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Angola Ouicksand
BY COLIN DARCH

Colin Darch is a speciaiisú in Lusophone
Africa and lives in Cape Town.

In tÌre first trip to Africa by a US
president in over two decades, Bil l
Clinton visited six African nations
- Ghana, Uganda, Rwanda, South
Africa, Botswana and Senegal. SiS-
nificantly, he didn't visit Angola, an
important African trading partner of
the US, and one of American foreign
policy's economic successes or en-
during embarrassments, depending
on your point of view. So, instead
of the Leader of the Free World, the
Angolans got a visit on 30 March
from Joseph WiÌson, Clinton's assis-
tant for African affairs, with a mes-
sage from the president emphasiz-
ing his support for the peace pro-
cess. Wilson, accompanied by spe-

cial envoy Paul Hare, told reporters
it was essential that the last few
steps in the process be taken: "We
hope that all parties wil l respect the
timetable," he added, without ap-
parent irony or impatience.

No-show

It's not as if the AngoÌan govern-
ment hadn't tr ied its hardest to per-
suade Clinton to come. "I don't
understand why we spend $1.2 mi l -
Ì ion dollars a year for the services of
three lobbying companies, and then
we can't make the most of the invest-
ment," an Angolan diplomat based
in the US told the Lisbon weekÌy
Bxpresso before the president's trip.
But the efforts of the expensive Ìob-
bying consultants, and even the vig-
orous support of US oil cornpanies
active in Angola, all faiÌed to per-

suade White House planners that a
side trip to Luanda was a good idea.

There are some obvious reasons
why the planners may have been
right. Even though the US is
Angola's number one trading part-
ner, and the main mediator in the
peace process, there is reÌatively Ìit-
tle progress to show for American
or UN involvement, and the po-
tential for embarrassment remains
high. The Angolan government
and UNITA remain profoundly sus-
picious of each other, and UNITA's
constant and effective delay-
ing tactics in implementing the 1994
Lusaka Protocol have nonetheless
left it more internationally isolated
than ever before. The patience of
the United Nations especially has
worn dangerously thin, as it con-
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South African. m.il i tary crossin.g l.he Iy-ut,an,go Riuer as they u,i lh.dreu from Angola in 19BB

Southern Afr ica REPDRT may 1998 15



t i t r u t : s  t o  t ' x 1 ; t ' n t l  r r r i l l i o n s  o f  r I o l l a l s
on  i t s  Í ' r u i t i ess  r \ ngo la r r  op r : r a t , i o r r s .
On  2 l  N Ia l c Ì r  t h i s  1 " r ' z r r ,  t ì r r :  S t ' c r r -
l i t y  (  l o r r r r< : i l  e r r r l o l s r : r l  a  l r l an  t o  l v i t h -
rÌLalr,  l lcuct ' l ter 'Pt 'r 's í ' rorr r , \  ngola ir- l '
t , h t :  enc l  o í '  . l r r l 1 ' ,  ca l l i ng  on  I . rN l ' , l r \
a t  t l i c  s a Ì ì ì c  t i r n c  t o  c o r r r p l < ' t , r ' t l t ' r r r o -
b i l i z a t i o r r  a u c ì  t , o  t : r r < l  u ' l r a t  t l r t '  ( ' o r r r r -

c i l  r I i 1 r Ì o r n a t  i c a l l v  r c Í ì ' r r r . c l  t o  ; r s  " i { "

l r i t t , t  r t ' t t  o í '  c l r : l a1 ' s . "
' f h e  

I T n i t t ' r l  N a t i o r r s  i s  r t o t  t l r t '
o r r l v  r o l r '  p l ay ' t : r '  t  ha l  i s  l os i ng  1 ra -
t , ic 'ncr - : ,  l ìon ' t ' r . ' , ' r .  " l t  i s r r ' l  ç ,6 t ' t l t
r r t i i l t i r t g  t Ì r o  n ' l t o l r '  Ì ) e i ì t r  p t ' occss  r l r ' -
pe r r c l  o Ì r  ; r  r ì ì t : t ' 1 i ng  l r e t \ \ r o ( ' ì r  . ì os r i  l l r l -
t ua r r l o  c l os  Sa r r t , os  ; . t r r r l  Sav i r r r l r i l  i ì Ì ì
\ l  P l , i \  so Ì l f ( ' ( '  t o l r l  a  L i sbon  I ì ( ' \ \ ' s l ) i ì -
p r : r  i u  l ' Ì ' i > r r r a r . r , ' ,  i r r l c l i r r g  i t t  i t  l  i i t ' t ' i r t -
r . n i n g  i Í '  s o r n e n , l r a l  r n i x c r l  r r r t ' t a p l r o t '
t l r i i t  " , , \ ngo l ; t  ca t r t r r . r t  t ' o l r t i t r t t t '  t t ,  l r t '
t  l r t '  o r ' p l r ; r r r  o í '  t  l r t '  L r r sa l i u  l ) r o toco r
\ \ Ì ( '  r Ì ì i ì v  l r a r , t '  t < i  c r r t  t l r t '  [ r r r r r Ì r i l i c i r l ]
coLc l  .  

