s  ideo-
l o g u e s ,  o f  whatever  tendency ,  we f i n d  (w i thou t  e x c e p t i o n  a f t e r  
t h e  war,  and w i t h  o n l y  t h e  r a r e s t  i n d i v i d u a l  e x c e p t i o n s  b e f o r e  
t h e  war) t h e  p u r e s t  of bou rgeo i s  v iews .  On o n e  s i d e  t h e r e  i s  
opsn j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o u r g e o i s i e ' s  i m p e r i a l i s t  p o l i c y ,  
and on t h e  o t h e r ,  h y p o c r i t i c a l  l i b e r a l i s m ,  condemning some 
forms and methods o f  impe r i a l i sm  and j u s t i f y i n g  o t h e r s .  Even 
t h e  most " r evo lu t i ona ry"  of t h e s e  a u t h o r s  have  n o t  gone f u r t h e r  
t h a n  t h e  bou rgeo i s  l i b e r a l s ,  who approach  t h e  problem of t h e  
oppressed  A f r i c a n  p e o p l e s  from t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  c a p i t a l i s t  c i v -  
i l i z a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t a k i n g  i n t o  account--but  o n l y  i n  words,  and t o  
a c e r t a i n  ex t en t - - t he  i n t e r e s t s  of t h e s e  same opp re s sed  masses .  



It h a s  t h u s  f a l l e n  t o  or thodox P l a rx i s t s  n o t  o n l y  t o  c r i t -
i c i z e  and r e v i s e  t h e  e x i s t i n g  l i t e r a t u r e ,  b u t  t o  c r e a t e  a n  ab- 
s o l u t e l y  new Marx i s t  s c i e n c e  about  Black  A f r i c a .  The t a s k  i s  
t o  r e s t o r e  s c i e n t i f i c  t r u t h  i n  t h e  p l a c e  of bou rgeo i s  l i e s  and 
hypoc r i sy .  It i s  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  " t r u t h "  of  t h e  Fngl - i sh ,  German, 
and o t h e r  i m p e r i a l i s t  p r e d a t o r s  w i t h  t h e  t r u t h  of a hundred 
m i l l i o n  opp re s sed  b l a c k  t o i l e r s ,  a l l i e d  t o  t h e  t r u t h  of  t h e  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a r i a t .  

One of t h e  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  of  Leninism on eve ry  n a t i o n a l -  
c o l o n i a l  q u e s t i o n  i s  t6e r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  r i g h t  of eve ry  na- 
t i o n  and e t h n i c  group t o  self-determination. 

The q u e s t i o n  of  s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n  was examined a t  g r e a t  
l e n g t h  by Lenin and h i s  d i s c i p l e s  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  opp re s sed  
peop l e s  who had a l r e a d y  been more o r  l e s s  formed i n t o  developed 
n a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e i r  own n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e s .  But Ziarxist-  
L e n i n i s t s  have n o t  y e t  e l a b o r a t e d  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
e t h n i c  g roups  which a r e  n o t  y e t  formed i n t o  n a t i o n s .  Up t o  
now, t h e  Comintern and i t s  s e c t i o n s  have  g e n e r a l l y  pa id  v e r y  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  most backward c o l o n i a l  
c o u n t r i e s ,  of t h e  Black A f r i c a n  v a r i e t y .  Th i s  i s  t r u e  b o t h  
i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  s t u d y  and t h e o r e t i c a l  e l abo ra -  
t i o n  of t h e  problems,  and i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  development of 
c o n c r e t e  programs of p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c a l  work. 

The bu rn ing  problems of China ,  I n d i a ,  and o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  
c o u n t r i e s  have  f u l l y  occupied  u s ,  and have con f ron t ed  t h e  
Communist P a r t y  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  which d i d  n o t  brook any d e l a y .  
But o u r  Marx i s t -Len in i s t  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  world-view does  n o t  
acknowledge o r  pe rmi t  a h i e r a r c h y  of c o l o n i a l  c o u n t r i e s .  
Because of f a c t o r s  o u t s i d e  o u r  c o n t r o l  we have n o t  y e t  been 
a b l e  t o  f u l f i l  ou r  o b l i g a t i o n s  towards  t h e s e  peop l e s ,  o b l i g a -
t i o n s  l a i d  upon u s  by ou r  communist program. N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
t h e  program e x i s t s ,  and i t  i s  b ind ing  on u s .  I n  t h e  n e a r  fu-
t u r e  we s h a l l  have  t o  do e v e r y t h i h g  we can  t o  f i l l  t h i s  gap .  

We must do i t  q u i c k l y  and u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y ,  because  i t  i s  
i n  t h e  p e r s o n s  of t h e  c o l o n i z e d  peop l e s  of Rlack  A f r i c a ,  more 
opp re s sed  and e x p l o i t e d  t han  any o t h e r s ,  t h a t  we have ou r  po-
t e n t i a l  a l l i e s  i n  o u r  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  system. 
These most backward and undeveloped peop l e s ,  l a c k i n g ,  a s  a  
r u l e ,  t h e i r  own more o r  l e s s  deve loped  p r o l e t a r i a t s ,  a r e  t h e  
most d e f e n s e l e s s  of  t h e  v i c t i m s  of world impe r i a l i sm .  Without  
enormous e d u c a t i o n a l  and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  work and suppo r t  from 
t h e  vanguards  of t h e  world p r o l e t a r i a t ,  t h e y  w i l l  n o t  on ly  be  
t .nab le  t o  f r e e  themselves  from t h e  s l a v e r y  i n  which t h e y  f i n d  
t hemse lve s ,  b u t  t h e y  cannot  even beg in  t h e  r e a l  s t r u g g l e  f o r  
l i b e r a t i o n .  The b o u r g e o i s i e s  which a r e  a r i s i n g  o r  which may 
a r i s e  among some of t h e s e  peop l e s  a r e  by t h e i r  v e r y  n a t u r e  
a g e n t s  of im pe r i a l i sm ,  a s  we s h a l l  s e e  below. They make harm- 
l e s s  demands on t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s ,  such  a s  t h e  r a i s i n g  of p r e s -
e n t  c o l o n i e s  t o  dominion s t a t u s ,  o r  f o r  economic o r  p o l i t i c a l  
c o n c e s s i o n s  t o  t h e  e x p l o i t a t i v e  l e a d e r s h i p  of t h e  n a t i v e s ,  
which a r e  n e v e r  met .  
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Our t a s k  amounts t o  t h e  s tudy  of t h e  socio-economic prob-
lems of contemporary Black A f r i c a .  But i n  o r d e r  t o  unde r s t and  
t h e  p r e s e n t ,  above a l l  w e  must s t u d y  t h e  p a s t .  

