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staf f  res t .  But  the twenty  four -hour

room is just what its name implies.
This is an innovative measure and it is

unknown if suôh a facility is avaiìable at
other African un iversities.

The room. which is  known as the
o v e r n i g h t  s t u d y  r o o m ,  i s  e n t e r e d

t h r o u g h  a  s e p a r a t e ,  s i g n - p o s t e d

entrance to the right of the main doors

seating for approximately 150 students.

Admittedly, the facility is far from a
perfect solution. For one thing, there is
no library service at all, students must

bring any study materials with them

and cannot gain access to the l ibrar5r

collections, even though they are in the
l ibrary  bu i ld ing and even when the
library is open.

Su rp r i s i ng l y ,  a l t hough  the  ma in
l ibrary  faces ser ious prob lems wi th

noisy  s tudents  on var ious leve ls ,  the

overnight study room is normally extre-

mely  qu ie t ,  w i th  perhaps a subdued

murmur from a corner as feÌÌow-stu-
dents consult each other over a tr icky
point. And this is despite the fact that
t h e r e  i s  n o  l i b r a r i a n  o r  o t h e r  s t a f f

member on permanent duty in the hall.

Security is provided by campus controÌ,

who v is i t  the room to  car ry  out  spot

checks at irregular intervals. So far, this
seems to have been effective, despite ser-

ious safety problems on other parts of

our campus.

Clearly, our students recognise that

the overn ight  s tudy room is  a  p lace

where silence rules. Why they don't feel

the same way about the main library is
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Overnight
study facilities

tudents on a residential campus -

such as the University of the Wes-

tern Cape (UWC) - often face ser-
ious probÌems when theS' ry3n1 to study

outside library hours. Residence halls in

South Afr ican universit ies are usually

noisy and overcrowded and even if there

is a desk or a table availabÌe, what do vou
do i f  vour roommate or worse. room-

early hours in an attempt to solve this

difficuÌty. Some even close as late as 3

o'cÌock in the morning, but the extra

costs  invo lved in  pay ing l ib rary  and

security staff and in keeping a skeleton

service going al l  night, are extremely

high. especiaÌÌy i f  only one or two stu-

dents or facuìty members are actual ly

using the facility at an]'given moment.

Another common solut ion is to keep

lecture halls or classrooms open for stu-
dent use. But again. these faci l i t ies are

not custom-built for the purpose of indi-

vidual study and students who need to

spread out papers and books on a table

may  f i nd  t ha t  t he  i nd i v i dua l  space

allowed for note-taking during a lecture

is far from adequate ior private study.

The university librarv at the Univer-

s i t y  o f  t he  Wes te rn  Cape  fea tu res  a

custom-des igned,  twenty  four -hour ,

seven-days-a-week study room on level

two of the main library building. This is

an at tempt  to  address,  a l though not

solve, these difficulties. The main library

c l o s e s  a t  t e n  o ' c l o c k  a t  n i g h t  f r o m

Monday to  Thursday and at  ha l f  past

f ive on Fridays and is open unti l  f ive

o'clock on Saturdavs. On Sundavs the

mates want to plal '  the radio, oí the l ibrary and although
or have a couple of drinks with there is an interconnecting
fr iends. when you have an as- GOlin DafCh door inside, to the Ì ibrary's
signment due early the next main ramp, this is normally
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kept closed. The room is large

In some parts of the United the Western- Cape and airy and is simply furn-
States,  un ivers i ty  and co l ìege ished wi th  large tab les and
Ì i b r a r i e s  s t a y  o p e n  u n t i l  t h e  r o w s  o f  c h a i r s .  T h e r e  i s

something that has not yet been figured

ouL

UWC, located on a remote campus

outside BellvilÌe, has over 14 000 stu-

dents, many of whom live in CapeTbwn,

Stellenbosch, or in other communities

all over the Peninsula, far from campus.

The overnight study facility is clearly

not much use to them, especially over

weekends when they are off campus

and may want to do some studying.

CapeTown is a city which is relatively

r i c h  i n  l i b r a r y  f a c i l i t i e s ,  i n  S o u t h

African terms and increasing nuúbers

of UWC students and others are taking

advantage of the open-door pol icy of
public, national and research libraries

in their neighbourhoods for study pur-

poses, as they are ful ly enti t led to do.

Th i s  can  cause  d i f f i cu l t i es ,  s imp l y

because oí the numbers involved and

really shows up the inadequacy of our

l ibrary structures reìat ive to the total

size of the population.

We are currently examining the possi-

bi l i ty of supplementing the overnight

study room with an undergraduate law

reading room, in the law faculty which

m i g h t  p r o v i d e  s h o r t  l o a n  s e r v i c e s

during the day and a similar open space

at night, especially for law students, of

whom we have well  over a thousand.

Problems of overcrowding are not going

to go away and our graduates prove by

their success that they can indeed study

well in the most difficult circumstances
J
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