' '

I n  t l r c  r n c i r r r t i r r r r ' .  i ì s  ( ' Ì i r r t o r r ' s

e r r t ou lage  i r i t  t  ì r t :  Lo ; r c l ,  t  l r t '  i s s t r cs
o f  t h e  s i z e  o Í ' J o r r a s  S a v i r r r b i ' s  p e : t ' -
so r ra Ì  bo r l l ' g r r ; u ' c l  i r r  L r ranc ìa  a r r t l  t l r t '
t l en iob i l i za t i o r r  o1 '  [ 'N I ' fA  Í o r c t ' s  z t t
[ ] a i Ì un t i o  r l c re  s t  i l l  l r t ' i ng  n r : go t i a t c t [ .
L ÌN I ' t ' , , \  rvas t Ì r rca i r : t r i ì Ì l i  to  r le tn i t t t r l
i ì Ì ì  u l Ì conc Ì i t i o r ra l  l i Í ' t i r r g  o Í '  t h i :  [ ] i \ -
app lovc r l  s : i r r t ' t  i ons  aga i r r s t  i t  ns  a

l i l t ' c o r r t l i t i o r r  Í b l  c o r r t i r r t r i n g  r v i t l r  t Ì r e
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I ) e i ì ( ' ( '  l ) Ì ' o c ( ì ss ,  i r r r t l  t  l r r .  gov r . r ' r r r r r c . r r t
r v ; r s  s a v i r r g  t l r a l  i t  n , o r r l c l  n < t t  r r o r r r i -
r r i r t t '  i r r r l '  l ÌN l ' t ' r \  r n r . r n l r c l s  as  a r r r l r as -
sac lo l s  as  l ong  as  UNI ' l ' i \  r : o r r t i r r r r t ' r l
t , < ;  r r r a i n ta i r r  o í l i < ' r ' s  ì n  Í ' o l t . i g r ì  co Ì r t ì -
t l ' i c s .  , \  (  l l i r r t o t r  r , ' i s i t  r l r r r i n g  t l r i s
s l o t r ,  a r r t l  t o r t  r r c t r r s  i r t r l r l r . r r r c r r l  a t  i o r r
o Í '  1 l t t '  l ) ( . i ì c ( '  I ) r ' o ( ' ( . s s  * , o r r l r l  l r avc  i r r -
v o l v c i l  o l r r ' ì o r r s  p o l i t i c a l  r i s l i . s  Í b l  t l r c
s o t t ì t ' t t ' l r u t  c t r r l r a t  t  l t ' t l  p r t ' s i c l c r r t  ,  i r  n -
r l t ' t '  s i r ' t t t '  l r ; r c l t  l r o r Ì Ì ( '  i ì s  i ì  r ' c su l t  o í ' i i < ' -
( ' u r ì ì Ì r l i r t  i r r g  c v i r l t ' r r < ' t '  o í '  s e x r r ; r l  r r r i s -
r ' o r r t l r r c Í .  i r r r r l  r r t ' t ' r l i n g  a  t l i r r r r r p l r i r r r t
, \ Í , ' i c a r r  l ) Ì ' o g r ' ( ' s s  i r l r c - i v t '  i r l l  t l r i r r g s  Ì

( f  r r i< :kszr r r t l
' l ' l r e  

c l t r l c n t  l i i r i r s c  o l '  t  l r c  l ) ( ' i ì ( ' ( '  I ) f ( . ) -
( ' ( ' s s  i n  . \ r r go l i r  i s  Ì ì o \ \ '  f o r r r '  \ ' ( ' i ì Ì ' s
o l t [ ,  < ' l r a r ' ; r < ' t r . r ' i z c t [  1  l r l o r r g l r o u t  l r r -  t l c -
l a r , s .  Í ' i r l s c  s 1 ; r l t s  a r r r I  l ; r i r r l i r r r a r r s l r i l , ,
r r r o s l  r r o t a l r l r " l , ) ,  l Ì N I ' l ' . \ ,  i r l l  l o l -
r t ' a t c t l  ,  t t o l u  b t  t t r  .  l n  t  ì r t ,  l . i S  i t r l -

t  ' l ' hc t ' t ,  
I t t i t v  l u t v t '  I r c t ' t t  o l  l r c t '  < [ i [ í i c ' r r l t  r cs

; r . s  u ,e l l .  . r \ t t g t t l r t t t  g< . r t ' c t  t t t t t t : t t 1  t  Ì ' oo l ) s

l r : r t r a i r t  i t t  l r o t  l t  ( ' o t t g o  l l l a z z a v i l l t '  ; r t t t l

i r r  C l o r r g o  l i i t t s Ì r i r s i r . .  1 o  \ \ i a s l t i l r g l o t t ' s

i l r i t : r t i o r r .  - ' \ r r c l  a l t l r o r r g l r  L t t a t t . . i ; r