There i s  a  wea l th  of  work b e f o r e  u s  i n  t h e  a r e a  of  t h e  
s tudy  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of Black  A f r i c a .  Our t a s k  i s  t o  s tudy  
and t o  w r i t e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Black  A f r i c a ,  
f o r  up u n t i l  now a l l  " s c i e n t i f i c "  work on t h i s  h i s t o r y  was con-
cerned on ly  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e  conques t  by w h i t e  c o l o n i z e r s .  The 
v a r i o u s  a u t h o r s  who have w r i t t e n  on t h i s  s u b j e c t  can  be  d i s -  
t i n g u i s h e d  on ly  i n  t h a t  some defend B r i t i s h  imper i a l i sm,  o t h e r s  
German; some defend t h i s  method of  conques t  and e x p l o i t a t i o n  
o t h e r s  t h a t  method. Rut a lmost  w i thou t  excep t ion  a l l  t h i s  
s c i e n t i f i c  r e s e a r c h  i s  f a l s i f i e d ,  t e n d e n t i o u s ,  and conducted 
from t h e  v iewpoint  of a l i e n  oppres so r s .  We n o t  o n l y  l a c k  a n  
o b j e c t i v e  s c i e n t i f i c  h i s t o r y  of Black  A f r i c a  i n  g e n e r a l ,  bu t  
t h e r e  i s  no o b j e c t i v e  r e s e a r c h  on any s i n g l e  a s p e c t  of t h a t  
h i s t o r y .  The excep t ions  can  be  counted on t h e  f i n g e r s  of  one 
hand; f o r  example, t h e  work of E.D.  Morel*, who h a s  g i v e n  u s  an  
unvarnished  p i c t u r e  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  c r e a t i o n  and develop- 
ment of t h e  so -ca l l ed  Congo F r e e  S t a t e .  

The f a c t  i s  t h a t  when we d e a l  w i t h  bourgeo i s  a u t h o r s ,  we 
a r e  d e a l i n g  n o t  s imply w i t h  i deo logues  of imper i a l i sm,  bu t  w i t h  
i deo logues  of t h i s  o r  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i m p e r i a l i s t  coun t ry .  I t s  
b o u r g e o i s i e  i s  t h e  enemy, no t  on ly  of t h e  n a t i v e s  of i t s  colon-
i e s ,  bu t  of a l l  ( o r  a lmost  a l l )  t h e  o t h e r  i m p e r i a l i s t  powers. 
Th i s  i s  a c i r cums tance  which s imu l t aneous ly  compl i ca t e s  and 
f a c i l i t a t e s  our  work. Of c o u r s e ,  it i s  imposs ib l e  t o  r e l y  t o  
any deg ree  on t h e  w r i t i n g s  o f ,  s a y ,  t h e  E n g l i s h  i m p e r i a l i s t  
a u t h o r s ,  e i t h e r  on B r i t i s h  o r  on German c o l o n i e s .  Rut,  r ead  
wi th  p a i n s t a k i n g  c a r e ,  t h e  r i c h  m a t e r i a l  which they  deploy  f o r  
t h e  exposure  of German c o l o n i a l  p o l i c y  can  s e r v e  u s  a s  a  most 
v a l u a b l e  sou rce .  

We can d i v i d e  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Black  A f r i c a  i n t o  t h r e e  g r e a t  
epochs.  

1. 	 The h i s t o r y  of Black A f r i c a  up t o  t h e  i n c u r s i o n  of  
t h e  w h i t e  conquerors .  

2 .  	 The epoch of c a p i t a l i s t  conques t  and c o l o n i z a t i o n  
up t o  t h e  advent  of imper i a l i sm.  

3. The epoch of imper i a l i sm.  
The l a s t  epoch can b e  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two periods--up t o  t h e  imper- 
i a l i s t  World War, and a f t e r w a r d s .  

We must beg in  t h e  s tudy  and e l a b o r a t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o r y  of  
Black A f r i c a  n o t  w i t h  imper i a l i sm,  n o t  even w i t h  t h e  s l a v e  
t r a d e ,  b u t  w i t h  t h e  most a n c i e n t  t imes .  From t h e  epoch b e f o r e  
t h e  i n c u r s i o n  of t h e  w h i t e  c o l o n i z e r s  t h e  fo l lowing  q u e s t i o n s  
have s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  f o r  u s .  

.- - ----
*E.D. >lo re l ,  King Leopold ' s  Rule  i n  A f r i c a ,  London, 1904; t h e  
Congo S l a v e  S t a t e ,  L ive rpoo l ,  1403; t h e  F u t u r e  of t h e  Congo, Lon-
don,  1909; Red Ruler  [ s ic ] ,  London, 1906 and o t h e r  works. 



( a )  	 The h i s t o r y  and c u l t u r e  of t h e  a n c i e n t  Negro s t a t e s ,  
t h e  c a u s e s  of t h e i r  r i s e ,  heyday, and f a l l .  T h i s  i s  
t o  r e f u t e  t h e  f a b l e s  of  Negro i n f e r i o r i t y  and incapa-  
c i t y  f o r  c u l t u r e .  

( b )  	 The h i s t o r y  of t h e  m i g r a t i o n ,  i n t e r m i n g l i n g ,  and wa r s  
of d i f f e r e n t  Negro t r i b e s ,  and between Negroes and 
o t h e r  peop l e s .  T h i s  i s  t o  r e f u t e  l e g e n d s  about  t h e  
Negro 's  r a c i a l  p u r i t y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f a b l e s  about  " r a c i a l  
f e e l i n g s  and r a c i a l  h a t r e d "  and t h e o r i e s  which j u s t  i f  y  
t h e  c o l o n i a l  i n c u r s i o n s .  S p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  should  b e  
p a i d  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of South  A f r i c a ,  which was f a l s i -
f  i e d  by t h e  E n g l i s h  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  i n c u r s i o n . d  

From t h e  epoch of c a p i t a l i s t  conques t  and c o l o n i z a t i o n  up 
t o  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  p e r i o d ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p o i n t s  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t : 

( a )  	 The h i s t o r y  of t h e  r i s e ,  apogee,  and l i q u i d a t i o n  of 
t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e .  It i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  impor t an t  t o  
r e c o n s t r u c t  t h e  t r u t h  r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s ,  g iven  
t h e  e x i s t e n c e  of a huge body of  l i t e r a t u r e  w r i t t e n  by 
t h e  opponents  of  s l a v e r y  and t h e  s l a v e  t r a d e .  They 
supposedly  approached t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  i n  a  s p i r i t  of 
i m p a r t i a l  o b j e c t i v i t y .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  whole of t h i s  
l i t e r a t u r e  began from and was f i n a l l y  i n t o x i c a t e d  w i t h  
l y i n g  bou rgeo i s  hypoc r i sy .  It o n l y  obscured  t h e  a c t u a l  
m a t e r i a l  s i t u a t i o n  of h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t s  and e v e n t s  w i t h  
i t s  l y i n g  i d e a l i s t i c  humani ta r ian ism.  

(b)  	 The h i s t o r y  of t h e  "humane" c o l o n i z a t i o n  of  S i e r r a  
Leone and L i b e r i a ,  and t h e  u n s u c c e s s f u l  experiment  of 
t h e  r e p a t r i a t i o n  of American Negroes. 

( c )  	 The h i s t o r y  of  r e s i s t a n c e  by i nd igenous  t r i b e s  t o  t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  s e i z u r e  of t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y ,  and t h e  h i s t o r y  
of n a t i v e  r i o t s  and u p r i s i n g s  .e Bourgeois  h i s t o r i a n s  
a r e  e i t h e r  s i l e n t  about  t h i s ,  o r  e l s e  t h e y  produce  
f a l s e  i n fo rma t ion  and comple t e ly  d i s t o r t e d  i d e a s .  

