
Brazil' boobs as Mandela jets in
Eehind thp rhythrïìt.e e)Í-
uber.ârrc€ oÍ ANC presi-
dent Nelson Mandeia's
rvelcolïe to Brszll. iast
week thcre wâs a pÍ.'ig-
trant llpot of embarrâ:ls-
ment.

It seerns thât,,Fresj -
dent Collor de Meiio qf
Brazi l  recogÍrised ân
arvkward anüulaly in the
Íact that. shortly beÍcre
Mr Mandela's a:r ival,
t  he Brazi l  ian govern-
nrent had announced i i
woult l  nortnai ise rela'
t ions with Pretoria bY
appo[nting a full atnbas-
sadgr rn SA.

So, to arneliorate any
sonfusion or nl isunder-
standlng, a prestdentiâI, ,,
staíemènt dnnounced,' í :
t  ha t the anrbsssasdor
would be a black Btazil- ;.J

ian, Everyone seerneti
rel ieved, the b-unting
went rtp,,f lags ìryere
draped anrJ the drunrs
rolled f'ur the visitor.'.

P,rlt 
'ihere 

was .an un-
cosnfortable silence Írorn
tne Foreigtl Mini,stry;

TheÌì, i[ response to
inqtriries from a mischie-
vous : newspa p8f ,  O
Globo, the trut l t  hta.c
squeeied out qf, a reluc-
tant bureuueracy '- 'f|ç3-
::i l , where about 60 per-'
cent of the population is
blach or of rnixed race,
,Joes not, ha ve a sin;le
lrlack cr rn:xrld:l'oce anl-
'b assador.
. ' lVnqt is rnorc. ai ter
we![ oúer. a century.of in-

i . 'de pendenee frrm Porttt-
gâÌ, Brazil hab never ele:
va,ìed 'â Brazilian of eo-

.  , ' .  .

lour- Èo such a scnior diP'
lomatie post. 

'

A ïreary I\{r Mandela
rnet Brazil's only black
governor yc'sterday but
õancelled sunle activities
due to tiredhess.

Mf :úandela' g, re ütt
interview with a Brazil-
ian neïvspeper in which
tre blasted the lVest fol'
eas i  ng sa nct i .ons a nd
criticisecl the SA Gttvero'
rnent for Biving money
to lr,xatha.

"The st:spension of
sariet ions and of other
fornrs of pressure,on thp
apartheid regirne was
tragical ly premature,"
he told the J orna I d,r
Brasi l  new$paper. -
Wasl ington Birreau,
Sapa. lssociated Preç.
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