I r a s  s i g t t c r [  ; l  s t ' < : t t l i t l  i t S l ( ' ( ' Ì Ì Ì ( ' l l l  r v i t l r

[ - a u t ' c r t t  Ì i ; r l l i l r r ' s  q o v e Ì t Ì t Ì Ì ( ì Ì l t ,  t l r c l t '  i s

r r o  s t r < : l r  . j  r r s t i í i t ' i r t  i o t t  Í o r  t  I t c i t '  p t c ' s c t t < : t '

s r r p l > o r l i t t g  l ) t ' t : s i t l c t t t  l ) c r r i s  S a s s t . r t t -

N g t t t s s o .  r t , l r o  < : a t t t c  t o  p o r v t r  l t t ' a .  r ' o t t 1 , ,

r l ' r t l r t t .

n r i t r i s t l a t  i on .  
' f  

he  A t ì go ln11  g ( ) \ ' ( . f  l ì -
n re r r t  a r r c l  UN [ ' fA  s i g r re r l  l l r e  Lus : r l i i r
P ro toco l  as  l ong  ago  as  20  Nov r . r r r -
l re l  I  ! ) Í ) '1 ,  a Í ' t r : r '  ? ì Ì ì  ( ' \ ' ( : ì Ì Ì  l ì ìo Ì ' ( .  l ) t 'o -
l o r rge r Ì  n r : go t i a t i o r r  l ) Ì ' ( ) ( ' ess .  r l r r r r r r g
u ' l r i c l r  [ ÌN l ' ] ' r \  t : sp t : r ' i a l l l '  co rnb i r r e t l
t l t ' l a l ' i n g  t a < ' 1 ì r ' s  r v i t l r  c v n i r : a l  a r  -

t t - ' n r l r t s  t o  ga i r r  r r r i l i l ; i r l '  ac l r , ' an t , ; r g t '
t h l o u g l r  < : o r r t i r r t r t ' < l  í i g l r t i r r g .  I n  t l r r -
t : t r t Ì .  i t  r v i r s  r r o l  r ' r ' r ' r r  S i r r , ' i r r r i r i  l r i r r r -
s r ' ì í ' ,  l l r r t  [ ]N Ì ' l ' , \  s r ' < : r ' t ' Ì a r l ' - g t ' r r o ru l
I ' ì r t gcn i r>  N lan r r va l i o l i r  n ' l r o  s i g r r c t l  t  l r r .
r l ocu r r r t ' n t ,  as  l lN ì ' I ' r \  l  r ooPs  \ \ ' ( . Ì ' ( '
r l l i r . ' , r r r  í ì ' o r r r  I l  r r a r r r l r o  l r v  gc> r , ' r . r ' r ì r ì ì r ' r ì l
Í o r c t : s ,  i r n c i  i ì s  i r r l e l r r a t  i o r r a l  < l i s i r l i -
p rov i r l  o Í '  t  l r r '  Ì Ì ì ( ) \ , ( ' n r t . n t ' s  t Ì ì i ì r ì ( ) ( . u -
v t ' t ' s  h ; r r r l r . r rc t i .

' I c>  
i t r r ; r ì e r r r t ' r r i  t l r e  i ) r ' c - r t o< ' c , , 1 ,  t  l r t '

i i r r i t e r l  N i r t  i o r r s  p a s s e c [  r ' t ' s o l r r l , i o r r
! ) 7 ( j  r > i r  F  l r e l r l r r i r r ' _y  l 9 t ) l - r ,  t ' s t a l r l i s ì r -
i ng  a  nc rv  i ' t ' r ' i í i < ' a t  i on  rn ì ss i c , r r r ,  ( r \ " -

A \ / l i l \ ' 1  l l l ,  q , i t i r  7 . 0 0 0  l r l n c  l r t ' l r r r c t s ,
i t t  i ì r Ì  r :s t  i r r ra t  t ' t I  c 'os t  o Í '  o 'u 'c l  S:J , \0
n r i l l i o r r .  A  . j o i r r t  ( ' o r Ì ì r r r i s s i c . ' r Ì  Ì l r ì -
r l c r  ITN  su Ì r t ' r ' r . ' i s i o r r  n ' l r s  i r l so  s r . l  u l )
r v i t l r  g o \ ' ( ì r ' r ì r r r c r r l  r r r r t l  t Ì  N  I ' l ' , \  r ' ( ' l ) -
I ' r ' s t ' t t t a t , i o t r .  i r r r r l  1  l r t ' t ' t '  o l r s t . r r . ' r . L  r Ì i ì -
t i o t t s .  t l r r '  [ Ì S ,  l ì r r s s i i ì  ; ì Ì ì ( l  l ) o r t r r g ; r l .
l l r r t  t l r l o r r g l r o r r l  r ' r ' r ' r ' \ ' t l r i r r g  t l r a t  Í o l -
l o r v e r l  r n t . t ' Ì i r r g r ,  r ' r ' s c t l r r l i o r r s ,  i r r t e r ' -
i t a t  i < . r t t a l  [ ) r ' ( ' s s u  t ' ( ' .  ( l r t '  r . x t t . r r s i o r r  o Í '
l l r t '  t t t i t t r i l a l r '  Í ì r r  l Ì N  i r r l t ' r ' r ' r ' r r t i o r r .
: l t t r l  I  l r t '  i t t r l r r . , s i l i o r r  o í '  s a n c ' t i o r r - *
S i t r . ' i r r t l r t  i t t t c l  t  \  I ' 1 . , \  l r a r , r '  < ' o r r l  i r r r r r ' < l
t o  t I r ' l t t r . '  i r r r r i  r cs i s t  .