The s t r u g g l e  of t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  powers f o r  Black  A f r i c a  i n  
t h e  l a s t  q u a r t e r  of t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  i s  of e x c e p t i o n a l  
i n t e r e s t  and impor tance  f o r  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  Marxism f o r  s e v e r a l  
r e a s o n s .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  Black  c o n t i n e n t  was a  s i n g l e  broad t e r r i -
t o r y ,  which had s t i l l  n o t  been d i v i d e d ,  up t o  t h e  beg inn ing  of 
t h e  p r e s e n t  i m p e r i a l i s t  epoch.f Secondly ,  a lmos t  t h e  whole of 
t h i s  v a s t  a r e a  was s t i l l  i n  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  s t a g e s  of economic de- 
velopment  and ,  a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  ways and means of  i m p e r i a l i s t  
c o m p e t i t i o n ,  conques t ,  c o l o n i z a t i o n ,  and e x p l o i t a t i o n  of back-
ward c o u n t r i e s  appeared  i n  t h e i r  most naked form i n  A f r i c a .  

The s i t u a t i o n  of i m p e r i a l i s t  compe t i t i on  i n  China,  I n d i a ,  
and e l s ewhe re  was exceed ing ly  compl ica ted .  The i m p e r i a l i s t  
powers were  n o t  s imply con f ron t ed  t h e r e  w i t h  t h e  s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d  
t a s k  ( f o r  t e c h n i c a l l y  advanced s o c i e t i e s )  of s u b j u g a t i n g  and ex-
p l o i t i n g  d e f e n s e l e s s  n a t i v e s .  There  t h e y  had t o  compete, and 
t h e  one  t h a t  came o u t  on t o p  had i n  t h e  b e s t  c o n d i t i o n s  t o  r e a c h  
a n  agreement  w i t h  t h e  r e a c t i o n a r y  c l a s s e s  of  t h e  l o c a l  s o c i e t y ,  
w i t h  t h e  f e u d a l  l o r d s  and t h e  n a t i o n a l  b o u r g e o i s i e ,  t o  conve r t  
them i n t o  i m p e r i a l i s t  a g e n t s .  I n  t h e  v a s t  m a j o r i t y  of c a s e s  i n  



ENDRE SIK 	 99 

Black Af r i ca ,  however, t h e  compet i t ion is not between t h r e e  
sides--two mutually h o s t i l e  i m p e r i a l i s t  powers and a n a t i o n a l  
bourgeoisie--but between two i m p e r i a l i s t  powers only.  For 
t h i s  reason t h e  s t r u g g l e  i s  more open and d i r e c t .  

The fol lowing ques t ions  a r e  e s p e c i a l l y  important on t h e  
h i s t o r y  of t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  d i v i s i o n  and r e d i v i s i o n  of t h e  Black 
con t inen t  : 

(a) 	 The r i s e ,  development, and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n  of Anglo-
Franco-German r i v a l r y  i n  Black Af r i ca .  

(b) 	 The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of a u t h e n t i c  f a c t s  and f i g u r e s  on 
t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  committed by t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t s  a g a i n s t  
a l l  t h e  colonised na t ionsg ;  on t h e  t r u e  f a c e  of "Anglo-
French humanism, " "German c i v i l i z a t i o n ,  " "Belgian 
phi lanthropy,"  and so on. 

(c)  	 The e l u c i d a t i o n  of t h e  r o l e  of sc ience  and r e l i g i o n  
(churches) i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of imperialism. 

(d) 	 The cons t ruc t ion  of t h e  t r u e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  causes  
and r e s u l t s  of t h e  Anglo-Boer War, and t h e  r e l a t i o n -  
s h i p  between t h e  two e x p l o i t e r  n a t i o n s  i n  South Af r i ca .  

(e)  	 The quest ion of t h e  German co lon ies  be fo re  and a f t e r  
t h e  war; t h e  r e f u t a t i o n  of bo th  English and German 
l i e s  about "good i m p e r i a l i s t s .  " 

( f )  	 The modern h i s t o r y  of L ibe r i a  and of Abyssinia;  t h e  
v iv id  l e s son  of t h e  mendacity and s t u p i d i t y  of both  
c o n c i l i a t o r y  p a c i f i s t  and r e a c t i o n a r y  utopian i d e a sh
and movements among oppressed colored peoples.  

(g) 	 The a f t e r - e f f e c t s  of t h e  changes produced by t h e  World 
War, i n  r e l a t i o n s  between and groupings among t h e  
i m p e r i a l i s t  g r e a t  powers, i n  t h e i r  competit  i v e  s t r u g g l e  
over Black Af r i ca ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  growing in-
t e r e s t  of American "global" imperialism i n  Black Af- 
r i c a .  

(h) 	 The inf  luence of t h e  World War and of t h e  postwar 
economies of t h e  Russian,  Chinese, and o t h e r  revolu- 
t i o n s ,  on t h e  p o l i t i c a l  development and on t h e  ideology 
of Afr ican Negroes; t h e  postwar development of a n t i -
i m p e r i a l i s t  l i b e r a t i o n  movements.' 

O f  t h e  contemporary socio-economic problems of Black Af r i ca ,  
t h e  fol lowing a r e  t h e  most important:  

1. 	 The natural resources and economic potential o f  indiv-  
idual countries and regions, which d e f i n e  t h e i r  s i g n i f  -
i cance  f o r  imperialism, a s  we l l  a s  t h e i r  f u t u r e  r o l e  
in t h e  development of soc ia l i smi  

2 .  	 The speci f ic  features of the economic development of 
individual countries and regions. 

The most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  f e a t u r e  of t h e  economy of Black 
Af r i ca  i s  t h e  q u i t e  unpara l l e l ed  mixture  of s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e s .  
A m u l t i p l i c i t y  of economic systems and s t r u c t u r e s  co-exis t  i n  
t h e  same t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  i n  an immediate v i c i n i t y ,  genera t ing  
very  d i v e r s e  v a r i a t i o n s  and combinations. 



I n  o r d e r  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e s e  d i v e r s e  economic s t r u c t u r e s  
which we f i n d  i n  Black  Af r i can  c o u n t r i e s  i n  t h e  contemporary 
i m p e r i a l i s t  epoch, we must a c q u a i n t  o u r s e l v e s  above a l l  

( a )  	 w i t h  t h e  s p e c i a l  f e a t u r e s  of t h e  n a t i v e  economy i n  
each  coun t ry ,  w i t h  t h e  p r e - c a p i t a l i s t  modes of pro-
d u c t i o n  and s o c i a l  f  ormat i o n s  encountered by t h e  
p e n e t r a t i o n  of c a p i t a l i s m ;  and 

(b)  	 w i t h  t h e  ways and means which were used i n i t i a l l y  
by merchant  and i n d u s t r i a l  c a p i t a l i s m ,  and nowadays 
by imper ia l i sm,  e i t h e r  t o  d e s t r o y  o r  t o  subord ina t e  
t o  themselves  n o n - c a p i t a l i s t  p roduc t ive  and s o c i a l  
forms . 

