‘Brazil boobs as Mandela jets i

Behind the rhythmic ex-

uberaace of ANC presi- -

dent Nelson Mandeia’s
welcome to Brazil iast
week tiwere was a poig-
nant spot of embagrass-
ment.

It seems that Prps'-
dent Collor de Melio of
Brazil recognised ar
awkward anomaly in the
fact that shortly befere
Mr Mandela’s arrival,
the Brazilian govern-

ment had aanovnced it

would normailise rela-
tions with Pretoria by
appointing a full ambas-
sador 1a SA.

So, to ameliorate any ;
confusion or misunder- -
standing, a presidential.
staiement gnnounced

that the ambassasdor

wo;;ld be a black Brazil-

jan. Everyone seeined .
relieved, the bunting

went up,.f‘.ags were
draped and the drums
rolled fur the visitor..

Dut ‘there was.an un-
cornfortable silence from

the Forelgn Ministry: -
- Then, in response to

inquicies from a mischie-
vous newspaper, O

Globo, the truth was
squeczed out of a reluc-
tant bureaucracy -- Bra-

zil, where about 60 per-

cent of the population is

‘bhlack or of mixed race,

Joes not have a single

black or mixed-r ace an-
‘bassador. ‘

'What is more. aiter
well over.a century of in-
dependence from Portu-

gal, Brazil hat never ele:.

va ed .1 Brazihan of co-

lour to such a senior dxp
lomatic post..

A weary Mr Maadela
met Brazil's only black
governor yesterday but
cancelled some activities
due to tiredhess.

Mr Mandela g ve au
interview with a Brazil-
ian newspaper in which

he blasted the West for

easing sanctions and
criticised the SA Govern-
ment for giving money
to Ingatha.

“The suspension of
sanctions and of other
forms of pressure.on the
apartheid regime was
tragically premature,”
he told the Jornal do
Brasil newspaper. —
Wastington Bureau,
Sapa- Associated Press.
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