O r r  1 )  . J ; r Ì ì u i ì r v  r  i r i s  \ ' ( ' í ì f  .  l r o l r , '
t r , i t s  t ' t ' l t i r r r l l < ' t I  t l r r r t  I  l r , '  l , t ' ,  r t ' r ' s s  c , u l r l
l i c t ' 1 r  t t r o r . ' i r r g ,  l r on ' t ' r ' t . r '  s l on '  1 l r c .  p ; r< ' r ' .
u  i t l r  t  l r t " \ r r g o l ; r r r  g ( ) \ ' ( - r ' r ì t r r t ' r r 1  i r r r r l
l ' N l ' l ' , \  s i g , r r i r i g  r r ' l r ; r t  t i ' i r s  t l t ' s c r i l r c r l
r s  i r  " Í i r r u l  t i r r r < ' t a l r l t '  ; r g r t ' t ' r r r t ' n t "  l ! l
Í o r  i r r r l r l , ' t n t ' r r l i i r g  t l r t '  t r g i r r g  [ , r r s i r l i i r
l ) t ' o t o t ' o ì .  l s s t r t ' s  s t  i l l  t o  Ì ; r '  r ' t . s o l v c r l
i r r  . J i r t n u r t ' i . '  i r r t ' l t r r l c r i  r ì r ' < ' i r l i r r q  1 Ì r , '
s i z t '  o l '  S r r r . ' i r r r i r i ' s  s t ' c r t r i l r . '  t l c t ; r , ' l r -
t t t t ' t t t  .  ( ' o Ì ì ì 1 r l t ' t  i r r g  t  l r t '  r l c t t t o i r i l i z i r t  i o t r
o i '  U \ l ' l r \  l t r - r o 1 r s .  r i r r t I  t ' x l c r r t l i r r g
g o \ ' ( ' r ' Ì ì r r r e r r l  c o r r l t < . , 1  t o  r r r r r r r i c i l r i i l i -
1 i t ' s .  t n i r i r t l v  i r r  I l o . r i c o .  I l r r i r r r r l r o  ; r r r t l
\ l a l l t t r g r '  p ro r . ' i r ì ( ' ( ' s .  \ ' t ' t  s cv t . r ' i r l  s t ' -
i ' i o t t s  i r r c i r i c r r t s  o ( ' ( ' r r l r t ' t l  t l r r l i r r g  t  l r i s
l r r s l  l ) Ì ' o ( ' ( ' s , . i ,  r v l i c r r  t t . r r s i o r r  b t ' t n ' t ' r . r r
l l N l ' l ' r \  s o l c l i t ' r ' s  i r r r r [  ; r r r n c r l  g o \ ' ( ] r ' r ì -
t r r c r r t  p o l i c t :  r I r ' t a c ' l r r r r c n t s  s l r i Ì l t ' t Ì  o v c ' r '
i r r t o  í i g h t  i r r g .  N l e i r r r r v l r i k ' ,  i r r r : i r l e  t r t s
s r r< ' l r  A ;  t  l r t '  r l on ' r r  i r r g  ( ) r ì  24  . J  a r t -
u i ì r ' \ '  o í '  i r  l r l i va t c  So r r t l r  r \ Í ì ' i ca r r

, \ ' nu t r r t b t  a t  t t cu ,  l t t ' u r l 0 t t a r t c r s  t n  I Ja t l un r l o  on  7  I Ì t  b  9 ,5
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t r anspo l t  a r l c ra l ' t ,  t r t t , < :n tp t i r r g  t o  r l e -
Ì i v e l  t l i a r r r o n t l - r n i n i r r g  e r l r r i p n r e n t ,  t c r
[ i N I ' 1 " \  a t  r \ r r r l r r l o  i r r  I ì i é  P r o v i r r c r : ,
t l i c Ì  t r o t l r i r r g  t o  r t : c l r r c r :  g o v t ' r r r n r c r r t
s r r s l r i t ' i c , r r  o Í '  l l l ' , l i ' fA ' s  goo r l  í ' a i t  l r .