Then we must s tudy  w i t h  s p e c i a l  c a r e ,  t o  what deg ree ,  and 
i n  what forms t h i s  p roces s  of c a p i t a l i s t  ( i m p e r i a l i s t )  destruca-
t i o n  and subord ina t ion  i s  a l r e a d y  complete a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t ime 
i n  each  coun t ry  be ing  s t u d i e d ,  and a t  what r a t e  and i n  what 
forms i t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  develop .  (The development of a n  in -
t e r n a l  market  and money-commodity r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  n a t i v e  communeJ and t h e  indigenous  economy--nomadic, 
p e a s a n t ,  a r t i s a n a l ,  and so  on--the c l a s s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  and 
p a u p e r i z a t i o n  of t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t ion  .) 

3. 	 The q u e s t i o n  of labor power, of the forms and methods 
of imperial is t  exploitation of the natives, h a s  s p e c i a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Of cou r se ,  t h e s e  forms and methods 
change t o  correspond,  on t h e  one hand, t o  t h e  n a t u r a l  
c o n d i t i o n s  i n  each  l o c a l i t y ,  and on t h e  o t h e r ,  t o  t h e  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  complex s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s  between 
conquerors  and n a t i v e s ,  and a l s o  between d i f f e r e n t  
segments of t h e s e  two. 

When t h e  c a p i t a l i s t s  appear  i n  a  p r i m i t i v e  coun t ry  where 
f euda l i sm has  n o t  y e t  developed,  t h e y  have t h r e e  p o s s i b l e  op- 
t i o n s .  

( a )  	 t h e  e x p r o p r i a t i o n  of t h e  l and  of t h e  n a t i v e s ,  and t h e  
c a p i t a l i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of p roduc t ion  th rough  t h e  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  of t h e  n a t i v e s '  l a b o r  power ( i n s o f a r  a s  
t h e  n a t i v e s  v o l u n t e e r  o r  can  s u c c e s s f u l l y  b e  compel led) ,  
o r  t h e  impor t a t i on  of w h i t e  ( o r  co lo red )  l a b o r  power 
from o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  

(b)  	 t h e  ex t e rmina t ion  of t h e  n a t i v e s  and t h e  impor t a t i on  
of l a b o r  power. 

( c )  	 t h e  c r e a t i o n  of s l a v e  management systems and t h e  t r a n s -  
format i on  of t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t ion  i n t o  s l a v e s .  

However, t h e  European c a p i t a l i s t s  encountered two d i f  f  i c u l -  
t i e s  i n  Black A f r i c a .  F i r s t l y ,  t h e  impor t a t i on  of w h i t e  workers 
was imposs ib l e  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of c a s e s  because  of c l i m a t i c  and 
o t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s .  It was l e a s t  p o s s i b l e  of a l l  i n  t h o s e  coun- 
t r i e s  where t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t ion  mainta ined  and m a i n t a i n s  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  res i s tance--namely ,  i n  t h e  t r o p i c s .  Secondly,  t h e  
p e n e t r a t i o n  of European c a p i t a l i s t s  i n t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of Black 
A f r i c a  t ook  p l a c e  i n  a n  epoch when t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a n  old-&ash- 
ioned pure  s l a v e  management system was a l r e a d y  imposs ib le .  

Because of t h e s e  compl i ca t ions  t h e  European c a p i t a l i s t s  

c r e a t e d  t h r e e  d i f f e r e n t  combined systems of c a p i t a l i s t  e x p l o i t -  




a t i o n :  
( a )  a system of e x p l o i t a t i o n  of fo rced  n a t i v e  labor--of 

p e t t y  producers--of t h e  whole commune o r  on a n  ind iv -
i d u a l  s c a l e .  Th i s  was e i t h e r  by d i r e c t  compulsion o r  
by supposedly "voluntary"  c o n t r a c t i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
t h e  s imul taneous ,  r e g u l a r ,  bu t  p a r t i a l  a n n i h i l a t i o n  of 
t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t ion  used a s  a  means of t e r r o r i z a t i o n  
and compulsion. 

(b) 	 a system o r  u s i n g  s l a v e  o r  semi-slave ("cont rac t" )  
n a t i v e  l a b o r  i n  t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  economy i n  c o n d i t i o n s  
of supranormal e x p l o i t a t  i o n ,  p l u s  p a r t i a l  a n n i h i l a -  
t i o n ,  a s  above. 

(c )  	 a  system of l a r g e - s c a l e  t r ans fo rma t ion  of n a t i v e s  
i n t o  " f r ee"  wage workers employed i n  c a p i t a l i s t  e n t e r -  
p r i s e s  a l o n g s i d e  imported l a b o r  power, bu t  s u b j e c t  t o  
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  h igher  l e v e l s  of e x p l o i t a t i o n  compared 
t o  t h e  w h i t e  workers.  

4 .  S p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  should b e  pa id  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  
specificity of class composition in different regions 

and among different tribes. 


I n  t h i s  connect  i o n ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of Black A f r i c a  a r e  
t h e  fo l lowing  : 

( a )  	 t h e  presence  of a  m u l t i p l i c i t y  of s o c i e t i e s  which 
d i f f e r  i n  t h e i r  c l a s s  composi t ion .  These extend from 
t h e  c l a s s l e s s  p r i m i t i v e  s o c i e t i e s  r i g h t  up t o  s o c i e t i e s  
showing f u l l *  c l a s s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  of b o t h  b l a c k  and 
w h i t e  popu la t ions ,  n o t  u n l i k e  European c o u n t r i e s .  

(b)  	 t h e  p re sence  of s p e c i a l  t y p e s  of c l a s s  groups ,  d i s -
t i n c t  from t h o s e  e x i s t i n g  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  and even i n  
o t h e r  c o l o n i a l  c o u n t r i e s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  some t r i b e s  
comprise a n  oppressed  c l a s s  of semi- f ree  p e t t y  pro- 
d u c e r s  o r  workers,  e x p l o i t e d  by a  c l a s s  of w h i t e  ex- 
p l o i t e r s .  

A t  a f i r s t  cu r so ry  g l a n c e  it i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  
among t h e  broad mass of t h e  n a t i v e  popu la t ion  of Black A f r i c a ,  
t h e  fo l lowing  main c l a s s - types :  

(a)  	 n a t i v e  t r i b e s ,  which c o n s t i t u t e  a  more o r  l e s s  d i f f e r -  
e n t i a t e d  peasan t ry ,  w i t h  o r  w i thou t  a  m e r c a n t i l e  
bou rgeo i s i e .  

(b)  	 n a t i v e  wage-laborers s u b j e c t  t o  supe r - exp lo i t a t i on .  
(c)  	 u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  n a t i v e  t r i b e s ,  which form a  c l a s s  of 

semi-enslaved p e t t y  producers  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  w h i t e  
e x p l o i t e r s . 

(d) 	 u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  n a t i v e  t r i b e s ,  which form a  c l a s s  of 
ens laved o r  semi-enslaved wage workers i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
t h e  wh i t e s .  

