Fraud scandal rocks
Mandela’s Brazil tour

A FRAUD scandal’ tals.
week rocked the visit of Mr
Nelson Mandela to Braril.

It involved alleged

embeszlers who- raised

money for a visit to a Brg- °
vilian state which wuB:st,_
on the Mandela itinerary,

Trade union leaders in
Hspiritn Santo, which the
Mundelas are due to visit
- wday, clalm the state ﬁw-
ernment was tricked Into
donatng R128 600 to 2 1ake
apti-angrtheid grou
called Amandla, whic
zaid it was responsible for
“Mandela’s visit to- Espir-
ito Santo”.

- Vague

‘The flve men who run
“Amandla” -~ a group
unknown to Brazil's major
black 1wovements -~ have
been exposed as being the
men who were arrested in
connection  with fraudu-
lently ecllecting funds and
- donaticns for a medical
relivf fund for Iraq which

tarned out to be a con.
- Authorities in Espirito
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Santo confirmed they had
been approached a
group ed Amandia in

‘contertion with “the visit

by Mandela”.
State Justice Secre

met two men who sounded
“somewhat vague’” but
claimed to represent 200
organisations throughout
Brazil as well as one of the
main trade unions and had
a;g;arent approval of the
ANC executive in South
Africa.

Political sources in the
state claim money was

paid out to the group, al-
though this has been offi-
cially denied.

When Mr Mandela’s offi-

_clal itinerary was pub-

lished, Espirito Santo was
not mentioned and local
authorities were puzzled. I
was then that the con-frick
was uncovered.
Aml?lndhihalfa glaélmtd in
pamphlets it e sup-
port of the ANC's Alfred
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Renato Soares said hem' which, on hearing

Nzo, Walter Sisulu and Joe
Slovo, Members of black
actlvist groups, who did not'
want to be named, claimed’
in the Journal do Brasil
that the men said to repre-
sent Amandla had been to.
SA several times '

It was the ANC itself
about the'
sham, decided to suddenly
add Tspirito Santo to the
itinerary, cutting short Mr
Mandela’s stay in Salvador
da Bahia, the “black cap-
ital” of Brazll.

Puzzied

This was to “avoid fur-
ther embarrassment”, ac-
cording to poiitical snurces
in Espirito Santo's capital,
Vitoria. -

Espirito Santo is one of .
Frazil's sinallest states
and has no direct zignifi-
cance for Mr Mandela
apart from baving one of
the only two black state
governors in the country.

Muny Brazilians were
puzzled by the sudden addi-
tion of the state to the Man-
dela itinerary.