I r r  l  l r c "  . l  a r r r r a l v  t i r r r c t a b l e .
I i N l ' l ' , \  l r a < l  r r r r r [ r . r ' l a k c r r  i ì r ì ì o r ì g s r
, r t l t t : r  t Ì r i n g s  t o  t Ì t ' r r r c ' b i l i z t ' i t l l  i 1 s
l roops,  ì r : r r r r l  ovr : r  k t 'y  : ì Ì 'e i ì : i  to  go ' r ' -
c r r r t r r e n t  c o t r t  r o [ ,  t ì l ( ) \ ' ( ì  i t s  l r e z r t l t l r r i r t ' -
I c r s  1 r i  L r t i ' r r r r l i r  a t r c [  r ' on r . ' r ' r ' t  i t s  r i r r l i t ,
s l a t i o r r  i r r l o  a  r ì o Ì Ì - l ) i ì Ì ' l i s a r r  Í ' i i c i l i l r .
. \ t  l r ' ; r s t  s c r r i o r '  [ Ì N t ' l ' , \  o Í [ i c ' i i r i s  n , t , r ' , ,
o t t l spo l i t ' t r l r '  Í l ' i r r r l i  ; i l r r - , r t t  t  l r t ,  r r ì o r : r '  1 r - r
t h c  c n l r i t l r l :  " l t ' s  i r r r  i l l r r s i o r r  t o  1 ì r i r r l i
l l l i t  S i r v i n t l r i  n , i l l  g o  l o  [ , r r ; r r r c l ; r  s < r
e i t t ' ì l ' . "  ( ' o ì ì u r r t : r r l c r l  o r r c  o í '  t  l r c r r r .

S: r t t rc  o l r l  UNITA

\ o r r c  o Í '  t l r t '  r r i r r c  c o r r < l i t i o r r s  í o l
, J a  r r r u u ' v  ì r r t [  i r c c r r  l r r t ' t  Ì , ) '  t  l r t
, ' r r t i  o f  [ ì ' t , l r l r r i r ì ' \ , ,  i r t r r l  ) - ( , 1  i r t r o l  l r t ' t '
t i r r r e t i r Ì r l e  l t a t l  t o  l r t .  r r e g o t  i i t t e r l  o r r
í i  t { ; r r c Ì t .  . l u s t  l r r ' Í o r e  t  l r i s ,  a t
t Ì r e  b t : g i r r r r i r i g  o f  \ l i r r c l r ,  a  r r r i r . j o r '
c r i s i s  Ì r a r l  t l r l r , ; r t cnc i l  u , l r cn  UNI ' l ' , \
i t l r p e a t ' r . c l  c i t  l r r . r  r r r r a l r l t '  o l  r n r n  i l l i r r g
t o  t r t t ' t : t  a  [ Ì N  r l r : i t r l l i t r r .  í o l  r l c c l i r r i r r g
t  l r e  t l t ' r n o l r i l i z a t  i o r r  o Í '  ; r ì l  i t s  t l o o l r s ,
l r l z r r n i r r g  t Ì r t '  Í ' i r i l L u ' r '  i r r  t l t e  l a s l  l c s o r ' (
o r r  P l r > l l l r . r r r s  n ' i t  l r  i t s  Í ' i r x  r r r r r c l r i n c s .
I t  i s  s t  i l l  r v i r l , ' ì r '  l r r . l i c r ' < ' r l  i r r  [ , r r a r r r l i r
I  l r a t  S i r v i r r r l r i  l l r s  s , ' r ' r . r ' a l  l l r o u s a r r r I
l r i r l r l t ' r r  I  l o o l i s  i r r  l t ' s l r ' \ ' ( ' ,  i Ì ì ì r l  a  \ i o i c , '
o Í '  r \ r r r c l i c r r  r t ' p o r ' l  i r l l r . e c c l  i r i  r r r i t [ -
I : r ' l l t ' r r a l v  t l r i r t  i r  r r r r r r r i r t ' r '  u ' t ' L e  l r t , r r r g
ï  t ' i t i r r c r I  i l r  ; r  , ' l r r Ì ì l )  i Ì ( ' Ì ' o s s  1 l r t '  i r o r r l t ' r '
i v i t l r  { ' o r r g o - l i i r r s l r u s a .  r \ l t l r o r r g l r
: t t c i i  t ' t ' p O r t s  r ' ( : , Ì Ì r i ì i l l  i u t ( ' ( ) l ì Í i I r r r , ' r l ,
1  l r t  t l  i s , ' , - , i  e t ' \  t , l '  i ì r ' l Ì Ì s  q1 r ' l t , ' s  i p
{  ; i . i c  i r r  , J ; r r r r r u r r ' .  Í ì r l  t : - r a r - r r l r Ì t : ,  l r as
s t t s t r u t r c r l  I l r r '  s r r s l r i < ' i o r i  t l r a t  t l r c ' r ' c '
l Ì Ì i ì \  l r , '  , s ( ) t ì r ( '  t 1 r r 1 l r  t O  I  l r t '  i r l c a
t  I r i i l  l ' N  I ' l ' r \  r ' t , r r r l r i t r s  i ì r Ì  r r L r r r c r l
t ì ì ( ) \ ' ( ' l t ì ( ' Ì t t .