Th i s  schema i s ,  of cou r se ,  ve ry  p r o v i s i o n a l  and incomple te .  
The p roces s  of i n t e r n a l  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  n a t i v e  t r i b e s  i s  

* F u l l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  a l l  t h e  c l a s s e s  of European c o u n t r i e s  
a r e  p r e s e n t ;  b u t  n o t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  c l a s s  d i f f e r -  
e n t i a t i o n  i s  developed t o  t h a t  deg ree .  



t a k i n g  p l a c e  a lmos t  everywhere,  b u t ,  i n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of c a s e s ,  
a t  a r e l a t i v e l y  s low tempo. Because of t h i s ,  a r e l a t i v e l y  de- 
ve loped  n a t i v e  b o u r g e o i s i e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t s  i n  some p l a c e s ,  es -
p e c i a l l y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a m e r c a n t i l e  b o u r g e o i s i e .  T h i s  i s  t r u e  
ma in ly  of Sou th  A f r i c a  and B r i t i s h  West A f r i c a .  F i n a l l y ,  
Abyss in i a  and L i b e r i a  s t a n d  q u i t e  a l o n e .  

5. 	 The q u e s t i o n  of the ethnic and national composition 
of t h e  d i f f e r e n t  Black  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  and r e g i o n s ;  
t h e  q u e s t  i o n  of t h e  economic, p o l i t i c a l ,  and s o c i a l  
d a i l y  relations between different native tribes on 
t h e  one  hand and between whites and natives on t h e  
o t h e r .  Fo l lowing  on from t h i s ,  s p e c i a l  a t t e n t i o n  
should  b e  pa id  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  of  t h e  economic, s o c i a l ,  
and p o l i t i c a l  position of the so-called rrcotoredsr' i n  
Sou th  A f r i c a ,  who a r e  i s o l a t e d  from t h e  w h i t e s  and from 
t h e  b l a c k  n a t i v e s .  Then t h e r e  a r e  t h e  q u e s t i o n s  of 
t h e  Indian immigrants t o  s o u t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  A f r i c a ,  
and of  t h e  i n t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p  between n a t i v e  h e a t h e n s ,  
n a t i v e s  who have  no  r e l i g i o n ,  n a t i v e  Muhammadans and 
n a t i v e  C h r i s t i a n s .  

Of a l l  t h e  economic problems of Black  A f r i c a ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  
of the possibility of non-capitclist development1 h a s  s p e c i a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

T h i s  q u e s t i o n  a p p e a r s ,  i n  B l ack  A f r i c a n  t e rms ,  i n  what we 
may c a l l  a  p u r e  form. I n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  of Black  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  
i t  i s  n o t  a  m a t t e r  of p o s s i b l e  t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s o c i a l i s m  from 
some s t i l l  f e u d a l i s t i c  system ( i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  more o r  l e s s  
numerous e l emen t s  of  a n  underdeve loped  c a p i t a l i s m ) ,  w i t h o u t  com-
p l e t i n g  c a p i t a l i s t  development .  ( T h i s ,  l e t  u s  s a y ,  i s  t h e  c a s e  
i n  China and I n d i a . )  I t  i s ,  r a t h e r ,  t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  whether  a 
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  s o c i a l i s m  i s  p o s s i b l e  from p re - cap i t a l i s t - - and  even 
primit ive--economic sys tems ,  omitting capitalism more or less 
completely. 

Moreover, i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s u c h  c o u n t r i e s  a s  China ,  I n d i a ,  
and some o t h e r s  we may speak  of two p e r s p e c t i v e s :  t h e  p o s s i -  
b i l i t y  of t h e  v i c t o r y  of t h e  p e r s p e c t i v e  of n o n - c a p i t a l i s t  de-
ve lopment ,  a l o n g s i d e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a ( temporary)  v i c t o r y  
of t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  p a t h  of development .  But i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  
Black A f r i c a  t h e s e  two p e r s p e c t i v e s  do  n o t  e x i s t .  The deve lop-  
ment of i nd igenous  c a p i t a l i s m  i s  imposs ib l e ,  a s  a  r u l e ,  f o r  
t h e  p e o p l e s  of  Black  A f r i c a .  The development  of a c a p i t a l i s t  
n a t i v e  b o u r g e o i s i e  i s  p o s s i b l e  o n l y  i n  r a r e  and e x c e p t i o n a l  
c a s e s  ( i n  c e r t a i n  p a r t s  of s o u t h e r n  and wes t  A f r i c a )  and t h e n  
o n l y  i n  t h e  form of a comprador b o u r g e o i s i e ;  f o r  t h e  most impor-
t a n t  p r e c o n d i t i o n  f o r  t h e  r i s e  of  a n  i n d u s t r i a l  b o u r g e o i s i e  is  
t h e  p r e sence  of free l a b o r .  For  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  a t  a t i m e  when 
China and I n d i a  s t a n d  a t  t h e  c r o s s r o a d s  between t h e  c a p i t a l i s t  
and s o c i a l i s t  p a t h s  of deve lopment ,  t h e  peop l e s  of  Black  A f r i c a  
have  o n l y  t h i s  c h o i c e .  They c a n  e i t h e r  p e r i s h  under  t h e  yoke 
of impe r i a l i sm ,  o r  t hey  can  s e t  o u t  a l ong  t h e  p a t h  of an t i - im-
p e r i a l i s t  r e v o l u t i o n ,  u n i t e d  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r o l e t a r i a t .  
By t h a t  v e r y  f a c t ,  t h e y  w i l l  b e  advanc ing  a long  t h e  p a t h  of non-
c a p i t a l i s t  development ,m t h e  p a t h  of  s o c i a l i s m .  



ENDRE SIK 

"Black Afr ica"  i s  not  a  un i t ed  whole. It inc ludes  a  mul- 
t i p l i c i t y  of d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s ,  each one of which h a s  i t s  
own s p e c i f i c  h i s t o r y ,  i t s  own s p e c i f i c  economy, i t s  own s p e c i f i c  
s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  Of course ,  they  have much i n  common. But 
t h e r e  i s  no more i n  common between South Af r i ca  and t h e  Congo o r ,  
say, t h e  Congo and Abyssinia,  than between t h e  Sudan and Alger i a .  
Hence we must s tudy i n d i v i d u a l l y  each rough grouping of s i m i l a r  
"countries1'  (understanding by t h e  word "country," n o t  a  c o l o n i a l  
u n i t  demarcated from o t h e r s  by t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  mas te r s ,  but a 
country  inhab i t ed  by a d e f i n i t e  t r i b e ) .  In  o rde r  t o  do t h i s ,  
we must f i r s t  of a l l  group t h e  c o u n t r i e s  toge the r .  

It i s  c l e a r  then t h a t  we must begin t h e  s tudy of Black 
Afr ica  w i t h  a  s tudy of b a s i c  ques t ions  on a  genera l  s c a l e ,  
wi th  a  s tudy I would say,  o.E a  comparative character ."  

Before s t a r t i n g  a  d e t a i l e d  s tudy of t h e  h i s t o r y  of individ-
u a l  c o u n t r i e s  o r  r eg ions  i n  Black A f r i c a ,  we must s tudy t h e  h i s -  
t o r y  of a l l  t h e  p a r t s  of t h e  Dark Continent i n  p a r a l l e l .  

Before examining t h e  s p e c i f i c  socio-economic problems of 
ind iv idua l  c o u n t r i e s  o r  r eg ions ,  we must i n v e s t i g a t e  and e labor-  
a t e  

1. 	 a comparative economic geography of Black Af r i ca ;  
2 .  	 t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of v a r i o u s  economic s t r u c t u r e s  and 

economic systems i n  Black Af r i ca ;  
3 .  	 t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  form and method i n  i m p e r i a l i s t  

e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  and l o c a l i t i e s ;  
4 .  	 t h e  spec i f  i c  importance of i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t r i e s  o r  

r eg ions  of Black A f r i c a ,  from t h e  viewpoint of imper-
i a l i sm;  

5. 	 t h e  r e l a t i v e  importance f o r  t h e  r e v o l u t i o n  of ind iv idua l  
r eg ions .  

Only a f t e r  working ou t  s o l u t i o n s  t o  t h e s e  genera l  ques t ions  
w i l l  we see  c l e a r l y  how t o  group Black Afr ican c o u n t r i e s ,  a )  
wi th  a  view t o  d e t a i l e d  resea rch ,  b) f o r  f u t u r e  r evo lu t ionary  
work, and c )  f o r  f u t u r e  s o c i a l i s t  cons t ruc t ion .  

It fo l lows  from t h i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  f i r s t  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  f o l -  
lowing themes u n d e r l i e  r e s e a r c h  and f u r t h e r  development. 

1. 	 t h e  bas ic  s t a g e s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of Black Af r i ca ;  
2 .  	 t h e  e t h n i c  and n a t i o n a l  groups and t h e i r  i n t e r r e l a t i o n -

s h i p  in Black Af r i ca ;  
3 .  	 economic s t r u c t u r e s  and forms i n  Black Af r i ca ,  t h e  h i s -  

t o r y  of t h e i r  development, t h e i r  c u r r e n t  cond i t ion ,  
and t endenc ies  i n  t h e i r  f u r t h e r  development; 

4 .  	 c l a s s  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  Black Afr ican c o u n t r i e s ;  
5.  	 Black Af r i ca  a s  t h e  o b j e c t  of compet i t ive  s t r u g g l e  

among t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  powers: 
a )  Black Af r i ca  a s  a  market f o r  t h e  supply of raw 

m a t e r i a l s  and f o r  s a l e s ,  and a s  a  sphere  f o r  t h e  
investment of c a p i t a l .  

b) t h e  c l a s h  of i m p e r i a l i s t  i n t e r e s t s  i n  Black Af r i ca .  
6. 	 t h e  forms and methods of i m p e r i a l i s t  oppress ion and ex-

p l o i t a t i o n  i n  Black Af r i ca .  
7 .  	 l i b e r a t i o n  movements and o rgan iza t ions  of t h e  oppressed 



peoples  of Black Af r i ca .  
Af t e r  t h i s  p re l imina ry  work on t h e  e l u c i d a t i o n  of b a s i c  

gene ra l  q u e s t i o n s  has  been completed, i t  w i l l  be  p o s s i b l e  t o  
s t a r t  on a d e t a i l e d  e l a b o r a t i o n  of conc re t e  i n d i v i d u a l  themes. 
Th i s  should proceed a long two l i n e s :  

1. 	 Research on t h e  same ques t ions  a l r eady  s p e c i f i e d ,  but  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  i n d i v i d u a l  c o u n t r i e s  o r  groups of 
c o u n t r i e s .  (For example: "Forms and methods of imper-
i a l i s t  e x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  French Congo" o r  "Class 
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  B r i t i s h  West ~ f r i c a . " )  

2 .  	 Along t h e  l i n e  of t h e  breakdown of t h e s e  common themes 
i n t o  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t  p a r t s ,  f o r  example, "Anglo-French 
r i v a l r y  i n  Black Af r i ca  b e f o r e  t h e  I m p e r i a l i s t  War" o r  
"German imper ia l i sm i n  Black Afr ica"  (on gene ra l  theme 
no. 1 ) ;  "Capital ism i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  i n  Black Afr ica"  
(theme no. 3 ) ;  "The n a t i v e  bourgeo i s i e  i n  Black Afr ica"  
(theme no. 4 )  ; "The workers '  movement i n  Black Afr ica"  
(theme no. 7 )  ; and so on. 

I n  conclus ion  I want t o  p o i n t  t o  t h e  c l o s e  connect ion  be- 
tween t h e  s tudy  of Af r i ca  and t h e  s tudy of t h e  Negro ques t ion  
i n  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s .  

The study o f  A;-"r'ciz i s  exceedingly important and necessary 
for t h e  reso lu t ion  o f  the  Negro problems o f  other countr ies ,  
f o r  t h e  fo l lowing reasons :  

(a)  	 t h e  ques t ion  of t h e  e x t e n t  t o  which we can t r e a t  North 
and South American Negroes a s  n a t i o n a l  groups;  addi-
t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  ques t ion  of t h e  n a t i o n a l  development of 
t h e  N e g r c ~ s  of H a i t i  cannot be  resolved wi thout  f u r -  
t h e r  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  e t h n i c  o r i g i n s  of Negro s l a v e s .  

(b) 	 i n  o rde r  t o  overcome t h e  r a c i a l  pac i f i sm of t h e  t o i l -  
ing  masses of t h e  b l ack  r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s  of t h e  two 
Americas---the u top ian  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of 
f u l l  r a c i a l  e q u a l i t y  under imperial ism--the common 
i m p e r i a l i s t  r o o t s  of contemporary r a c i a l  oppress ion  
i n  both  i t s  forms must be exposed be fo re  them. 

(c)  	 i n  o r d e r  t o  r e f u t e  Negro r a c i a l  chauvinism (Garvey) 
it i s  necessa ry  1 )  t o  s tudy t h e  h i s t o r y  of S i e r r a  Le- 
one,  L i b e r i a  and Abyssinia;  2 )  t o  e l u c i d a t e  t h e  d i s -  
t i n c t  i v e  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  oppress ion  of backward 
colored  c o l o n i a l  peoples ,  a s  we l l  a s  of t h e  oppress ion  
of r a c i a l  m i n o r i t i e s  i n  c a p i t a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s .  

On t h e  o t h e r  hand, i t  i s  equa l ly  c l e a r  t h a t  it i s  necessar,; 
for Afr ican Negroes t o  study the American Negro question. 

(a)  	 i n  o rde r  t o  surmount t h e  i n f l u e n c e  on t h e  t o i l i n g  
masses of t h e  r a c i a l  pac i f i sm of elements of t h e  
emergent bourgeo i s i e  i n  Black A f r i c a ,  i t  i s  necessa ry  
t o  s tudy t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  t r e a c h e r y  of t h e  American 
Negro bourgeois ie .  