I ' l r t '  t ' \  s r ' < ' r ' r . t aL r . ' - ge r r t ' r ' i r l  I i o Í i
, , \ t u t i t r t ,  i r r  ; r  s r . r ' i t ' s  c t í '  r ' r . po r t s  t c r
I l r c  S t ' c r r r i l r '  ( ' o r r r r < ' i l ,  l r i i s  [ o c r r s s t : t Ì
o r r  U N  I ' l ' , \ ' s  r r l r p ; r l t ' n t  L r n r v i l Ì i r r g r r t : s s
t o  Ì Ì ì o \ ' ( '  t o n ' ; r l t l s  " i t s  t  l a r r s í o r r r r a -
t i o r r  i r r t o  Í Ì  [ r r r f e l \ '  l r o l i t  i c a l  p a l t t '

I n ' i t  l r ]  r ì o  l l ì o r ' ( '  a r r r r t ' c ì  l ) e r so Ì l n t : l  o l
\ \ ' e i ì l ) o l ì s  r r r r c I r ' L  i t s  c o r r t l o Ì . "  O n  l 3
\ l a r c l i  . \ t t r r i . r r ì  \ \ ' i ì s  t . r ' t ' r r  s t cn re r :  ( ! l

( l ( )  l Ì o t  Ì l t . ì i r . r , r '  t  ì r i r t  t  l r c  i r i t r : r ' r r a t i ona l
< ' o r t r r r r r t t r i t v  i s  r ca t l r ,  1c t  r l c c r ' p t ,  co r r -

si o ullt]he :r n a lfl re f, c a
t i nL rc i l  p l oc las t i t t a t i o t r , "  I ì e  wa r t t ec l ,
rvh i ì r :  c ìep lor i r rg  L ÌNÌT, \  a l , tacks ou
UN pe rsoun t ' l  a r rd  l r r r sh ing  f o r  bhe
c<. rnrp l t : te  u , i t Ì rc l rau 'a Ì  o f  UN r r r i l i ta r .y

l r o l so r r r r t . ì  l r y  t Ì r t '  enc l  o f  Ju l y .  An -
nnr t  a lso r :nrphas izec l  that  econonr i -
c i r l l r , ,  ; r s  f  a l  as  t l r e  t lN  i s  concen rcc l ,
r \ r r go Ìa  Ì : ì  ( ) r Ì  i t s  r - , r vn :  " i ì s  t he  l ong
I  t : r r  r  r  scc r r  r i  t , , r '  s i tua t io r r  in  r  proves ant l
t  l r r '  r r ec r l  Í ì r r  s l r o l t  t c ' r ' r n  r e l i e f  i r r t e r -
\ ( ' t ì l  i o l ì s  r l i r r r i n i s l i t , ' s , "  l t o  w ' ro t , e ,  " l Ì r t :

l l r r i l t : r l  N a l i o r r s  s y s t e n r  i s  í b c t r s i n g
i r r c r c i r s i r r g l i , '  o r r  ( . r r su t ' i r Ì g  ; r  s r r r oo t l r
t r ' ; r r r s i t i o r r  . . .  t o  r e h a l r i l i t a t i o t r  a n c Ì
r l r : v c l o p n r e l Ì t . "

t t  i s  t r r r r - '  t ha t  A r rgo la  L t . r r n r . i r r s
po l c r r t  i : r l l v  o Ì ì ( '  o Í '  t he  n ' ea l t l r i r : s t
n a t i o r r - q  i n . \ í ì ' i r ' ; r ,  u ' i t h  c r r r r l e  o i l
r ' ( ' s ( ' r \ ' ( ' s "  c l i r r r r r< . , r r t Is ,  a  t r ' i c le  l i Ì Ì r l l c
o i "  o1 I re r  l r r i r r e r i r l  r cso Ì r r c t s ,  ( ì Ì ì e Ìgv

l r o t c n l i i r ì .  i r r r t l  r r r r t a l r p e r Ì  i r r t l r r s t r i a l
a r r < l  i r g l i c r r l t u r i r l  c ; r 1 r a < ' i t r , ' .  O í t i < ' i a l
, \ r i g o Ì a r r  s - o t ' c f t ì ì r r t , r r t  s l a t i s t i c s  i ì Ì ' ( '
r t o t o t ' i c - r r r s l \ ,  t t r r l t ' l i a l r l e  a r r r l  s t ' l c c I  i v e ,
i r r r r l  r r s r r i r l I y '  o t r l < [ a t t ' c l ,  s o  i t  i s
t r l n , i r vs  l r a r r l  1o  i ì s s ( ' s s  cco r ro t r r i c
l t : u l i t i t ' s  i r c t ' t u ' i r t c l \ ' .  N t ' r ' c r t Ì t c ì ess ,
t t t  l l r c  l r r : u i r r r t i r r g  , r f  t l r c  l ! ) ! ) 0 s ,  t l r r .
, \n l ìo la t t  ( 'cor ìor Ì ì ) '  l rar l  b t 'gun tcr