(b) 	 t o  overcome t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of t h e  supra-c lass  r a c i a l  
s o l i d a r i t y  of t h e  oppressed Afr ican  peoples ,  i t  i s  
necessa ry  t o  conduct r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  c l a s s  d i f f e r -  
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a .  	 S i k ' s  p i c t u r e  of hordes  of bourgeo i s  r e s e a r c h e r s  swarming 
a c r o s s  A f r i c a  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e  of imper ia l i sm i s  an  under- 
s t a n d a b l e  polemical  exaggera t ion ,  g iven  t h a t  h e  i s  w r i t i n g  
an  agenda f o r  a  Marxis t -Leninis t  afrikanistika. Neverthe-
l e s s ,  it is  worth p o i n t i n g  o u t  t h a t  "African s o c i a l  s t u d i e s "  
i n  t h e  i m p e r i a l i s t  c o u n t r i e s  a t  t h e  end of t h e  1920s r e -  
mained focused l a r g e l y  on e thnographic  q u e s t i o n s ,  and were 
i n  an  extremely underdeveloped cond i t ion .  "Hundreds" i s  
probably  much c l o s e r  t o  t h e  mark than "thousands." 

b. 	 There a r e  two d i f f i c u l t i e s  here :  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of t h e  "abso- 
l u t e  r i g h t "  and t h e  d e f i n i t i o n  of t h e  n a t i o n .  Lenin d i d  
n o t  i n  f a c t  f avor  an  a b s o l u t e  r i g h t  t o  se l f -de t e rmina t ion .  
S i k ' s  s en tence  and t h e  paragraph fo l lowing  p resen t  a n  ex-
t remely  unnuanced and offhand v e r s i o n  of complex L e n i n i s t  
i d e a s  on t h e  n a t i o n a l  ques t ion .  S i k  appea r s  t o  d e f i n e  
"e thn ic  groups" a s  nations-in-embryo, and l e a v e s  u n c l e a r  i n  
t h e  t e x t  a s  w r i t t e n  how t h e  r i g h t  t o  se l f -de t e rmina t ion ,  
normally exe rc i sed  by n a t i o n s  th rough  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e  and 
consciousness ,  could  be  claimed f o r  such groups ,  o r  by 
them. Indeed,  such an a b s o l u t e  p r i n c i p l e ,  it might be  a r -  
gued, could  even p l ay  i n t o  t h e  hands of t h e  t h e o r i s t s  of 
t r i b a l i s m  o r  a p a r t h e i d ,  s i n c e  it l a c k s  an  e x p l i c i t  formula- 
t i o n  of t h e  c r u c i a l  e lements  of c l a s s  s t r u g g l e  and p r o l e t -  
a r i a n  l i n e .  Th i s  would b e  necessa ry  t o  s i t u a t e  an  adequate  
d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  ques t ion  of n a t i o n a l  s e l f -de t e rmina t ion .  

c .  	 Although S i k  was l a t e r  t o  r e j e c t  r a c i a l  fo rmula t ions  such 
a s  "Black Af r i ca , "  "white conquerors ,"  and so on (HBA, 1: 
15-16) he  r e p e a t e d l y  employs them i n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  and i n  
HBA i t s e l f  ( f o r  i n s t a n c e  i n  t h e  v e r y  t i t l e ) .  Haywood had 
accused him a s  e a r l y  a s  1928 of a rgu ing  t h a t  b l a c k s  were 
a r a c i a l  m i n o r i t y  (Haywood, BZack BoZsheuisrn, 262) ,  and 
t h e r e  seems t o  have been some subs t ance  t o  t h i s  cha rge  ( s e e  
ou r  i n t r o d u c t i o n  he re to )  . 

d .  	 The Russian ph rase  "iuzhnaia Af r ika"  can r e f e r  t o  southern  
A f r i c a  i n  g e n e r a l ,  o r  t o  South Af r i ca :  i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  t o  
u s  whether S i k  has  any s p e c i f i c  f a l s i f i c a t i o n  i n  mind i n  
t h i s  passage ,  o r  why he  r e g a r d s  t h e  c o l o n i a l  h i s t o r i o g r a p h y  
of sou th (e rn )  Af r i ca  a s  e s p e c i a l l y  mendacious. He may con-



c e i v a b l y  have had Rhodes' agg res s ion  a g a i n s t  t h e  Ndebele 
and i t s  subsequent apozogiae i n  mind, o r  t h e  whole h i s t o r y  
of Anglo-Boer r i v a l r y .  

e. 	 The ques t ion  of " r e s i s t a n c e  h i s to r iog raphy"  is ,  of cour se ,  
c u r r e n t l y  t h e  s u b j e c t  of cont roversy .  Radica l  but  non-
Marxis t  h i s t o r i a n s  l i k e  Terence Ranger and Al len  Isaacman 
have come under a t t a c k  f o r  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  
c l a s s  b a s i s  of primary r e s i s t a n c e ,  and have responded v ig -  
o rous ly .  S i k  dese rves  some c r e d i t  f o r  having i d e n t i f i e d  
t h i s  impor tant  a r e a  of f u t u r e  r e sea rch .  See,  i n t e r  a t i a ,  
Ranger, "Connections Between 'Primary Res i s t ance '  Movements 
and Modern Mass Nat ional i sm i n  Eas t  and Cen t ra l  A f r i c a , "  
JAH, 9 (1968); J .  Depelchin,  "Towards a  Problemat ic  H i s to ry  
of A f r i c a , "  Journal o f  Southem Afr ican A f f a i r s  2 (1977); 
and Ranger ' s  survey a r t i c l e  i n  A.  T r i u l z i  e t  a t . ,  eds.  
S t o r i a  d e l l '  A f r i ca  e  d e t  Vic ino Oriente (Florence ,  1979).  

f .  	 Th i s  i s  a h i s t o r i c a l  nonsense:  q u i t e  c l e a r l y ,  and t h i s  
should have been ev iden t  t o  a  Marxis t  h i s t o r i a n  even i n  t h e  
1920s,  t h e  suppress ion  of A f r i c a ' s  h i s t o r i e s  by co lon ia l i sm 
cannot  l e a d  u s  t o  a c c e p t  t h a t  t h o s e  h i s t o r i e s  a r e  imposs ib le  
t o  r e c o n s t r u c t  o r  t o  d i f f e r e n t i a t e .  

g. 	 S i k  e x h i b i t s  some confus ion i n  h i s  concept of "colonised 
n a t i o n s . "  He l a t e r  on d e f i n e s  "country" a s  "not a c o l o n i a l  
u n i t . .  .but  a coun t ry  inhab i t ed  by a d e f i n i t e  t r i b e . "  Yet 
throughout h i s  work, up t o  and inc lud ing  HBA, h e  d e a l s  i n  
f a c t  e x c l u s i v e l y  wi th  co lon ia l ly -de f  ined t e r r i t o r i e s .  The 
absence  of any c l e a r l y  de f ined  concept of a s o c i a l  format ion ,  
and t h e  confus ion of such i d e o l o g i c a l  terminology a s  " t r i b e "  
and "country" w i t h  c o l o n i a l  s t a t e s - in - fo rma t ion  l e a d s  him 
l o g i c a l l y  t o  a f i n a l  p o s i t i o n  i n  which "Black Afr ica"  i s  
t r e a t e d  unprob lema t i ca l ly  a s  a  g iven o b j e c t  of s tudy.  

h. 	 Th i s  i s  a r e f e r e n c e ,  which would have been immediately under- 
s tood by S i k ' s  Sov ie t  c o l l e a g u e s  i n  1929,  t o  t h e  a n a l y s i s  of 
Garveyism and o t h e r  n a t i o n a l i s t  movements con ta ined  i n  
s e c t i o n  VI(1) of t h e  "Programme" of t h e  S i x t h  Congress of 
t h e  Comintern: 

"S imi l a r ly ,  Garveyism, a t  one  t ime t h e  ideology 
of t h e  American Negro p e t t y  bourgeo i s i e  and workers,  
and s t i l l  wi th  a  c e r t a i n  i n f l u e n c e  over  t h e  Negro 
masses,  today impedes t h e  movement of t h e s e  masses 
towards a  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  p o s i t  ion .  While a t  f i r s t  
advocat ing  complete s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  f o r  Negroes, 
i t  tu rned  i n t o  a  kind of 'Negro ~ i o n i s r n '  which in-  
s t e a d  of f i g h t i n g  American imper ia l i sm advanced t h e  
s logan 'Back t o  A f r i c a ' .  Th i s  dangerous ideology,  
wi thout  a s i n g l e  genuinely  democra t ic  f e a t u r e ,  
which t o y s  wi th  t h e  a r i s t o c r a t i c  a t t r i b u t e s  of a  
non-exis tent  'Negro kingdom', must b e  v igo rous ly  
r e s i s t e d ,  f o r  it does  n o t  promote but  hampers t h e  
s t r u g g l e  of t h e  Negro masses f o r  l i b e r a t i o n  from 
American imper ia l i sm.  " Degras, C o m n i s t  I n t e m a -  
t i o n a t ,  2 :519. 
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i. 	Th i s  is  a  v e r y  e a r l y  u s e  of t h e  Russian term "osvobodi te l 'nye  
d v i z h e n i i a V ' ( l i b e r a t  ion  movements) . The ANC of South Af r i ca  
(founded 1912) was a l r e a d y  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  a  l i b e r a t i o n  move- 
ment by, f o r  example, Communist P a r t y  of South A f r i c a  members 
a t  t h i s  t ime,  a l though  t h e  CPSA i t s e l f ,  and Communist P a r t i e s  
i n  Sudan and Egypt, f o r  example, would n o t  have been so  de- 
s c r i b e d .  

j .  	 S i k ' s  u s e  of terminology i n  t h i s  passage  a g a i n  r e q u i r e s  
commerlt . The word "obshchina" (commune) , chosen r a t h e r  
than  such n e u t r a l  expres s ions  a s  "derevnia" ( v i l l a g e  o r  
coun t rys ide )  o r  "se lo"  ( v i l l a g e ) ,  would have had a c e r t a i n  
resonance  a s  we have seen t o  r e a d e r s  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h e  de- 
b a t e  c e n t e r i n g  around Marx's famous l e t t e r  of 1881 t o  Vera 
Zasul ich .  

k. 	 Th i s  s e c t i o n  i s  v e r y  c u r i o u s l y  argued.  S i k  seems t o  b e  
implying t h a t  feudal ism i s  imposs ib le  i n  A f r i c a ,  a l though  
he does  n o t  produce any evidence.  From t h i s  he goes  on t o  
a s s e r t  t h a t  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  of s l a v e r y  i s  f i r s t l y  a  "pos-
s i b l e  op t ion"  f o r  c o l o n i a l  p o l i c y ,  then  t h a t  it was "a l -
ready impossible."  Th i s  l e a v e s  him w i t h  a  c a p i t a l i s t  mode 
per se, e i t h e r  based on mixed fo rced  l a b o r  srid migrant  '.a-
b o r ,  o r  simply fo rced  l a b o r .  The whole c o n s t r u c t  i s  i n t e r -
n a l l y  i n c o n s i s t e n t ,  extremely mechan i s t i c ,  and l a r g e l y  un- 
r e l a t e d  t o  a v a i l a b l e  evidence.  

1. 	 The s e c t i o n  t h a t  fo l lows  i s  of g r e a t  importance i n  t h e  de- 
velopment of t h e  theo ry  of t h e  n o n - c a p i t a l i s t  p a t h  of de-
velopment ( s e e  I n t r o d u c t i o n ) .  

m.  	 T h i s  i s  one of t h e  e a r l i e s t  occu r rences  of t h e  expres s ion  
"put' n e k a p i t a l i s t i c h e s k o g o  r a z v i t i i a "  (non- c a p i t a l i s t  p a t h  
of development) i n  t h e  l i t e r a t u r e ,  f o r  which s e e  our  i n t r o -
duc t  i on .  

n .  	 For a  Marxis t  t o  have w r i t t e n  t h i s  paragraph i s  ex t r ao rd in -
a r y .  S i k  a c t u a l l y  i n v e r t s  c l a s s i c a l  Marxis t  methodology, 
which i s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  formula ted  a s  movement from c o n c r e t e  
t o  a b s t r a c t  i n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  and movement from a b s t r a c t  t o  
c o n c r e t e  i n  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  c o n c r e t e  > a b s t r a c t  > c o n c r e t e .  
He confuses  Marx's method of p re sen ta t ion - - in  f o r  example 
Cap i t a l ,  which begins  w i t h  a b s t r a c t  gene ra l  p r inc ip l e s - -  
w i t h  h i s  method of r e sea rch ,  which began w i t h  v e r y  s p e c i f i c  
empi r i ca l  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  B r i t i s h  n ineteenth-century  c a p i t a l i s m .  
T h i s  p a r t  of S i k ' s  agenda r e a d s  more l i k e  John S t u a r t  M i l l ' s  
method of "agreement and d i f f e r e n c e s "  than anything e l s e .  
I n  o t h e r  words, it appea r s  t o  r e s t  on t h e  assumption t h a t  
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  concepts  w i l l  r e s u l t  from comparison of 
v a r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of t h e  r e a l .  It i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e ,  
however, t h a t  many published Sov ie t  works on A f r i c a  e x h i b i t  
a s i m i l a r  g e n e r a l  t h e o r e t i c a l  c h a r a c t e r .  For examples, s e e  
t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  a n n o t a t i o n s  i n  Darch, A S o v i e t  View of 
Africa, passim. See a l s o  Darch, E a s t  Africana i n  Russ ian  
(Boston,  forthcoming) . 



ENDRE SIK 

o. 	 S i k  i s  q u i t e  c o r r e c t  even today i n  po in t ing  o u t  t h a t  t h e  
ques t ion  of t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of sup ra -c l a s s  b l a c k  n a t i o n a l i s t  
ideology needs  t o  be i n v e s t i g a t e d .  Such c o n c r e t e  examples 
a s  t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  a c l a s s  l i n e  w i t h i n  FRELIMO i n  1968-70, 
t h e  s p l i t  by t h e  " A f r i c a n i s t s "  from t h e  ANC which l e d  t o  t h e  
fo rma t ion  of t h e  PAC, o r  t h e  a b o r t i v e  N i t i s t a  coup i n  Ango- 
l a  i n  1977, a l l  revolved  around e x a c t l y  t h i s  problem of t h e  
i d e o l o g i c a l  u s e  of " r a c i a l "  and l i n g u i s t i c  s o l i d a r i t y  by 
e lements  of an  emergent bou rgeo i s i e  o r  p e t t y  bourgeo i s i e  t o  
combat p o t e n t i a l l y  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  c l a s s  a n a l y s i s .  