shorv soÌÌÌe signs of grolvth. When
figl i t ing ìrergan again after LrNIT.,\
Ì os t  t Ì r c  Sep ten rbe r  l 99 l  e l ec t i on ,
I ror tever ,  the cx te lna l  c lebt  ancÌ  the
i r r Í la t ion ra t ,e  soarec l  in to  t Ì re  reaÌnt
o Í '  hypcr i t r f la t io t r ,  to  lB00 perccnt ,
i n  199 :1 ,  r v Ì r i Ì e  l ev r : l s  c , I  p l o r l t r c t i o r r
I t i r r , 'e  l t ' t  r - r t t in t : r l  lo rv .  lJ t t t  r :ven i r r  i ts

1 r r t . se . r r t ,  r l e . v i i s t u ted  s t , z r t , e , , \ ngo ìa ' s
(  i  DP  i s  t ì r e  t h i l i l  l a rges t  i r r  t , l i c
sc . ' t r t  Ì r r : r ' r r  . , \ í ' r ' i car r  reg ior r ,  anc[  g ì 'o rv t  l r
fol l9!) l- t  a rrt l  I  !)96 lras zrvt:ragetl
c l ose  t , o  t t ' r r  Pe rc t - . r r t , ,  acc<> r r l i r r g
Ío  soÌ Ì Ìe  sot Ì Ì ' ces.  

' I ' ì rc  
Lo l i t lc in-

bas r : t l  Ì ì cono r r r i s t  I r r t e Ì l i gc r i c t :  L Ì r r i t
l r as  l r r t ' c l i c t t : c l  < ' o r r t i r r u t ' c l  h i gh  g ro rv th
Íb r  l 9 l ) t i .

A t  p  rc .ser r t ,  t  Ì r r :  ecoÌ ìo Ì  Ì l ) '  i s
g ross l v  < l i s t o l t ec l  l r v  such  Í ' ac to l s  us
t , Ì r r :  incr t :ase in  gover ' Ì ì r r rent  s1>r 'nc l -
ing r r r - .c ' r 'ss i ta tcc l  l ry  t :x tenc l ing cor r -
t r o l  i r r t o  Í o l r nc r  UN[T ' r \  i ì r ( ' as .  I n
t  he  l as t ,  r l ua r t e r  o Í '  1997 ,  i n í ì a t i on
rose  agz r i n ,  a r r c l  t  l r e  na t i ona l  c Ì Ì r -
f e r Ì cy ' s  l r l ack  n ra t ' l i e t  v i t l t t c  c l r o l r pe r Ì
s Ì rar '1r ìy ' .  t l r rer r rp loy 'mr :n t  is  present Ì1 ,
t ' s t i r r r a t c r l  a t  4 Í r  l r eLcen t ,  anc ì  nea r l y
sevt : r r ty  pr : r 'c r :n t  o f  AngoÌans l ive  br : -
l o r v  t he  l r ove r t v  l i ne .

' -

F
LrJ
z
q)

f

I

o-
I

-ì

( ln i ta  combr tban. l ,  nTr i ' r :es  l tonte  a f ter  l8  rnonths zr Ì  [ / ' lú  demobi l iza l to t t  cut ì tp
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Oiling the works

The main foreign exchange earner in
Angola continues to be oil. There
are over fifteen foreign oil cornpanies
operating in Angola, including such
giants as Chevron, Exxon, and
Texaco. The country is the
second largest oil producer in sub-
Saharan Africa, providing around
six percent of total US needs, with
780,000 barrels a day in 1997 and
a projected 870,000 barrels a day
in  1998,  wor th  about  $4 .5  b i Ì l ion
per year. OiÌ exploration continues
apace - SONANGOL was granted
new prospecting rights in "Block 9"
in Kwanza Sul, for instance, at the
end of March. Crude oiÌ accounts
for 90 percent of exports, 80 percent
of government revenue and over 40
percent of tÌre GDP, although littÌe
of this revenue has been available for
development during the years of war.

In the agricuÌtural sector, coffee
was a major AngoÌan cash crop
in colonial t imes and for sorrÌe
years afterlvards, but the sector
has now coÌlapsed entirely. The
government is optimistic tÌrat a "re-
entry" into coffee production might
be possible,  based on state support
for srnallholder cooperatives, in
a world market where prices are
presently high.

Current government plans,
meanwhile, are focussing on rna-
jor infrastructural renovation, with
tire specifìc twin objectives of ex-
tending the eÌectricity grid for the
whole country, and getting the rail-
way networìr running again. Angola
is exceptionally ivell encÌowecl rvith
under-exploited hydroelectric poten-
t ia l ,  est imated in t Ì re 1980s at  over
7,000 megawatts.  Luanda has bud-
geted $200 rniì l ion for the repair
of rnajor darns during 1998 - onÌy
haÌf of tÌre country's six nrajor clams
are stiÌ l  providing any hydroelectric
power at aìì. ' fhe remaining three
are tìre Lomaum dam on the Carum-
beìa river, betlveen Benguela and
Huambo, which was destroyed Ìry
t INITA in 1984; the N' Iabubas clam,
the oldest in Angola,  on t Ì ie Dande
liver outsicÌe Czrxito. clestroved in

s@uühern afrflca
1992; and the Gove dam on the
Cunene south of Huarnbo, which has
been out of action since the late
1  980s .

ï\'oubled future

The one and a half mil l ion peo-
ple crowded into Luanda's crum-
bling slums celebrated in a minor
key earlier this year tÌre 422nd an-
niversary of tÌre founding of the old-
est city in southern Africa. Four
centuries after the arrival of Paulo
Dias de Novais in 1575, tÌris wealthy
and powerful country, populated by
displaced, war-disabled and poverty-
stricken peopÌe, continues to face a
deeply troubled future. The be-
haviour of Jonas Savimbi and the
threat to peace represented by his
UNITA Ìnovement remain the cen-
tral problem of Angolan polit ics, as
they have for the last two decades.
TÌre apparently endÌess peace pro-
cess, and the cost to the inter-
national community of maintaining
a United Nations presence in the
country have locked Angola into a
t ime warp. As other nat ions in the
region put t l ie problerns of the 1970s
and 1980s behind t Ì rem, to vary-
ing degrees, and struggle to cope
with tÌre post-modern world, An-
goÌa's main pol i t ical  problem Ìe-
maius one witlt roots in a different
pol i t ical  epocÌr .

Angola's imrnediate economic fu-
ture r,vil l  remain bleak even if Sav-
imbi abandons his l i felong and corÌr.-
puÌsive habits of stall ing and reneg-
ing oÌì solemn agreements. Bur-
dened by foreign debt, facing the
virtual destruction of the social and
economic infrastlucture, tÌre An-
golan government has l itt le roorì
for policy maÌìoeuvre, and is ham-
pered evelÌ more in the development
of indepenclent econotnic strategies
by IMF- and World Bank-dictatecl
l iberalization policies. US coÌìÌ-
panies,  for  example,  were return-
ing to Angola with a vengeaÌÌce:
in September 1997 Cìoca C,'oÌa an-
nouncecl plans to build a $33 n-ri l l ion
bott l ing plant outs ide Luanda, and
sÌlgar giant F. C. Schaffer has con-

ducted a $350,000 feas ib i l i ty  s tudy
in BengueÌa province.

But  bes ide the investment ,  the
fact is that US and Western
intervention in Angola has played
a major roÌe in sustaining the
state of war in t Ìrat country, everì
after massive and overt conservative
support for Savimbi and UNI1'A
stopped at the begirrning of the
decade. Savimbi is well  aware
tÌrat he carÌ violate the Lusaka
Protocol pretty much as he lvishes
without provoking the kind of
intervention that rnight put an end
to UNITA as a movement. The
MPLA governnÌent 's radical agenda
of social reform of the 1970s and
early 1980s is now a cì im memory)
as the count ry 's  economic po l icy  is
dictated by a cornbination of the
IMF and Worìd  Bank l ibera l izat ion
progranÌmes, and the domination
of export earnings by Western
o i l  conrpanies.  The economic
independence which threatened US
interests a decade ago has been
ro l led back.  And yet  i t ' s  ent i re ly
poss ib le  that  Jonas Sav imbi  and
UNITA wi l l  cont inue to  destab i l ize
AngoÌa for the foreseeable future.

Here is  tang ib Ìe  ev ic lence of  jus t

Itow hard i t  is to put the cork
bacl i  in the bott le orÌce the genie
of  destab i Ì iza t ion has been le t  loose
Ìlpoìì a couutry. One more reasoÌì
Íbr Cl l inton not going to Angoìa' i
An i ids t  a l l  the apolog ies -  for  the
sÌave trade, for American Cold War
support fol dictatorships in , , \ fr ica
and for  i ts  Ía i lu re  to  i r i te rvene in
the Rrvandan genoc ide -  that  dot ted
CÌ in ton 's  progÌess t ì r ro t rgh Af r ica,
noth ing rvas sa id  o f  the US roìe  in
susta in ing a s ta te  o f  war  in  Angola
l ry  i ts  c l i rec t  and inc i i rec t  suppor t
for  UNITA t Ì r roughout  t Ì ie  1970s
and 1980s (to coÌrÌe rìo closer to
t l ie  present  ) .  In  a l l  probabi l i ty
Clinton rvoulcl uot Ì iave mentioned
tÌ iese real i t ies even hacl he toucÌred
c lo lvn in  Luanda.  But  cer ta in Ìy  h is

l r lanners  spa led Ì r i r l  any temptat ion
to  do  so .
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